
Israel and Palestine: Global Implications 

Introduction 

From 1987 to 2010, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict killed 11,952 individuals.1  Today, the death toll continues to 

rise, as domestic and international measures have failed to bring this controversy to an end.2  The conflict has 

extended for several decades, and the situation as it stands remains volatile and tense.  The issue began in 1948 

when the global community began to recognize Israel as a State although it was located on the same land as the 

geographic region historically known as Palestine; the territorial dispute resulted in humanitarian and security 

implications both within the region and abroad .3 Numerous violent conflicts have resulted, including the Six-

Day War, which set new boundaries for the shared land between the Israelis and Palestinians; Palestine then 

declared its independence in 1988, and was recognized by many Member States as its own state.4 

 

There are several aspects of this conflict, but the issue of statehood, recognition, and the rights of the land are 

the primary focus.  These issues are further complicated by the Israeli settlements, the decision regarding 

Jerusalem as the State’s capital, and the increase in steady attacks and violent outbreaks that have taken place in 

the region. Throughout the conflict, there have been several different parties who have been involved.  The 

Israeli government, the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO), the Palestinian Authority (PA), and Harakat 

al-Muqawama al-Islamiyya (Hamas), are directly involved, but several Member States have shown interest in 

this conflict through time as well, including Jordan, Egypt and the United States.5  This further impacts the 

international community as a whole, as the conflict directly involves international actors, and creates significant 

security and humanitarian concerns for both the region and the international community at large. 

 

Individual Actors 

 

There are multiple parties involved in the conflict between Palestine and Israel.  The Israeli Government is 

currently led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, first elected to serve in this position in 1996, and most 

recently elected in 2009.6  Several Member States support Israel, including the United States and Qatar.7   

 

The situation in Palestine is a bit more complex, with three organizations playing a role. Today, the PLO is 

recognized as the legitimate representative of Palestine to the international community, and has established 

diplomatic relations with over 100 Member States.8 However, during the Oslo Peace Process, the PA was set in 

to govern specific regions within Gaza, and is recognized as the official governmental body in Palestine.9  The 

PLO maintains seniority to the PA.10 Further, Hamas is a Palestinian Sunni-Islamic political organization which 

seized control of the Gaza Strip in 2007, and has since maintained it.11 12 However, Hamas is not afforded a 

place in the Palestinian government and is not recognized by the PA, instead governing independently but 
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coordinating with the PLO on the liberation front.13 In 1997, the United States officially designated Hamas as a 

Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO), followed by similar action from the European Union, Canada, and 

Japan.14 On the contrary, Iran, Lebanon, and the Arab League have expressed support for both Hamas and the 

PLO.15   

 

Israel, the PLO, and Hamas each believe that they are entitled to the land of the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and 

Jerusalem, viewing the areas as holy places for each respective state.16 Thus, the conflict continues to ensue, as 

no formidable solution for peace has been found. Internationally, in the interest of ending the security risks and 

humanitarian crisis this conflict creates, a majority of Member States support a peace agreement between Israel 

and Palestine, many of which refuse to support one side.17  

 

Historical Background 

The relevant history of the region occupied by Palestine and Israel begins with the Ottoman Empire.  The 

Ottoman Empire controlled the region for almost 400 years, and at the beginning of the 20th century with the 

defeat of the Ottomans in World War I, a majority of the region was divided between the states we now know as 

Syria and Lebanon, and inhabited primarily by Arab Muslims.18 19 The League of Nations in 1921 granted the 

remaining land in the region to the United Kingdom in the Palestine Mandate; this region included the territories 

now known as Israel, Jordan, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip.20 

 

As a result of prolonged conflict between the Arabs and the Jews over land rights in the British Mandate of 

Palestine, the United Nations created the Special Commission on Palestine to investigate the best path 

forward.21  Following the end of this Commission in November 1947, the UN General Assembly adopted 

Resolution 181, or the Partition Resolution, recommending the division of the Palestine region into Jewish and 

Arab states.22  However, as Resolutions in the General Assembly are not legally binding, this recommendation 

was not acted upon, and the conflict ensued.23 On 14 May 1948, the British Mandate over the area known as 

