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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to SRMUN Charlotte 2022 and the United Nations (UN) Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean (ECLAC). My name is Marisa Laudadio-Weaver, and | have the pleasure of serving as your Director
of ECLAC this year. This is my fourth time serving on SRMUN staff, having previously served as an Assistant
Director at SRMUN Atlanta 2020, and a Director at both SRMUN Charlotte and Atlanta in 2021. As an
undergraduate, | double majored in Political Science and Communications with a minor in Spanish. | am also happy
to introduce the Assistant Director of ECLAC, Cecilee Morris. This will be Cecilee’s first time serving on SRMUN
staff, having previously garnered three years of experience as a delegate. Cecilee graduated from Tennessee
University in 2021 with her bachelor’s in International Studies with an emphasis on Diplomacy and Strategy.

Developed in 1948 as a regional division of the Economic and Social Council, ECLAC’s primary mandate is to
facilitate economic and social development through regional cooperation by creating meaningful change and support
through its advocacy and programs. The ECLAC mandate includes researching, studying, and reporting on the
economic and developmental activities of the regions. In connection with SRMUN Charlotte’s theme of
“Reconciling the Past and Restoring Multilateral Partnerships for the Future” and ECLAC’s focus on economic
stability and social development in Latin America and the Caribbean, we have developed the following topics for
delegates to discuss at the conference:

I Combating Rural Poverty through Sustainable Innovation and Inclusion.
Il Strengthening Environmental and Biodiversity Protections through the Empowerment of
Indigenous People.

This background guide provides an introduction to the committee and the topics that will be debated at SRMUN
Charlotte 2022. It should be utilized as a foundation for a delegate’s independent research. However, while we have
attempted to provide a holistic analysis of the issues, the background guide should not be used as the single mode of
analysis for the topics. Delegates are expected to go beyond the background guide and engage in intellectual inquiry
of their own. The position papers for the committee should reflect the complexity of these issues and their
externalities. Delegations are expected to submit a position paper and be prepared for a vigorous discussion at the
conference. Position papers should be no longer than two pages in length (single spaced) and demonstrate your
Member State’s position, policies, and recommendations on each of the two topics. For more detailed information
about formatting and how to write position papers, delegates can visit srmun.org. All position papers MUST be
submitted no later than Friday, March 4, 2022, by 11:59pm EST via the SRMUN website.

Cecilee and | look forward to serving as your dais and reading your forthcoming work for the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. Please feel free to contact Director-General Chantel Hover,
Cecilee Morris, or myself if you have any questions while preparing for the conference. Good luck in your
preparation and we will see you in March!

Marisa Laudadio-Weaver Cecilee Morris Chantel Hover
Director Assistant Director Director-General
eclac_charlotte@srmun.org eclac_charlotte@srmun.org dg_charlotte@srmun.org


http://eclac_charlotte@srmun.org/
mailto:dg_charlotte@srmun.org

History of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

On February 25, 1948, the United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) produced Resolution 106
(VI), establishing the UN Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA).? Known in Spanish as the Comisidn
Econémica para América Latina (CEPAL), the commission concentrated solely on the Latin American region.?
However, with the later adoption of ECOSOC Resolution 1984/67 on July 27, 1984, ECLA expanded its mandate to
include Member States from the Caribbean.® This expansion was due in part to Latin America and the Caribbean’s
commonality of Latin-based languages, development, and both regions having been affected by European
colonialism.* After this expansion, ECLA officially changed its name to the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), while its Spanish acronym, CEPAL, remained unchanged.® Today, ECLAC
serves as one of five regional commissions within ECOSOC that advises on region-specific issues.®

ECLAC’s mandate is to further economic and social development in Latin American and the Caribbean through
regional and sub-regional advocacy, research, and programming.” The body documents all services and projects,
organizes and reports statistical data gathered through research, and coordinates regional efforts to reduce
redundancies and identify new or continuing issues within its Member States. The majority of the body’s
substantive work includes offering policy recommendations to Member States regarding program planning and
management.® Additionally, ECLAC organizes conferences, symposia, and seminars between governments and
expert groups based on regional needs and priorities, ensuring that Member States have a platform to discuss and
provide a regional perspective to global problems.°

