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Esteemed Delegates, 
  
I welcome you to SRMUN Charlotte 2018 and the General Assembly Plenary.  My name is Sydnee Abel and it is 
my distinct pleasure to serve as your Director for this stimulating and exciting committee.  This will be my third 
conference as a SRMUN staff member.  Previously I served as the Director for the Commission on the Status of 
Women for SRMUN Atlanta 2017 and the Assistant Director for the General Assembly Plenary at SRMUN 
Charlotte 2017.  I am currently an undergraduate student at Clemson University and will earn a Bachelor’s of Arts in 
Political Science with a minor in French. 
 
Serving as your Assistant Director (AD) for this exciting and challenging committee is Sloane Perkins.  This will be 
Sloane’s first time as a staff member but she is not new to the SRMUN scene as she was a delegate at SRMUN 
Charlotte 2017’s General Assembly Plenary.  Sloane is currently working towards a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Political Science and a minor in Spanish at Clemson University. 
  
The General Assembly is comprised of all 193 Member States of the United Nations (UN) and provides a unique 
forum for multilateral discussion on all global issues discussed in the Charter.  The General Assembly was 
established as a founding institution of the UN and is the primary policymaking and representative organ.  It is the 
only universally representative body of the five principal organs. 
  
Keeping in mind the mandate of the UN, the GA, and the theme of SRMUN Charlotte 2018 , the following topics 
have been chosen for delegates this year: 
  

I. Furthering Water and Sanitation as a Human Right 
II.  Confronting Radiological Security Challenges with Advanced Detection Solutions 

 
The background guide serves as a foundation for your research, however, it should not be utilized as a delegation's 
entire means for information on the above topics.  Each individual topic is prepared in depth and it is expected that 
delegates research beyond the guide in preparation for their position paper as well as for the conference itself.  Each 
delegation is required to submit a position paper no longer than two pages in length (single spaced) which should 
showcase your Member State's position, policies, and recommendations on each of the two topics.  More 
information regarding formatting and examples for position papers can be found at srmun.org.  All position papers 
MUST be submitted no later than March 23, 2018 by 11:59 pm EST via the SRMUN website.  
  
Sloane and I send you the warmest regards in your preparations for SRMUN Charlotte 2018 and look forward to 
reading the position papers and working with all of you.  Please feel free to contact Kayla, Sloane, or myself should 
you have any questions during your preparation for the conference. 
 
 
Sydnee Abel  Sloane Perkins  Kayla Bello 
Director   Assistant Director  Deputy Director-General 
gaplen_charlotte@srmun.org  gaplen_charlotte@srmun.org ddg_charlotte@srmun.org  
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Committee History of the General Assembly Plenary 
 
The United Nations General Assembly Plenary (GA) was established in 1945, under Chapter IV of the United 
Nations (UN) Charter.  Comprising of all 193 Member States of the UN, it provides a unique forum for multilateral 
discussion of the full spectrum of international issues covered by the Charter.1  It was established as a founding 
institution of the UN as the “…deliberative, policymaking and representative organ.”2  It is the only universally 
representative body of the five principal organs of the UN and each Member State has a vote in the General 
Assembly.3 
 
The first session convened on 10 January 1946 with representatives from 51 Member States.4  Since its inception, 
the GA has grown through its authority to approve the admission of new Member States, upon the recommendation 
of the Security Council (SC).5  The GA also includes two permanent observers, the Holy See and Palestine.6  
 
Since its creation, the GA has evolved into the primary platform for dialogue between developed and developing 
Member States.7  The GA works to maintain international peace and security by considering and making 
recommendations to Member States about sanctions and disarmament.8  The only exception to this duty is the GA 
may not consider disputes or situations that are currently being discussed by the SC.9  The GA is able to initiate 
studies and help facilitate international political cooperation.10  This includes promoting the development of 
international law, spreading the realization of fundamental freedoms and rights, and aiding in “international 
collaboration in the economic, social, humanitarian, cultural, educational and health fields.”11   
 
The GA acts as a mediator on peaceful settlements of situations that could damage the relationships between two 
Member States.12  The GA considers budgets and reports from the SC and other UN organs in order to publish 
assessments.13  The GA is able to elect the non-permanent members of the SC as well as the members of other UN 
councils and organs and, “on the recommendation of the Security Council, appoint the Secretary-General.”14  Most 
importantly, the GA  may “take action if the Security Council fails to act, owing to the negative vote of a permanent 
member, in a case where there appears to be a threat to the peace, breach of the peace or act of aggression.”15 
 
Currently, the GA functions with six main committees including: First Committee or the Disarmament and 
International Security Committee; Second Committee or the Economic and Financial Committee; Third Committee 
or the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee; Fourth Committee or the Special Political and Decolonization 

                                                 
1 “Functions and Powers of the General Assembly,” United Nations General Assembly.   

https://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml (accessed July 14, 2017). 
2 "About the General Assembly,” United Nations General Assembly.  http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ (accessed July 15, 2017). 
3 “The Role of the UN General Assembly,” Council on Foreign Relations.   

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly (accessed August 11, 2017). 
4 “Functions and Power of the General Assembly,” United Nations General Assembly.   

https://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml (accessed July 14, 2017). 
5 “About UN membership,” United Nations.   

http://www.un.org/en/sections/member-states/about-un-membership/index.html (accessed August 11, 2017). 
6 “The Role of the UN General Assembly,” Council of Foreign Relations.   

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly (accessed July 15, 2017). 
7 “The General Assembly,” United Nations Foundation.   

http://www.unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/united-nations/the-general-assembly.html (accessed July 16, 2017). 
8 “Peace and Security,” United Nations.  http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/peace-and-security/  

(accessed August 11, 2017). 
9 “Functions and Power of the General Assembly,” United Nations General Assembly.   

https://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml (accessed July 15, 2017). 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 “The Role of the UN General Assembly,” Council on Foreign Relations.   