Palestine ended, and David Ben-Gurion, the first Prime Minister of Israel, acting upon the Partition Resolution 

proclaimed the land as the state of Israel.24  A majority of Jews were in support of the Partition Resolution, 

while a majority of Arabs were against it; thus, in reaction to the proclamation of a Jewish state of Israel, the 

1948 Arab-Israeli war began.25  Troops from Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, and Syria, invaded the Palestinian region to 

combat Israeli troops and the creation of a Jewish state.26 During the conflict, approximately 711,000 Arabs fled 
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or were expelled from Israel.27  After several ceasefire attempts, the war ended in 1949, with an independent 

Israel controlling more territory than before the war.28  As a result, Israel was recognized by several Member 

States of the United Nations, including the United States, the Soviet Union, Guatemala, Iceland, Romania, 

Poland, Ireland, and South Africa.29  On 11 May 1949, Israel was admitted and gained full membership in the 

United Nations, further escalating tensions and conflict within the region.30 

 

Palestine officially declared itself an independent state in 1988, reigniting many of the existing tensions and 

disputes which continue to occur today.31  The PLO claimed rule over Palestine, justifying their right to form a 

state on the Partition Resolution.32  Although lacking control of the territory of Jerusalem, the PLO claimed 

Jerusalem as the capital of Palestine, leading to increased violence between Israel and Palestine.33   

 

In 1993, the United States initiated peace talks known as the Oslo Accords between the governing bodies of 

Israel and Palestine.34  This process was intended primarily to address the territorial disputes, with the ultimate 

goal of achieving lasting peace; the foundation for the peace talks were Security Council Resolution 242 (1967) 

and 338 (1973), two previous ceasefire solutions.35  The Oslo Accord discussions were led by Norway, and 

resulted in an agreement under which the West Bank and Gaza Strip were transferred to Palestinian control in 

exchange for a permanent end to the attacks on Israeli targets by Palestinian forces.36 37  However, this solution 

was not successful in its implementation; Israel did not recognize the PLO as an authoritative body, and refused 

to turn over the West Bank and Gaza Strip.38 Palestine, on the other hand, began to exercise control over the 

areas, moving people and forming settlements in the West Bank and on the Strip.39 Thus, the international 

community continued to attempt peace talks throughout the 1990s.40 However, Palestinian uprisings against 

Israel in the early 2000s ended the 1990s-negotiations process.41  From 2000 to 2005 the uprisings resulted in 

the death of approximately 1,000 Israelis and 3,200 Palestinians.42  

 

Current Situation 

As the situation stands today, Palestine maintains legal control of the West Bank under the Oslo Accords, but 

the area is occupied by Israel; the Gaza Strip is controlled by Hamas and under an Israeli land, air, and sea 

blockade to prevent Hamas from obtaining weapons.43 This blockade is assisted by the imposition of economic 
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and financial sanctions by the United States, as the state views Hamas as a terrorist organization.44  Ultimately, 

the blockade has resulted in a significant humanitarian crisis, with those in Gaza essentially locked into the area 

with no access to badly needed food and humanitarian supplies.45  

 

Although Israel officially withdrew from Gaza in 2005, the United Nations and other international human rights 

organisations such as Amnesty International still consider Gaza to be occupied by Israel, as the blockade gives 

Israel both direct and indirect control of life within Gaza.46   

 

While the West Bank is currently governed by the PA, there are several Israeli settlements within the West 

Bank.47 On 9 July 2004, the International Court of Justice ruled that these Israeli settlements are illegal, as 

construction of these settlements is essentially an attempt to annex the territory.48 However, Israel continues to 

dispute this ruling, and maintains its settlements, creating areas within Palestinian territory solely occupied by 

Israeli citizens.49 50 In these areas, Palestinians are excluded from certain Israeli-only roads and forced to go 

through a number of security checkpoints in what is legally Palestinian territory.51  Additionally, most 

international lawyers believe settlements violate the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits the transfer of 

population into occupied territories.52  These settlements pose a constant threat to peace, as the restrictions and 

regulations lead to violence, home demolition, and arbitrary borders.53  On 23 December 2016, the UN Security 