Established in 1948, ECLAC’s headquarters is located in Santiago, Chile, while its two sub-regional headquarters
are located in Mexico City, Mexico, and Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.!* Established in 1951, the sub-
regional headquarters in Mexico City serves ten of its Member States: Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama.*? In 1966, ECLAC established a second
sub-regional headquarter in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, to serve all Member States of the insular
Caribbean, as well as Belize, Guyana, and Suriname.*3> ECLAC also has several Member State offices established in
the cities of Buenos Aires in Argentina, Brasilia in Brazil, Montevideo in Uruguay, and Bogota in Colombia.** In
addition to the headquarters, sub-regional headquarters, and Member State offices, ECLAC also maintains a liaison
office in Washington, D.C. in the United States of America.!®
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ECLAC comprises 46 Member States, 33 of which are from Latin America and the Caribbean.'® The remaining
Member States are a conglomerate of Asian, European, and North American Member States that have historical,
economic, and cultural ties with Latin America and the Caribbean.'” ECLAC also contains 14 Associate Members
that are non-independent territories, such as Puerto Rico, Aruba, and Bermuda.'® The Commission commands eight
permanent subsidiary bodies which specialize in unique public policy areas, facilitating cooperation and
coordinating regional stances and missions to be proposed to the secretariat of the Commission.?® To aid in the
coordination between subsidiary bodies, ECLAC’s Committee of the Whole provides Member States with the
opportunity to meet between sessions of the Commission.?°

ECLAC draws most of its funding from Member State contributions, and ensures efficiency and accountability of its
financial structure through a three-phase process of “cycle planning” that includes strategy and legal framework,
program and budgeting, and accountability and evolution.?* The first phase creates the structure of discussion for the
body and initiatives that need to be addressed through a biennial system of strategic planning.?? As part of this initial
planning session, the body also reviews legislative documents and mandates from the UN General Assembly (GA),
ECOSOC, and Member States.? In the second phase, the Commission often creates a detailed logical framework
addressing the priorities and strategies for each planned initiative.?* The final phase, known as the "accountability
and evaluation" phase, is crucial to understanding previous successes, failures, and the best practices of past
initiatives.?> To achieve this, ECLAC produces two reports: one on the activities of its system and one on the
internal technical cooperation.?®

A simple majority of ECLAC Member States must be present to constitute a quorum, and each Member State is
entitled to one vote.?” Items proposed by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can be added to the
Commission‘s agenda if: (1) the NGO falls under category A; (2) they inform the Executive Secretary at least 63
days before the commencement of the session; and, (3) the proposal is submitted with basic documentation 49 days
before the commencement of the session.® Proposals may also be added to the agenda if they are adopted by a two-
thirds majority of those present.?

ECLAC’s recent outstanding resolutions include Resolution 739 (XXXVIII) and Resolution 750 (XXXVIII), both of
which were adopted on October 28, 2020.%° Resolution 739 concentrates on combating the additional threats posed
by the COVID-19 pandemic on women and how to promote gender equality amidst the pandemic.3* Resolution 750
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is dedicated to mitigating technological divides in Central America by expanding technological advancements

amongst ECLAC’s Member States through collaboration and exchange in hopes to mitigate the challenges posed by
the COVID-19 pandemic.*?

32 «“Resolutions Adopted at the Thirty-Eighth Session of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,”
Economic Commission of Latin America and the Caribbean.



I. Combating Rural Poverty through Sustainable Innovation and Inclusion

Introduction

While extreme poverty continues to decline, the COVID-19 pandemic and the unique challenges it has produced
have weakened the United Nations” (UN) efforts to eradicate poverty across the globe by 2030, especially in rural
communities.®® The United Nations Statistic Division reported approximately 79 percent of the world’s poor
population live in rural areas.”* Additionally, compared to urban areas across the world, the poverty rate in rural
areas is three times higher at 17.2 percent.®® Poverty and extreme poverty have particularly devastated rural
communities across Latin America and the Caribbean at alarming rates compared to previous decades, making the
mitigation of rural poverty an imperative for the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC).*® The World Bank defined “extreme poverty” as living on less than USD 1.90 per person per day.¥” Of
the rural population in Latin America and the Caribbean, 60 percent are living in poverty while 39 percent are living
in extreme poverty.® According to ECLAC projections, it is estimated that in 2020 the extreme poverty rate for the
region was 12.5 percent while the poverty rate affected 33.7 percent of the population, increasing the total
population of impoverished people by 209 million.3® Moreover, while 17.2 percent of the world’s population is
consumed by rural poverty, 29 percent of Latin America and the Caribbean’s impoverished population inhabit rural
locations; this 29 percent accounts for approximately 41 percent of the entire region’s population affected by
extreme poverty.*

Exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, the increase of rural poverty has generated growing socioeconomic
tensions such as inequality and unemployment. These socioeconomic tensions are more prominent among women,
and this has been translated to an increase in human and drug trafficking and female exploitation. In some scenarios,
women in rural communities are enticed to trafficking as they are falsely ensured economic opportunity, safety, and
security, while in other situations, women are simply exploited due to their low hierarchical status in a strict
patriarchal society.*! These illegal activities are intensified by rural poverty, which in turn catalyzes the spread of
insecurity and maldevelopment across the region, making this dilemma a priority for ECLAC to combat.

ECLAC’s goals of social inclusion and sustainable development necessitate an addressment of rural poverty and its
effects on social groups within the communities affected. To ensure rising equality, ECLAC urges Member States to
integrate new social and fiscal compacts as well as sustainable measures that adapt to the new economic
environment, attempting to ensure that no individual falls behind.*? Although rural poverty has slowly decreased
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over the last decades, the recent rise in economic hardship and deteriorating social development has begun to reverse
this progress. This recent reversal is in part due to the challenges the COVID-19 pandemic has produced and its
effects on economies around the world. By implementing sustainable initiatives, such as infrastructure development,
innovative farming methods, green career opportunities, and more, these compounding issues can be resolved.

History

The Latin America and Caribbean region experienced significant setbacks over the years in their fight against rural
poverty. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQO) reported rural poverty “grew by two million people between
2014 and 2016, reaching a total of 59 million” people, and the number continues to rise.** From 1990 to 2014,
excluding the financial crisis of 2008, Latin America and the Caribbean reduced the percentage of those affected by
rural poverty in the region from 65 percent to 46 percent.* This reduction is primarily accredited to the transition
and consolidation to a democracy that took place between the 1980s and 1990s in Member States across Latin
America and the Caribbean and also to the spike of economic growth in the early 2000s that led to a substantial
increase in income across the region.* However, from 2014 to 2016, extreme poverty and poverty in rural areas
increased by two percent.*® The FAO further explained that a plethora of Member States have experienced a
substantial decrease in their strides to combat rural poverty.*” The FAO declared:

“Brazil’s rural poverty rate fell to 29 percent in 2014 from 71 percent in
1990; Bolivia’s fell to 54 percent in 2013 from 79 percent in 1997, Chile’s
fell to 7 percent from 39 percent in the same time frame. Colombia reduced
its rate to 42 percent in 2014 from 61 percent in 1991, while from 2000 to
2015 Ecuador reduced its rate to 27 percent from 66 percent and Paraguay
to 51 percent from 70 percent. Peru reduced its poverty rate from 73 percent
to 46 percent, from 1997 to 2014. "#

Moreover, the 2008 global financial crisis was instrumental in increasing poverty, political instability, and
socioeconomic tension in rural areas across the region.® The crisis resulted in increased unemployment across the
globe, a decline in the volume of international trade, and worldwide economic turmoil.>® Throughout the history of
Latin America and the Caribbean, rural poverty has been caused by factors such as income inequality, lack of
sustainable development methods for agrarian societies, and economic instability.5!

Actions Taken by the United Nations

In September 2015, the UN published the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which includes 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).*? Of those, the UN centered its first goal on eliminating all forms of poverty across the

43 “Latin America and the Caribbean suffers historic setback in fight against rural poverty,” Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, accessed September 21, 2021, http://www.fao.org/americas/noticias/ver/en/c/1170292/.
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of the United Nations.

4 “Panorama of Rural Poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean 2018,” Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, accessed December 30, 2021, https://www.fao.org/americas/publicaciones-audio-
video/panoramaruralpoverty2018/en/.
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of the United Nations, accessed September 21, 2021, http://www.fao.org/americas/noticias/ver/en/c/1170292/.
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of the United Nations.
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of the United Nations.