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/role-un-general-assembly (accessed August 11, 2017). 
13 “The PGA Handbook,” UNITAR.  https://www.unitar.org/ny/sites/unitar.org.ny/files/UN_PGA_Handbook.pdf 

(accessed August 11, 2017). 
14 “Functions and Powers of the General Assembly,” United Nations General Assembly.   

https://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml (accessed July 14, 2017). 
15 Ibid. 
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Committee; Fifth Committee, and the Administration and Budgetary Committee, and Sixth Committee, also known 
as the Legal Committee.16 The GA Plenary discusses and adopts resolutions about the budget that include 
recommendations concerning financial planning, monitoring, programming, and the evaluation cycle.17  
 
The regular annual session begins in New York City in September on the Tuesday of the third week.18  The GA may 
meet in special sessions at the request of the SC, by request from the majority of the Member States, or at the 
request of one member if the majority members concur.19  Prior to the opening of a new session, one President and 
21 Vice Presidents are elected.20  The President presides over the GA, observing the parliamentary rules of order, 
directing discussions, and adjourning the meeting.21  The Secretary-General is designated by the Charter as the chief 
administrative officer of the Organization and is empowered to "bring to the attention of the Security Council any 
matter which in his opinion may threaten the maintenance of international peace and security."22 23 
 
Further, under the guidance of A/RES/377A(V), “Uniting for peace”, the GA may call for an “emergency special 
session” if it finds the members of the Security Council failing “to exercise its primary responsibility for 
maintenance of international peace and security in any case where there appears to be a threat to the peace, breach of 
peace, or act of aggression.”24 If not in session at the time, the members of the GA may call for the emergency 
special session to be held within 24 hours.25 To date, the GA has called for ten special sessions with the latest being 
convened in April 1997 and last resumed on 15-16 January 2009 to consider the crisis in the Gaza Strip.26 
 
Resolutions usually require a simple majority to pass, with each Member State having one vote.27  Every Member 
State has the right to vote unless they are in arrears of their financial debts to the UN for two or more years; this rule, 
however, can be suspended if the Member State cannot control its financial conditions.28  Observers have no voting 
rights as they are considered “non-Member States, entities, and organizations” that can only participate in the GA 
but they are permitted to speak at meetings.29  
 
The United Nations budget “can be divided into three main categories: the UN regular budget, the Peacekeeping 
budget and voluntary contributions.”30  The pay structure for the regular budget is determined by the gross national 
income and is greatly dependent on each Member State’s contributions, which range from 22 percent to .001 percent 

                                                 
16 “The Generally Assembly,” United Nations Foundation.  http://www.unfoundation.org/what-we-do/issues/united-  (accessed  

August 11, 2017). 
17 “Main Committees,” United Nations General Assembly.  http://www.un.org/en/ga/maincommittees/ (accessed July 15, 2017). 
18 “What are the opening dates of forthcoming regular sessions of the General Assembly and of the General Debate?”  

United Nations Library.  http://ask.un.org/faq/14598 (accessed October 18, 2017). 
19 “Functions and Powers of the General Assembly,” United Nations General Assembly.   

https://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml (accessed July 14, 2017). 
20 “Rules of Procedure,” United Nations General Assembly.  http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/ropga/prez.shtml (accessed  

July 16, 2017).   
21 Ibid.   
22 “The role of the Secretary-General,” United Nations.  https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/role-secretary-general   

(accessed July 16, 2017).   
23 Ibid.   
24 Emergency Special Sessions, General Assembly of the United Nations, United Nations,  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/emergency.shtml (accessed December 16, 2017). 
25 Ibid. 
26 Tenth Emergency Special Session, General Assembly of the United Nations, United Nations,  

http://www.un.org/en/ga/sessions/emergency10th.shtml (accessed December 21, 2017). 
27 “Functions and Power of the General Assembly,” United Nations General Assembly.   

https://www.un.org/ga/about/background.shtml (accessed July 15, 2017). 
28 “Charter of the United Nations, Chapter IV: The General Assembly,” The United Nations.   

http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-iv/index.html (accessed July 16, 2017). 
29 “Observers,” The United Nations.  http://www.un.org/en/ga/about/observers.shtml (accessed on July 16, 2017). 
30 “The UN Regular Budget and Payments to Specialized Agencies,” UN Budget Process.   

https://betterworldcampaign.org/us-un-partnership/importance-of-funding-the-un/un-budget-process/ (accessed July 17, 
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as a minimum.31 32  The regular budget “finances the core bodies and activities of the UN.”33  The GA utilizes 
reports supplied by the Fifth Committee to determine the funding of resolutions.34  The peacekeeping budget follows 
a formula similar to the regular budget but gives larger discounts to least developed Member States.35  The five 
permanent members of the SC contribute at a higher rate thus making up the deficit.36  Lastly, voluntary 
contributions are determined at “the discretion of individual Member States” and used to finance humanitarian relief 
and development agencies.37 38 
 
Since the inception of the GA, many notable resolutions have been passed by the body. In 19 December 1961, the 
GA approved A/RES/1714 (XVI) on an experimental three-year basis the creation of the World Food Programme 
and since its establishment has grown to be the world’s largest humanitarian aid organization.39  A/RES/1714(XVI) 
helped areas affected by natural disasters, healthcare emergencies, and poverty.40  The Montreal Protocol is the 
product of A/RES/42/182 and was signed in 1992, establishing a position for the reduction of emissions from 
chlorofluorocarbons which helps to protect the atmosphere and prevent the deterioration of the ozone layer.41  The 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) was developed by A/RES/2335(XXII) and works to protect the rights of 
children through immunizations, providing schools, and advocacy partnerships.  These protections have helped save 
the lives of 90 million children around the world.42  Disarmament efforts are another way the GA promotes world 
peace.  Although the 1968 Treaty on Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, did not eradicate nuclear weapons it 
was successful in securing commitments from major world powers toward promoting disarmament.43 44 
 
During the recent sessions relating to human rights, significant strides were accomplished by the passing of 
resolution A/RES/71/201 which confronted issues of missing persons.45  The GA sparked discussion by passing a 
resolution in regards to the status of internally displaced persons and refugees from Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali in 
Georgia.46  The GA has also driven research on topics such as digital age privacy rights and the role of translators in 

                                                 
31 Ibid. 
32 “Member States' Assessed Share of the UN Budget,” Global Policy Forum.   

https://www.globalpolicy.org/un-finance/tables-and-charts-on-un-finance/member-states-assessed-share-of-the-un-
budget.html  (accessed July 17, 2017). 