Council adopted Resolution 2334 (2016), stating that Israel’s settlements do not have legal validity and are in 

breach of international law.54  The United States abstained from voting on this Resolution.55  

 

Today, there is still an abundance of violence in the region.  Recently, the primary conflict at hand involves the 

territorial claims to Jerusalem.  Jerusalem, especially the Old City and its Holy Sites, are essential to the 

religious beliefs of both Muslims and Jews; while the area is currently a neutral site, tensions in the region 

continue to escalate over claims to the rightful ownership of the city.56 In the past year there have been several 

outbreaks of violence in the Old City of Jerusalem, and the Holy Sites of the Old City have been vandalized 

numerous times.57  In July of 2017, Israel imposed new law enforcement restrictions around the mosques in the 

Old City, making it more difficult for Palestinians to enter the region.58 As a result, violence in the area has 

increased; most recently, four Palestinians were killed and over 200 Palestinians and Israelis were harmed 

during a violent uprising in September of 2017 due to a clash of Israeli and Palestinian civilians and police 
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forces at the Holy Gates of Jerusalem.59 60  Complicating matters even more, in December of 2017, the President 

of the United States, Donald J. Trump, went on record to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and announced 

that the US would relocate its embassy there, further legitimizing Israel as the rightful claimant to the disputed 

holy land.61 This announcement was condemned by 128 countries in a United Nations General Assembly vote.62   

 

Security Implications 

The United Nations Security Council has adopted several resolutions regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

since 1948. The primary motivation for UN action is to bring a peaceful and permanent end to the conflict. 

Thus, in 2002, the United Nations proposed a two-state solution in Security Council Resolution 1397, under 

which Palestine would be established as an independent state with control over the Gaza Strip and most of the 

West Bank, and Jerusalem would serve as the capital of both states. 63 This solution remains the current 

recommendation of the UN, but has not been adopted by the PLO or Israeli Government.  

 

The alternative to the two-state solution is the one-state solution, which comes in two forms.64 The first option is 

the unification of the territory currently known as Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza, into a democratic state.65 In 

this version, Arabs would outnumber the Jews, thus effectively ending Israel as a Jewish state.66 Alternatively, 

Israel would annex the West Bank, taking the region for the state of Israel.67 Generally speaking, Palestinians 

tend to favor the first option, whereas Zionists tend to favor the second.68  

 

The security concerns created by this conflict are extensive. The extremism and acts of terrorism that ensue 

within the region, from one side to the other or as a clashing of both sides, is reason enough for the UN to 

remain involved.69 The fear created from constant attacks, destruction of property, and threat of removal from 

the region, as well as the lack of access to food and adequate water, creates a humanitarian crisis that affects 

civilians on both sides.70  Each year, 20-30 rockets are launched between the sides, destroying homes, access 

roads, and infrastructure, and even injuring or killing civilians.71  All attempts at peace agreements thus far have 

failed to prevent these attacks, and the possibility that another attack could strike the region at any second keeps 

all citizens on edge.72 

 

Furthermore, the security concerns extend far beyond the Israeli and Palestinian borders. As noted by UN 

Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Nickolay Mladenov, borders are not enough to contain 

extremism or acts of extreme violence.73  The constant instability of the region has contributed to instability in 

the Middle East overall, and does nothing to help bring an end to the global war on terrorism.74 In fact, it 
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ultimately contributes to it. Lacking an adamant stance on terror and the use of extreme violence internally, 

Israel and Palestine cannot enforce an end or solution to international extremism, nor forge a clear path forward.  

 

Despite the many attempts at peace that have been made, it is difficult to negotiate an agreement that will ensure 

that all parties in this conflict are satisfied.  The international community has made several attempts to attain 

peace through mediation and negotiation without success. Tensions continue to rise in the region and the 

possibility of a two-state solution dwindles with the passing of time, impacting not only the Israeli and 

Palestinian people, but the international community as a whole. The heated debate continues to cause 

irreversible damage in the region and within society. The question remains as to whether the conflict should be 

resolved by following the United Nations proposed two-state solution or through some other peaceful path.   
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