49 Luisa Blanco, “Latin America and the Financial Crisis of 2008: Lessons and Challenges,” Pepperdine Policy Review, vol. 3,
art. 8 (2010), accessed November 5, 2021, https://publicpolicy.pepperdine.edu/academics/research/policy-
review/2010v3/content/latin-america-and-the-financial-crisis-of-2008.pdf.

%0 Blanco, “Latin America and the Financial Crisis of 2008.”
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of the United Nations, accessed September 21, 2021, http://www.fao.org/americas/noticias/ver/en/c/1170292/.
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globe, noting poverty’s outsized negative impact on developing Member States and the resulting difficulty of these
Member States ability to meet basic needs such as health, education, and access to water and sanitation.>

The first SDG is specifically tailored to rural areas suffering from poverty, especially those within the population
who are children.>* Within it, the UN urges for a call of action towards the younger generation, the educated, and
policymakers to utilize their voice and generate awareness, support, and innovation to combat the issue of poverty.>
Furthermore, the UN addresses Latin America and the Caribbean specifically and provides a list of
recommendations of ways to accomplish SDG 1, such as: the incorporation of resilience, public poverty eradication
policies, and the reduction of inequality, especially among rural areas.*® The 2030 Agenda stated, “The incidence of
poverty and extreme poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean is highest among the most vulnerable people,
particularly children, adolescents and young people, women, people living in rural areas, indigenous peoples and
Afro Descendant populations.”s’

The United Nations Sustainable Development Group (UNSDG) has organized a Regional Collaborative Platform
(RCP) for Latin America and the Caribbean for UN entities to coordinate on strategies to aid in the development of
the region.®® Directing the RCP for Latin America and the Caribbean is the Deputy Secretary-General, Amina
Mohammed.>® She is co-chaired by the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC), Ms. Alicia Barcena, and the Regional Director of the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) for Latin America and the Caribbean, Mr. Luis Felipe Lopez-Calva.®® Through the RCP for
Latin America and the Caribbean, entities focus on gender equality and empowerment as well as sustainable
development methods, which are critical in combating rural poverty.5! The RCP for Latin America and the
Caribbean was recently established in November 2020, and the first RCP annual results report will be presented to
Member States in 2022.2

Current Situation

While all Member States in Latin America and the Caribbean, excluding Haiti, are considered middle-income
Member States, the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) explained that one in four people in the
region are subjected to extreme poverty.®® This particular population is heavily concentrated in rural areas and tends
to be comprised of minority groups such as women, indigenous peoples, and Afro-Latinos.®* With an evolving
economy and the COVID-19 pandemic, rural populations are struggling to escape poverty and are working with
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other bodies in an effort to transform their adversities into strengths.
One NGO that specializes specifically in Latin America and the Caribbean is TECHO (meaning “roof” in Spanish),
a youth-led organization that focuses on sustainable development through community networking and
transformative public policy initiatives.®> TECHO, also known as “Un Techo Para Mi Pais” (“a roof for my
country™), is a partner in the UN’s Global Compact, whose mission is to mobilize businesses across the globe to
incorporate sustainable development measures through inclusion, the protection of human rights and the

53 “No Poverty: Why it Matters,” United Nations, accessed September 21, 2021, https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/Goal-1.pdf.

54 “No Poverty: Why it Matters,” United Nations.
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57 “Recommendations from Latin America and the Caribbean to achieve SDG 1 and its targets,” 2030 Agenda in Latin America
and the Caribbean.