33 “The UN Regular Budget and Payments to Specialized Agencies,” UN Budget Process.   
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34 Ibid. 
35 “Member States' Assessed Share of the UN Budget,” Global Policy Forum.   

https://www.globalpolicy.org/un-finance/tables-and-charts-on-un-finance/member-states-assessed-share-of-the-un-
budget.html (accessed July 17, 2017). 

36 “Simplifying the UN Budget,” Devex. https://www.devex.com/news/simplifying-the-un-budget-77709 (accessed  
October 18, 2017). 

37 “The UN Regular Budget and Payments to Specialized Agencies,” UN Budget Process.   
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2017). 

38 Ibid. 
39 A/RES/1714 (XVI), World Food Programme, General Assembly, United Nations. 
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40 General Assembly Resolutions,” The United Nations.   
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fostering peace between Member States.47  The GA notoriously funds peacekeeping and interim security force 
operations along with many stabilization missions across the globe.48  
 
The GA works hard to cover all the needs of those within it, which not only creates a unique environment for debate, 
but also a great venue for change.   
 
  

                                                 
47 “Resolutions 71st Session,” United Nations General Assembly.  https://www.un.org/en/ga/71/resolutions.shtml   

(accessed October 18, 2017).   
48 “General Assembly Approves Nearly $8 Billion for 15 Peacekeeping Missions in 2016/2017,” United Nations.   

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11794.doc.htm (accessed October 18, 2017).   
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I.  Furthering Water and Sanitation as a Human Right 
 

“Water must never be a reason for rivalry or competition.  Water must be a source of cooperation  
and of shared security and prosperity.  Let us remember that water is our primary source of life.  So[,] this 

 is also, fundamentally, an existential challenge and a moral obligation.” 
-Jan Eliasson, Former United Nations Deputy Secretary-General49 

 
Introduction  
 
Clean water and proper sanitation are two of the most important resources a person needs in order to live a healthy 
life.50  Water covers over 70 percent of the earth’s surface, however, only three percent is drinkable, bathe-able, and 
farmable water. 51  Of the world’s fresh water supply, three-fourths is in the form of frozen glaciers or otherwise 
unavailable.52  This scarcity makes fresh water one of the rarest commodities on Earth.53  The issue of access is often 
times difficult for citizens of developed Member States to comprehend since fresh water is readily available on a 
daily basis.  However, 2.64 billion people around the world do not have access to adequate sanitation and over 780 
million people do not have access to suitable water sources.54  The demand for water will continue to increase, as 
nearly 70 percent of the world’s population will live in urban areas by 2050.55  Having been labeled as the “new oil,” 
water is a valuable product in short supply with a never-ending demand.56 
 
Current Situation  
 
Water scarcity can be defined in two terms: quantity and quality.57  Developed Member States are able to extend the 
quantity of water through the use of water treatment facilities, while developing Member States are financially 
unable to purify wastewater at the same rate.58  Many states lack the sanitation systems and methods required to 
maintain the quality level needed for health and agricultural success.59  Almost 66 percent of Africa is arid, with 
little to no rainfall, or semi-arid resulting in significant water-scarce areas.60  This contributes greatly to the six to 
eight million people, including more than 800 children, who die every year as a consequence of water-related 
diseases because water scarcity leads to water borne diseases from water that is polluted and left untreated.61 62 63  
Contaminated water diseases such as diarrhea, cholera, dysentery, typhoid, and polio and are estimated to cause 
502,000 diarrheal deaths each year in Africa alone.64  One of reasons for such deaths can easily occur as people may 
decide handwashing is not a priority, thereby adding to the likelihood of diarrhea and other diseases.65 
 

                                                 
49 “Tackling water challenges an ‘urgent task’ as world moves forward on sustainable development goals – UN  

deputy chief,” United Nations. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2015/09/tackling-water-challenges-an-
urgent-task-as-world-moves-forward-on-global-goals-un-deputy-chief/ (accessed September 29, 2017).   

50 “Water Scarcity,” World Wildlife Fund. https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/water-scarcity (accessed October 4, 2017). 
51 Ibid. 
52 Ibid. 
53 “Ibid.  
54 “Water and Sanitation,” One. https://www.one.org/international/issues/water-and-sanitation/ (accessed September 4, 2017). 
55 “The Demand for Water Will Increase Five Times by 2050,” Forbes.   
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for-water-will-increase-five-times-by-2050/&refURL=&referrer=#7b7e742d706d (accessed September 29, 2017).   

56 Ibid. 
57 “Background of Water Scarcity,” Nonenergy Resources.  

https://sites.google.com/site/nonenergyresources/home/background-of-water-scarcity (October 4, 2017). 
58 Ibid. 
59 Ibid. 
60 “Facts and figures,” UN Water.   

http://unwater-archive.stage.gsdh.org/UN-Water/www.unwater.org/water-cooperation-2013//water-cooperation/facts-
and-figures/en/ (accessed September 4, 2017). 

61 Ibid. 
62 “Water and Sanitation,” One.  https://www.one.org/international/issues/water-and-sanitation/ (accessed September 4, 2017). 
63  “Background of Water Scarcity,” Nonenergy Resources.  
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64 “Drinking-Water,” WHO.  http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs391/en/ (accessed September 4, 2017).   
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Financially speaking, water scarcity is destructive to society as it is common in these disadvantaged areas to 
experience high death tolls due to water borne diseases or lack of water.66  Analysts estimate by eliminating diseases 
caused by poor sanitation and lack of water quality, affected Member States would reap billions in health and 
productivity gains, with estimations of three to 34 USD gained for every dollar spent.67  For example, in the 
Republic of Kenya, poor sanitation costs the Member State upwards of 324 million USD per year due to higher 
mortality rates, loss of productivity, healthcare and access to facilities.68  This puts a heavy burden on the 
government as it can be difficult for certain economies to deal with this strain.69  Many Member States in Africa and 
around the world face similar economic complications.  Improvements in water and sanitation would result in an 
estimated 32 billion USD in economic benefits per year globally from reductions in the cost of health care and 
increased productivity by reduced illness and decreased time spent collecting water.70 
   
While efforts to make water more accessible showed a steady increase in effectiveness, sanitation is an entirely 
different issue.  In Member States where economic disparities exist, those living in poverty are half as likely to have 
water.71  However, in regard to sanitation, impoverished communities are one-fourth as likely to have access to 
proper sanitation, resulting in widespread diseases such as Polio and Ebola. 72 73  Even though it is undeniable that 
access to water is linked with proper sanitation, hygiene poses a global health challenge as well.74  The absence of 
proper hygiene often nullifies efforts taken to treat the water, as many households do not have a proper place to store 
water.75  Clean water is commonly contaminated through unhygienic and unsanitary conditions in the household, 
encouraging the spread of feco-oral infections.76  Additionally, school attendance is discouraged, namely for 
women, as lack of proper hygienic products such as toilets or menstrual sanitation facilities are often not available.77 
In addition, lack of adequate facilities for menstrual hygiene can contribute to girls and even female teachers 
missing days at school; the World Health Organization states that this can even lead girls to drop out of education 
altogether at puberty.78 
 
Actions Taken by the United Nations 
 
The 1972 United Nations Conference on Human Environment in Sweden brought global attention to water scarcity 
and poor sanitation through emphasizing the mutual relationship between man and the environment.79  The 
conference mandated the World Health Organization (WHO) to research “water supply, sewerage and waste-
disposal systems adapted to local conditions.” 80  As a result, the WHO recommended that a framework for safe 
drinking-water comprised of health-based targets be established and run by a competent health authority to ensure a 
properly managed system with adequate infrastructure, appropriate monitoring, and effective planning and 
management, as well as an independent surveillance system.81  Health-based targets should be based on the 
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evaluation of health risks in the area so that the water source can be properly treated to address the issues.82  In 
conjunction, water safety plans should be implemented to ensure the quality is up to standard and to provide a 
system of monitoring and management if it is not.83  The independent surveillance system would verify that all the 
necessary requirements are being met.84  The release of the WHO’s guidelines and water safety plans for drinking-
water quality has resulted in steady improvements to infrastructure and access to clean water.85   
 
Further, the WHO has partnered with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to bring solutions to 
developing Member States.86  Such actions include clean water and sanitation language being discussed in the 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959.87  Beginning their efforts with the Water Supply and Environmental 
Sanitation Team, UNICEF focused on deep well digging and power pumping to provide clean water to mothers and 
children.88  Over the decades, their programs have evolved to include Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) 
guidelines which help to provide clean water, adequate sanitation and proper hygiene.89  The WASH guidelines 
offer new innovations, such as solar and wind technologies, for water and sanitation processes with clear structured 
goals for all Member States involved.90  
 
Further actions taken by the UN was in the establishment of the International Decade for Action: Water for Life, 
2005 to 2015, which has been marked by two significant accomplishments.91  First, increases in public-private 
partnerships, investments by large corporations, and more community-based organizations and nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) working to improve access to water and sanitation.92  One such partnership is the creation of 
Virtual Water Trade.93  The Global Public Policy Network (GPPN) on Water Management actively supports Virtual 
Water Trade.94  Virtual water is the volume of freshwater used to produce a product measured in regard to the 
location that it was made.95  While a product may not necessarily seem like its created by water, it likely is and there 
is a cost attributed to its production.  This is what we commonly refer to as the water footprint.96 The GPPN is 
actively working to establish a standard methodology for assessing water footprints and identifying means to 
develop online resources for programs, tools and research.97   
                                                                                
Second, in 2010, the GA passed Resolution A/RES/64/292 which identified water and sanitation as a human right 
but also established rules for Member States to follow in order to properly care for the citizens impacted.98  Due to 
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this resolution, safe water and basic sanitation is a legal entitlement, communities are empowered to be part of the 
decision-making processes, and the UN will monitor the progress of Member States and hold them accountable.99 
 
Together with national governments, business, and citizens, the UN established the seven goals of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.100  First, by 2020, Member States are to have protections and restoration plans for 
water-related ecosystems such as mountains, wetlands, and lakes.101  By 2030, the UN aims to achieve universal and 
equitable access to safe, affordable drinking water for all.102  Third, achieve adequate and equitable sanitation and 
hygiene for all, along with ending open defecation and paying special attention to the women and girls in need and 
in vulnerable situations.103  Fourth, to reduce water pollution, eliminate dumping, and minimize the release of 
hazardous chemicals and materials in drinking water.104  Fifth, halve the proportion of untreated wastewater and 
increase the use of recycling and re-usage around the world.105  Sixth, water-use efficiency is to be substantially 
increased to ensure sustainable withdrawals and a supply of fresh, drinkable water for those in water-scare areas.106  
Lastly, increase international cooperation to create water management programs to address and achieve all these 
goals by 2030.107   
 
Virtual Water and Trade 
 
There is not only a crisis in the availability of drinkable water but also in its geographic distribution, as the amount 
of potable water is unevenly distributed around the world.108  The challenge becomes, what is the best way to 
transfer water from the locations that have it in comparison to those that do not?  One solution is virtual water trade, 
which allows Member States to focus less on the physical trading of water and more on the amount of water that is 
used to produce an item.109  This concept helps reduce tariffs that these businesses face when importing to Member 
States with high water scarcity rates, earning the agricultural businesses more money and encouraging more 
participation in the industry.110  Further, it helps encourage international trade cooperation through the increase in 
need of exports and imports to meet the need for water.111  It also encourages agribusiness due to the agricultural 
industry’s reliance on water to grow crops and make other products.112  
 