% «“Regional Collaborative Program,” United Nations Sustainable Development Group, accessed September 20, 2021,
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85 «“Working to overcome poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean,” Charities Aid Foundation America, accessed November
6, 2021, https://www.cafamerica.org/story/techol.
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environment, and team collaboration.®® Another NGO that has contributed heavily to combating rural poverty in
Latin America and the Caribbean is CARE International, a humanitarian and development organization that
concentrates on sustainability and the empowerment of women to combat poverty.’” CARE International is a partner
in several UN programs and initiatives focusing on accomplishing the SDGs specifically in marginalized societies
and aiding communities in sustainable development strategies such as the Everyone Counts initiative and the Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development Data.%® Overall, IFAD highlights a myriad of initiatives that are being
taken by organizations to help rural areas grow, such as teaching the younger generation how to be entrepreneurs
through training and education, aiding farmers in accessing markets more efficiently, and encouraging inclusive
rural transformation.®°

Throughout rural areas in Latin America and the Caribbean, women are exploited and utilized for unpaid work,
having less of an opportunity than men to earn a wage.” This is in part due to the traditional cultural concept of
“machismo” in Latin America and the Caribbean, where certain social and agricultural roles are dominated by males
rather than females.”™ Additionally, women are much less likely to hold any economic role in the agricultural sector,
with just 20 percent of those economically involved in agriculture being women.” As a result, women are forced to
work in vulnerable employment that lacks social protection programs and benefits, which exacerbates other
prevalent issues in Latin America such as femicide and human trafficking.” ECLAC has implemented several
initiatives addressing gender inequality in Latin America and the Caribbean. To educate and advocate awareness,
ECLAC collaborated at its 30" session in Montevideo, Uruguay, to create the Regional Gender Agenda, a tool that
allows the public to access and view commitments made by the governments of Latin America and the Caribbean on
women’s rights and autonomy, and gender equality, at the meetings of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin
America and the Caribbean.” Created in October 2016, the Regional Gender Agenda creates a system of
accountability and allows governments of Latin America and the Caribbean to collaborate on gender equality
initiatives.” Furthermore, ECLAC has a gender affairs division that has created a Gender Equality Observatory that
provides information on gender equality policies, economic autonomy, and laws of each Member State in Latin
America and the Caribbean.”® Programs focused on gender equality provide an opportunity for truly inclusive
innovation and progress if intertwined with broader anti-poverty sustainable development programs at both national
and regional levels.

A notable initiative to combat rural poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean is the idea of sustainable
development through a bioeconomy. A bioeconomy aims to utilize the power of bioscience and biotechnology
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through production, conservation, and regeneration of biological resources to encourage and create sustainable
solutions and enable a transformation to a sustainable economy.”” Examples include utilizing the soil microbiome
for bioremediation to help restore land and ecosystem degradation, creating biologicals (biopesticides, biostimulants,
and biofertilizers) for crop protection and health to prevent food loss, and the use of microorganisms in wastewater
treatment to obtain nitrogen and phosphorous for fertilization.” In 2019, ECLAC, the FAO, and the Inter-American
Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) united to produce a report titled, Outlook for Agriculture and Rural
Development in the Americas 2019-2020, which envisions a bioeconomy model for Latin America and the
Caribbean and how such a model could catalyze sustainable rural development in rural communities.” Possessing
50 percent of the world’s known biodiversity and 57 percent of its primary forests, Latin America and the Caribbean
is a region that would benefit immensely from a bioeconomy, amplifying their strengths as rural economic sector. &
Through a bioeconomic model, ECLAC asserts that sustainable agricultural production and food security, inclusion
of women and youth, and employment opportunities could be strengthened.8!

Case Study
Combating Poverty Through Youth Empowerment and Sustainable Development in Nicaragua

Nicaragua is one of the most impoverished Member States within ECLAC, with 30 percent of its population living
in poverty and eight percent living in extreme poverty.® In rural communities alone, 50 percent of the rural
population live below the poverty line and 11.5 percent live in extreme poverty. Over the last decade, Nicaragua
has shown renewed focus and dedication specifically on addressing its rural poverty crisis, most notably through
youth empowerment and sustainable development efforts. Some of the Member State’s most successful youth
empowerment programs have sought to aid youth in overcoming socioeconomic barriers and encourage goal-setting
and hone leadership skills. One such program is modeled after the US youth development program 4-H.8
Nicaragua’s version, 4-S, which stands for saber (knowledge), sentimiento (feelings), salud (health), and servicio
(service), empowers Nicaraguan youth to advocate for community and agricultural development through service and
collaboration.®