Despite the virtual water trade’s potential success, there are concerns with the virtual water plan.113  Ideally Member 
States with higher water productivity would export to those with lower water productivity; however, this may not 
always be the case.114  It is possible to result in an increased shortage of water, due to water scarce Member States 
who have limited funds available for import.115  Thus, any gains could be lost due to these Member States exporting 
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large amounts of virtual water.116  Estimates show that virtual water flows tend to move from water scarce regions to 
water rich regions, creating an even larger water deficit.117  Due to the agricultural subsidies that the government has 
set up for farmers in areas where water is scarce, those in water rich areas like east India end up making more 
imports than exports.118  This stems from the lack of governmental aid programs in water rich areas.119  Farmers are 
not guaranteed high prices for their wheat, rice, and other crops like their counterparts are in the areas where scarcity 
is high.120  Thus, disadvantaging parties on both ends.  Those in areas that need water do not receive the virtual 
water they need because they export more than import, and those in water rich areas lose money because their export 
prices are not guaranteed, causing them to import more than they export.121 
 
Although the virtual water trade is not a win-win for all involved it is still a concept newly in design and has its 
advantages and disadvantages that needs further research and development to further help alleviate water and 
sanitation as a human right. 
 
Case Study: Argentina 
 
In 2006, the citizens of Buenos Aires, Argentina, grew intolerable of the poor sanitation and lack of clean water, and 
took legal action against the city’s government.122  Water available to residents living in four areas within central 
Buenos Aires was originally supplied through a combination of trucks and cisterns.123  However, the city cut off 
water supply to these areas in June 2006. 124  In response to this action, residents contacted the Civil Association for 
Equality and Justice and applied for an injunction against the city at the local Administrative and Fiscal Court.125  
The Court granted the injunction and ruled that the city must resume the provision of as much water as necessary to 
all residents of the areas through the use of tanker trucks and cisterns.126  The Court also ruled an infrastructure must 
be built in order to provide proper water services to all residents in need of them.127  The city appealed to the 
Chamber for Administrative Matters against this decision, however, the Chamber upheld the ruling.128  The rationale 
behind the decision was based on the connection between the right to water and the right to life.129  The reasoning 
provided detailed  “the right to adequate housing includes the need for public services like water supply and basic 
sanitation” and “access to drinking water should be guaranteed in the amounts necessary for the full development of 
human beings.”130  The Court stated that states and governments should keep in mind the well-being of its citizens, 
as it was their duty to serve them and give them the right to life.131  In August 2007, the City of Buenos Aires 
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continued the supply of water by means of tanker trucks and cisterns and by October 2007, they began to construct 
drinking water networks and sewage systems to expand upon their water services.132  
 
To date, the issue in Buenos Aires is not necessarily fixed but has progressed over time.  Namely, the area 
mentioned is notoriously known as Villa 31, slums, and inhabits to date about 275,000 residents and is said to be an 
area prone to suffering.133  Historically, Villa 31 was “originally impromptu settlements built by European 
immigrants arriving in the 1930s and '40s.134  For decades, the government treated them [residents] as squatters, 
periodically leveling their brick and mortar homes.”135  It is also said that during a change in political climate in the 
1970s, Argentina was under military dictatorship and “an estimated 90 percent of residents in these slums, mostly 
from rural areas, were removed.”136  Since then, the above issue has been cause for passing of laws that required 
"intervention" in the slums — efforts to improve living conditions — however, residents feel that although the 
language and laws are well-written does not mean that they have been executed or if they have then the treatment to 
the issue has either been problematic or all together slow.137  
 
According to an article from the National Public Radio dated 19 May 2017, some residents in the area collect 
rainwater, which then is boiled for drinking and cooking.138  Further, residents in Villa 31 sometimes wait four days 
between showers due to faucets and showers running dry, this issue can last at times just a few hours and other times 
may linger as mentioned for days on end.139  Another issue is that the streets in the slums zigzag as they were not 
constructed to city code so “they're often too small for workers to enter and install improved sewage or drinking 
pipes.”140  Other issues include a lack of response from fire engines as they have often times have trouble with the 
narrow streets which does not allow them to tap into enough water to put out house fires.141  Not only is the area 
troubled with access to proper services but further it is an area that experiences floods which can cause further health 
issues such as human waste seeping “onto the street even on the sunniest of days.”142  The domino effect then begins 
as the human waste has “nowhere to drain” to and not only can seep into homes but can then begin to cause blood 
disorders, skin infections, exposure to mercury, cholera, typhoid and Hepatitis A.143  It is also stated that in 2016, 
standing water caused by such floods attracted mosquitoes to one southern slum neighborhood that resulted in 
widespread dengue fever.144 
 
The current response to this continued problem includes the government offering 40,000 residents improved homes, 
credit to buy land, sewage service, running water, and a connection to the power grid by 2020.145  The government is 
looking to improvise the homes and lives of the residents of Villa 31 as they have lacked basic public services for 
decades and live among are “labyrinths of mostly unpaved streets with tangled power cables.”  Buenos Aires Mayor 
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Horacio Rodriguez Larreta hopes to more fully incorporate all the residents into the capital by 2023.146  The current 
project which began in 2016 is a 320 million USD plan which is being financed by the World Bank and the Inter-
American Development Bank and seeks to resettle families living beneath an elevated highway into 1,350 new 
homes.  Other plans for the promising slum include the city government planning to open three schools and move 
the headquarters of the education ministry to Villa 31.147 
 
As illustrated, the right to water and sanitation is seemingly as an ongoing issue without a quick resolve.  It has been 
written well into law, resolutions, conventions, conferences, etc. but still remains as an issue in execution. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Despite the recognition of water and sanitation as a human right, there are several obstacles to tackle before this is 
considered a total accomplishment.  First, there is not one globally uniform and integrated policy on the right to 
water under the structure of the UN.  The problems concerning water are too vast and diverse to be tackled by a “one 
size fits all” policy.  While conferences and committees such as UN Water and the World Water Forum do exist, 
each Member State requires different solutions, making tackling this issue a challenge.  Secondly, due to a Member 
State’s composition it may not be able to necessarily follow UN guidelines for various reasons including, but not 
limited to, economic hardship, cultural or societal reasoning, and geographic difficulties.  As an example, 
developing Member States often have constrained budgets and face a multitude of issues such as high 
unemployment, medical epidemics, natural disasters, refugees, and many more.  This can make the issue of water 
and sanitation to be potentially forgotten or less of an critical agenda item if an issue such as natural disaster is more 
prevalent and needing of a quicker response.  
 
Other factors include  proper hygiene and water sanitation having yet to become a vital global discussion in their 
own right.  If not addressed on the main global stage, water and sanitation issues may lead to further problems than 
the ones already prevalent in today’s society.  Lastly, for many people, proper water and sanitation is still not a 
human right as is exemplified in the case study above.  Until the courts intervened in Buenos Aires, the right to 
water was not established for those residents.  Although the UN recognized water as a human right, for many, it is 
either too costly causing them the inability to obtain access, they may be disadvantaged severely that accessibility is 
an issue altogether or potentially the water available is not suitable for consumption.  In many cities worldwide, 
water is often exposed to dangerous levels of contaminants and pollutants because of urban, industrial, or 
agricultural waste which is another issue in it of itself.  While there are solutions to water issues, such as the Virtual 
Water Trade concept, the lack of international cooperation has created an environment in which the flow of water to 
global citizens that truly need it does not occur as planned.  Member States must first be willing to take part in 
international dialogue and be ready to cooperate so meaningful solutions can be implemented equally among all.   
 
Committee Directive 
 
The UN wishes to strengthen and support participation from local communities and national governments that are 
working to improve water and sanitation management but how can this be achieved?  Firstly, Member States must 
address how can the international community work together to create better infrastructure for water and sanitation? 
Even without the power to create sanctions, if the international community is able to work together, then the 
Member States will be able to aid one another in creating infrastructure for the other Member States that are not able 
to create these necessities themselves.  Other questions to ask yourself when addressing this issue include, how can 
the GA Plenary strengthen partnerships with other UN agencies, intergovernmental organizations, and national 
governments in order to create access to clean water and proper sanitation? By expanding this issue beyond just the 
GA Plenary, more solutions can be created that will aid in the resolution of this problem.  Lastly, how can economic 
and social differences be bridged to increase access to proper sanitation and clean water? As mentioned previously, 
access is often restricted due to water being too expensive or limited.  However, through the collaboration of 
Member States from different backgrounds, the economic and social issues that currently hinder progress may be 
resolved. 
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II. Confronting Radiological Security Challenges with Advanced Detection Solutions 
 

“Radioactive sources are used in every country in the world, whether in industry, medicine, agriculture, or 
research.  At the same time, high-activity radioactive sources can be used for malicious acts.” 

 
-2014 Nuclear Security Summit Communiqué148 

 
Introduction 
 
The ingredients for a radiological dirty bomb, the same isotopes that save lives with blood transfusions and cancer 
treatments, are located at thousands of unsecured sites within the majority of the United Nations (UN) Member 
States’ borders.149  These easily accessible sites are vulnerable to theft by terrorist organizations, which can easily 
turn the radiological material into a dirty bomb and cause billions of dollars in damage to an area once detonated.150  
As the risk of radiological dispersal devices (RDD) grows every day, the UN works with a number of organizations 
and programs such as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) to 
help prevent RDD detonations from occurring.  Nevertheless, these organizations can only help secure radiological 
facilities if Member States are able to detect these facilities and disclose the location to the international agencies.   
 
Current Situation 
 
According to the NTI, “the ingredients for a radioactive dirty bomb are in tens of thousands of radiological sources 
located in more than 100 countries around the world.”151  These sources are not secured and guarded like nuclear 
material, instead they are easily found in open public areas such as hospitals, universities, and research centers.152  
As a result, radiological sources are vulnerable to theft and sale on the black market.153  The James Martin Center for 
Nonproliferation Studies (CNS) reports in its Global Incidents and Trafficking Database that a total of 143 incidents 
of nuclear or other radiological materials outside of regulatory control occurred in 19 Member States in 2016 
alone.154  Additionally, since CNS began tracking occurrences in 2013, researchers have identified a total of 683 
incidents taking place in 48 Member States.155  These numbers reflect the increased threat posed by violent radical 
terrorist organizations that are seeking materials to build radiological dirty bombs to cause more brutal attacks in the 
Middle East, Europe, and elsewhere.156 
 
NTI explains that the probability of a terrorist detonating a radiological dirty bomb is much higher than an 
improvised nuclear device (IND) because of the widespread availability of radiological sources.157  To emphasize 
this, radiological sources are located in more than 100 Member States while highly enriched uranium (HEU) is 
located in fewer than 25 Member States.158  A radioactive dirty bomb would not cause catastrophic levels of death 
like a nuclear weapon, however, when detonated, it would release high doses of radiation and contaminate major 
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portions of any given city.159  As a result, “depending on its chemistry, form, and location, it could leave billions of 
dollars in damage due to the cost of evacuation, relocation, and cleanup – and the inevitable follow-on threats could 
have severe economic and psychological repercussions that are not easily calculable.”160  Additionally, a detonation 
of a RDD would render parts of a city uninhabitable for an extended period of time until the site is cleaned up well 
enough to meet minimum environmental guidelines and result in risks of cancer among people who were exposed to 
the attack.161  Radiological dirty bombs are often referred to as weapons of mass disruption (WMD) as a result of 
these effects.162 
 
Actions Taken by the United Nations 
 
The first major step the UN took to address radiological security challenges was the establishment of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in 1957 as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization within the UN 
family.163  The organization’s statute gives the IAEA the mandate to work with its Member States and other partners 
to, “seek to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic energy to peace, health, and prosperity throughout the 
world” while ensuring that assistance provided is not used “to further any military purpose.”164  In order to 
accomplish these objectives and ensure the prevention of nuclear and radiological terrorism, the IAEA created The 
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material in 1980.165  This convention was one of the first to 
establish measures to prevent, detect, and punish offenses relating to nuclear material.166  In 2005, an amendment 
was added to legally bind Member States to “protect nuclear facilities and material in peaceful domestic use, 
storage, as well as transport.”167  This amendment attempts to prevent the creation of RDDs, but it is still not enough 
to completely stop terrorists.  Acknowledging this, the IAEA wrote the Code of Conduct on the Safety and Security 
of Radioactive Sources in 2004 in order to help national authorities ensure that radioactive sources are used within 
an appropriate framework of radiation safety and security.168  According to the Code, the objective is to prevent 
unauthorized access, loss, theft, or unauthorized transfer of radioactive sources in order to reduce the likelihood of 
accidental exposure or malicious use of radiological materials to cause harm to individuals, society, or the 
environment.169  Both of these signify major steps taken by Member States to ensure the prevention of the 
radiological dirty bombs. 
 