Within Central America, an area called the Dry Corridor has an outsized impact on Nicaragua’s agricultural sector.%
The Dry Corridor is a strip of land that runs from Panama to Guatemala along the Pacific coast, and is subjected to
severe drought and sporadic and unpredictable rainfall.®” In Nicaragua, the Dry Corridor has left part of the country
facing serious degradation and erosion which has led to food insecurity and economic hardship.® Initiated in 2016,
the IFAD and the Nicaraguan government launched the Nicaraguan Dry Corridor Rural Family Sustainable
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Development Project (NICAVIDA), which educates small farmers on resource management, climate change
adaptation, and public service investment.2> NICAVIDA is scheduled to continue until 2023.%°

Conclusion

ECLAC has emphasized the issue of rural poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean and its accompanying effects
throughout its history and mission, but it is only through collaboration amongst Member States and their support that
rural poverty can be mitigated across the region. For rural poverty to be combatted throughout the region, it should
be addressed and managed through fortified sustainable development initiatives, inclusive of gender equality,
educational opportunities, and community collaboration. In the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, rural poverty in
Latin America and the Caribbean has been exacerbated and is in desperate need of attention from Member States
across the globe.

Committee Directive

Rural poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean is detrimental to the development and growth of the region as a
whole and leaves huge populations at risk. When conducting research, delegates must consider the following: What
existing national programs and initiatives can be improved upon to combat rural poverty in Latin America and the
Caribbean? What policies or efforts of other Member States can be expanded upon or utilized and expanded in Latin
America and the Caribbean’s efforts in mitigating rural poverty? Delegates should also familiarize with existing
ECLAC efforts that could be refocused or expanded. What have been the reasons for the obstacles in eliminating
rural poverty before and after COVID-19? What can be done to promote youth empowerment and gender inclusion
in the region to specifically aid in the fight against rural poverty? What other innovative sustainable development
alternatives and ideas can be introduced into areas affected by rural poverty in the region?
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I1. Strengthening Environmental and Biodiversity Protections through the Empowerment
of Indigenous People

Introduction

Indigenous peoples that have relied on traditional knowledge of resource management possess a great body-of-
knowledge of the behavior of the complex ecological systems in their own local and regional environments.®* Such
historical observations are of significant value and complement the achievements of western environmental
science.? For centuries, indigenous societies have depended on their local environments for a multitude of resources
and as such, these people have developed a great stake in conserving and enhancing biodiversity.* Indigenous
societies have transformed their lands to expand the heterogeneity and restore biodiversity in degraded lands as
these societies have learned that biological diversity is highly impactful in generating the natural resources on which
they rely upon.® From generation to generation, indigenous societies’ practices of conservation of biodiversity have
been developed through long bouts of experimentation and trial and error processes.®® This generational
experimentation involves significant interplay between their knowledge base, their implementation of such
environmental practices, and their belief systems.% As such, this knowledge-practice-belief system of indigenous
peoples relating to environmental conservation and biodiversity is not often palatable for western environmental
science and therefore it is imperative that the value of this system be recognized and be managed sustainably.*
Empowering indigenous people and societies through promoting the knowledge-practice-belief system coupled with
the implementation of western science can serve to strengthen environmental and biodiversity protections in
vulnerable indigenous environments across the globe.%

History

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) has seen significant social and
economic development in the regions it supports.®® While ECLAC has observed progress in poverty reduction,
economic growth, and social advancement, it has also observed the challenges arising from this progress such as
gaps developing from structural heterogeneity, external vulnerability, and overall inequality.’® ECLAC has
continued to acknowledge that indigenous people are historically one of the most marginalized and disadvantaged
groups which has fed into present day discriminatory practices that have involved in systematic dispossession of
their territories and the subsequent consequences that come with.'%* With the more recent emergence of the
recognition of indigenous rights globally, ECLAC has focused greatly on advocating for development and equality
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with a rights-based approach.1’> Most notably, ECLAC has undertaken significant strides in the empowerment of
indigenous peoples in order for their contributions of ancestral knowledge, innovation, and traditional practices of
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity to address the challenges that currently face Latin America and the
Caribbean.1®® ECLAC has recognized that the empowerment of indigenous peoples will not only serve to address
environmental and biodiversity protections but will strengthen equality, human rights, political participation and
social justice in the region.1%

Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean (FILAC)