Outside of the IAEA, the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) was founded 
in 1965 to advance Member States’ “understanding of crime-related problems, foster just and efficient criminal 
justice systems, support the respect of international instruments and other standards, and to facilitate international 
law enforcement cooperation and judicial assistance.”170  UNICRI’s primary contribution to radiological security 
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threats is its creation of the Knowledge Management System (KMS), an e-learning platform that enhances sharing of 
information related to illicit chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear (CBRN) trafficking and “enables access to 
information that helps strengthen capabilities in terms of effective security of facilities, border control, and law 
enforcement operations.”171  Even though the KMS program enhances the detection of radiological threats, it is only 
implemented in southeast Europe, the Caucasus, and North Africa, leaving the majority of Member States without a 
platform to share detection information.172  In addition to the UNICRI’s efforts, the UN formed the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in 1997 “to assist Member States in their struggle against illicit drugs, crime, 
and terrorism.”173  In regards to nuclear and radiological terrorism, the UNODC works with the IAEA to prevent 
nuclear/radiological terrorism by assisting with legislative implementation of penal provisions and support for 
national counter-terrorism capacity building for criminal justice systems via specialized training.174  The UNODC’s 
work greatly helps convict those guilty of producing radiological security challenges, however it lacks a way to 
detect the sources in order to prevent the radiological emergency from occurring. 
 
In 2001, former United States Senator Sam Nunn and philanthropist Ted Turner formed the NTI, which designs 
innovative threat-reduction projects that show national governments how to build momentum and support for 
action.175  The Initiative primarily focuses on preventing catastrophic attacks with WMD including nuclear, 
biological, radiological, chemical, and cyber.176  With regards to radiological security, NTI works with Member 
States and industries on strategies to better secure radiological materials and eliminate the use of cesium-137 blood 
irradiators in hospitals.177  Beyond this, with the help of the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), NTI created the 
Nuclear Security Index (NTI Index) in order to encourage national governments to take actions and build confidence 
in the security of their materials.178  The Index assesses nuclear materials security conditions in Member States 
“across a broad framework capturing policies, actions, and other conditions that shape their nuclear security.”179  
Additionally, the NTI Index looks at the nuclear security conditions of 45 potential “sabotage ranking” Member 
States who are in danger of an act of sabotage against their nuclear facilities, which could result in a radiological 
release with consequences greater than the accident at Fukushima, Japan.180  This index is one of the first of its kind, 
however, it still does not address potential radiological threats at the scale needed in this day and age. 
 
In another effort to prevent radiological security threats, the Nuclear Security Plan (NSP) was implemented by the 
IAEA in order “to contribute to global efforts to achieve worldwide, effective security wherever nuclear or other 
radioactive material is in use, storage and/or transport, and of associated facilities.”181  NSP aims to accomplish its 
objectives by supporting Member States to establish and maintain nuclear security by capacity building, guidance, 
and human resource development.182  The program operated in phases of three years, the first covered the years 
2002-2005, the second covered 2006-2009, and the third covered 2010-2013.183  There is little evidence that 
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suggests the program continued past its third phase.  Nevertheless, it still accomplished a great deal to increase 
security for radiological and nuclear sources.  According to the Nuclear Security Report of 2007, in the period of 
July 2006 to June 2007, the Agency “provided training to more than 1650 people from 90 States, assisted in 
improving the physical protection at facilities in nine States, supplied over 900 pieces of security related equipment, 
and completed 38 Integrated Nuclear Security Support Plans.”184  The NSP is an effective program that helped 
strengthen the security of many Member States’ nuclear and radiological facilities, however it is unable to detect all 
of these potential security threats without every Member States’ transparency of their locations. 
 
Challenges 
 
Even though there are many programs and initiatives that address how to reduce radiological security threats, there 
are still a number of challenges the international community must overcome in order to encourage and strengthen 
the detection capabilities of Member States.  First, the international and domestic regulatory legal frameworks for 
radiological security are weak.  The success of all of these programs depends solely on the support they receive from 
Member States.  For example, in the case of the Code of Conduct, the NTI Radiological Security Progress Report 
states that only 130 of 168 IAEA Member States have committed to the Code of Conduct (77 percent), and many of 
the Member States who have committed have not met all of their political commitments.185  This is the result of a 
non-legally binding agreement.  Second, unsecured and open facilities pose a radiological security challenge.  
According to the NTI Report, “in contrast to nuclear material, which is usually stored in government-owned and 
secured facilities, radioactive material is typically used and stored by the private sector in facilities with minimal or 
no physical protection” such as medical, academic, and research sites.186  These sites are easily accessed by large 
numbers of people, which can result in becoming soft targets for theft that could lead to RDDs.187  Without detection 
transparency from Member States, it becomes virtually impossible for international organizations or programs to 
step in and help secure the potential radiological threats. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Since the establishment of the UN in 1945, the General Assembly (GA) has committed itself to maintain 
international peace and security. The GA is tasked with continuing this commitment through confronting 
radiological security challenges with advanced detection solutions.  Failing to confront this dangerous issue could 
lead to increased terrorist attacks using RDDs, in turn causing billions of dollars in damage to the detonation site as 
well as high levels of radiation in the area and to its citizens.  Without properly detecting and locating these 
radiological sources, global agencies cannot step in and secure the materials used for dirty bombs.  It is important for 
the GA to recognize the successes and failures of the previous and current programs so that a better solution can be 
determined and implemented in order to prevent radiological terrorist attacks in the future. 
 