In July 1992, the Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean (FILAC)
was established to promote self-development and the promotion of the rights of indigenous peoples in Latin
America and the Caribbean.'® The FILAC serves to bridge the gap between States and Indigenous Persons and
provides assistance through financial assistance, crafting public policy, and generating dialogue to promote and
encourage the self-development of indigenous peoples.1® FILAC in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations (UN) released the publication, Forest governance by indigenous and
tribal peoples: An opportunity for Climate Action in Latin America and the Caribbean, which was published to
showcase the need for climate action initiatives as it pertains to protecting the forests of the indigenous and tribal
territories.1%” The publication further highlights the paradoxical situation of the region in being rich in natural and
cultural resources but being monetarily poor and lacking access to substantial public services.'% This report is
important not only to the region but also to indigenous peoples as it further proposes measures that take advantages
of the aforementioned riches “to mitigate and adapt to climate change and protect wildlife and biological diversity,
while reducing extreme poverty, food insecurity and social conflict.”'® The FILAC as an example is just one of
many groups designed to work on the myriad of issues for the region.

On the international scale, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was entered into force in 1992 who’s aim
is to conserve biological diversity, sustain use of the earth’s components and the “fair and equitable sharing of the
benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.”*'° In highlighting this document is Article 8(j) which is
important to that of indigenous populations in that it calls for the CBD to “subject to its national legislation, respect,
preserve and maintain knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying
traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and promote their wider
application with the approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices and
encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge, innovations and
practices.”'** As well, the CBD has held the Working Group on Article 8(j) which was established in 1998 and
through this Working Group has enhanced and implemented new voluntary guidelines in respect to Indigenous
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Populations which include such guidelines as “Akwe: Kon Voluntary Guidelines,” “Tkarihwaie:ri Code of Ethical
Conduct” and “Mo’otz Kuxtal Voluntary Guidelines,” just to name a few.'!? The document is now well over 20
years old and showed that the issue of Biological Diversity is an ongoing issue as biodiversity is deteriorating
worldwide and is expected and projected to worsen and as such the CBD over the years has undergone various
Conference of the Parties. The most recent one labelled the UN Biodiversity Conference is occurring in two parts,
the first part was held online due to COVID-19 from October 11-15, 2021, and the second part is scheduled to be
held in-person in Kunming, China from April 25, 2022, to May 8, 2022.112 This original document and its
continuous Conference of the Parties is important not only to the global landscape and region of Latin America and
the Caribbean but further as well to those of indigenous peoples as these conferences since its inception have
included those from all different levels.

The last landmark document that is of high importance is A/RES/61/295 which is most notably known as the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which was adopted by the UN General Assembly on
September 13, 2007.1* Article 29 of the document provides for “the right to the conservation and protection of the
environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources."**® Further is indicated that
“states shall establish and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples for such conservation and
protection, without discrimination.”*!¢ This document is a great foundation for the indigenous population but there
remains the issue of protections for this group in general and further in the space of environment concerns and
biodiversity.

The Escazl Agreement

On March 4, 2018, the Latin American and Caribbean region adopted the Regional Agreement on Access to
Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, which
became known to be called The Escazt Agreement.!'” The Escazii Agreement is an international treaty signed by 24
Latin American and Caribbean Member States seeking a multilateral approach for sustainable development.t® It sets
forth the necessity to combat inequality and discrimination and guarantee the rights of every person to a healthy
environment and to sustainable development.**® Furthermore, the agreement seeks to increase public access to
environmental information, environmental policy and decision-making, and legal protection and recourse
concerning environmental matters.*? Lastly, the Escazii Agreement takes into account the stakes of current and
future generations and their right to a healthy and sustainable environment.*?! Notably, the Escaz(i Agreement was
the first international treaty in Latin America and the Caribbean concerning the environment and the first
international treaty to include provisions on the rights of environmental defenders.*?? This agreement devotes
particular attention to persons and groups in vulnerable situations, such as indigenous persons, and places equality at
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the core of sustainable development.’?® When providing access of environmental information, disagreement seeks to
guarantee that indigenous peoples and ethnic groups receive assistance in preparing their requests and obtaining
responses.t?* The agreement as well seeks to increase public participation in the environmental decision-making
process and provides clauses that guarantee that the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities are
observed.'?

Current Situation

To advance global climate, biodiversity and development goals, securing land rights for indigenous people is
imperative in tackling the issues of climate change and inequality.*?® The crux of the matter is that billions of
indigenous people live on and manage lands that are unrecognized.'?” This insecurity undermines global efforts to
protect, manage, and restore ecosystems consistent with addressing climate change, increasing biodiversity efforts,
and advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).'?

Customarily, indigenous people hold and use land through community arrangements as opposed to individual land
ownership.*?® This creates issue as lands managed by local people with secure land rights have seen lower rates of
deforestation, held more biodiversity, and have benefitted more people than lands managed by either public or
private entities.*® Indigenous people are often last to receive public investments in infrastructure and environmental
protection which creates barriers for them to participate fully in the formal economy and prevents them from
participating in political processes and environmental decision-making.!3! This history of inequality and political
exclusion has disproportionately subjected indigenous communities to the implications of climate change and other
natural hazards.!3 The irony faced here is that indigenous people hold traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) and
advanced expertise on how to adapt, mitigate, and reduce climate risks and disaster risks yet they are overlooked and
suffer the consequences that come with a lack of legal land-use recognition.**

Indigenous communities safeguard approximately 80 percent of the world’s remaining biodiversity, yet their
governments typically only legally recognize a fraction of this land to belong to these communities.*3* This subjects
these indigenous communities — and the forests and biodiversity they protect — to conflict, environmental
degradation, and weak economic and social development.® Further, as indicated previously, the FAO and the
FILAC came together to create the report Forest governance by indigenous and tribal peoples: An opportunity for
Climate Action in Latin America and the Caribbean which not only talks about the current challenges of the current
topic at hand but further gives insight from the COVID-19 pandemic and the solution to this is clear according to
them, indicating “donor nations should support Latin American efforts to recognize and enforce the rights of
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Indigenous Peoples to their territories, while also investing in the people who are already keeping the forests
standing.”*% This, however, is just a starting point and one idea to mitigate the issue at hand.

Conclusion

Indigenous people worldwide account for 20 percent of the earth’s territory and although they are becoming more
and more recognized worldwide, regionally, and locally, there remains issues and require strengthening of their
protections not only for their own rights but for the overall benefit of the carbon footprint. The UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs lists that some of the remaining issues for the group is 1) land rights in law, but not in
reality, 2) new technologies forcing resettlement, 3) the cost of unsustainable development, 4) the implementation
gap: much talk, little action, 5) climate change threatens the very existence of indigenous peoples and 6) the severe
impact on women.*¥’ Further, it lists the emerging issues to be 1) lands, territories and resources, 2) conservation, 3)
Agenda 2030 specifically target 2.3, 4) violation of rights, 5) autonomy and self-determination, 6) extractive
industries, 7) community-based mapping, monitoring and information systems and 8) climate change itself.** The
background guide topic is just the beginning the conversation that needs to be had on the pressing issue at hand and,
its true importance as the population in question provides traditional knowledge in protecting the plant’s biodiversity
and maintenance of the overall health of the ecosystem.

Committee Directive

Indigenous communities have been caretakers of the environment, protecting their lands, respecting wildlife, and
utilizing traditional ecological knowledge passed down through generations. Today, indigenous peoples continue to
safeguard some of the most biodiverse areas on the planet. Though indigenous peoples comprise only around six
percent of the global population, they protect 80 percent of biodiversity left in the world. As delegates conduct
research, they should become fluent in their understanding of how the knowledge-practice-belief system of
indigenous communities coupled with the implementation of western science can serve to strengthen environmental
and biodiversity protections in vulnerable indigenous environments across the globe. Delegates should consider the
social, political, legal, and economic barriers that prevent indigenous peoples from safeguarding their environments.
Delegates should be mindful of the frameworks and programs already in place and ask themselves where these
frameworks and programs need to be improved to further safeguard the environmental rights of indigenous peoples.
What efforts would be most effective in empowering indigenous peoples to continue to safeguard their environment
and biodiversity? Is there a comprehensive solution for all indigenous communities? Will Member States outside of
Latin America and the Caribbean be impacted by these efforts?
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