Committee Directive 
 
To tackle this issue, delegates should consider the following questions.  How can the GA build upon the 
shortcomings of the existing programs in order to encourage detection from every Member State?  How can the 
global community work together to remedy existing programs instead of creating a new program?  In what ways can 
the GA strengthen and improve the legal framework for radiological security?  How can Member States uniformly 
detect all radiological security challenges within their borders to report to international agencies such as the NTI?  
Upon entering committee, delegates should have knowledge and an understanding of their Member State’s efforts to 
ensure the detection and security of radiological sources and how this issue impacts their Member State directly.  
While there are many ways to secure a radiological threat, the committee should not solely focus on this, but rather 
on how to confront and solve this issue globally.  
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Technical Appendix Guide 
 

I. Furthering Water and Sanitation as a Human Right 
 
Komarulzaman, Ahmad; Smits , Jeroen & Eelke de Jong. (2017) “Clean water, sanitation and diarrhea in  

Indonesia: Effects of household and community factors” Global Public Health, 12.9,  
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2015.1127985 

 
This article examines the direct correlation between the effects of drinking water and sanitation facilities at 
the household and community level and the health issue of diarrhea, with particular attention to low and 
middle-income Member States including Indonesia.  The practice of open defecation and the resulting 
contamination of soil and water sources is one of many factors reviewed.  Most agencies study this issue on 
the household level only; however, this article expands its scope to include effects on the community as a 
whole.  While improvements at the household level are needed, the effects of better sanitation at the 
community level seem to benefit a greater number of citizens. 

 
Schuster-Wallace, Corinne J., (2008) ‘Safe Water as the Key to Global Health’ International Network on  

Water, Environment and Health.  
http://inweh.unu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/SafeWater_Web_version.pdf 

 
Lack of clean water and adequate sanitation are leading causes of sickness and death in developing 
Member States, especially affecting children.  To address this issue, the United Nations University 
International Network on Water, Environment and Health recommends two significant approaches: the 
change of public and political perceptions of the nature of the problem and to initiate innovative ways of 
resource mobilization.  This paper explores cost burdens, trends, major obstacles and solutions between 
Member States and partnerships to create and continue the on-going dialogue required to provide safe water 
and adequate sanitation to every woman, man and child. 

 
Smith, Martin (2017). ‘Water Supply, Shortage, Human Impact & Public Health’ Panmore Institute.  

http://panmore.com/water-supply-shortage-human-impact-public-health 
 

Population growth puts a strain on water supplies even for developed Member States.  Developing 
programs for providing adequate water requires knowledge on how population growth directly affects 
water supply problems.  Increased consumption, changes in bodies of water and water pollution have 
negative impacts on the traditional water cycle.  Clean water, or lack thereof, is a major factor in sanitation 
and disease control.  Accessibility to safe water and sanitation are worldwide public health concerns.  High 
populations in urban areas place a high demand on drinking water and treatment solutions. 

 
UNICEF & WHO. 2017. Progress on Drinking Water, Sanitation and Hygiene. United Nations.  

https://www.unicef.org/publications/files/Progress_on_Drinking_Water_Sanitation_and_Hygiene_2017.pdf 
 

The World Health Organization and United Nations Children’s Fund Joint Monitoring Programme report 
highlights the monitoring of the 2015 Millennium Development Goals and the tracking of the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals target related to drinking water, sanitation and hygiene.  Specifically, the 
report establishes the baseline for portions of goal six of the seven goals on the 2030 agenda.  Noted are 
improvements on the standard Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) services towards providing safe and 
affordable drinking water for all, especially to women and girls in vulnerable situations.  

 
USAID. 2015. Safeguarding the World’s Water from the American People Report of Water Sector  

Activities. ECODIT LLC. 
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1865/safeguard_2016_final_508v4.pdf 

 
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) partners with other United States 
governmental agencies, Sanitation and Water for All Partnership, and the Coca-Cola Company Water and 
Development Alliance.  Their focus is to secure sustainable access to safe water and sanitation through 
investments in infrastructure, thus improving health outcomes and assisting in the managing of water for 
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agriculture to enhance food security as well.  The report breaks down funding per year from 2008 to 2015 
across four significant vulnerable areas.  Accomplishments, as well as future projects, are presented.  Key 
lessons learned by USAID through their partnership programs will greatly enhance the future of safe water 
and sanitation in regards to health and food security. 

 
II. Confronting Radiological Security Challenges with Advanced Detection Solutions 

 
Radiological Security Progress Report 2016: Preventing Dirty-Bombs, Fighting Weapons of Mass Disruption.  

Nuclear Threat Initiative.  Washington, DC: NTI. 2016. 
http://www.nti.org/media/documents/NTI_Rad_Security_Report_final_0916.pdf 

 
The Nuclear Threat Initiative’s (NTI) 2016 Radiological Security Progress Report is an incredibly valuable 
resource because it specifically analyzes how to prevent dirty-bombs and fight weapons of mass disruption.  
Throughout this report, NTI presents and analyzes the threat, findings, challenges, as well as 
recommendations for improving radiological security.  Additionally, there are four appendixes that detail 
the key elements of the 2014 NSS Joint Statement, how to understand radiological materials, NTI’s 
methodology, and what the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Code of Conduct is on the 
Safety and Security and Security of Radioactive Sources.  This will be an important source for delegates to 
utilize in order to understand the complexities of radiological security.  Delegates can also use this as a 
basis for how to establish better international standards and framework. 
 

Nuclear Security Systems and Measures for the Detection of Nuclear and Other Radioactive Material Out of 
Regulatory Control: Implementing Guide. International Atomic Energy Agency.  Vienna, Austria: IAEA.  
2013.  http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/Pub1613_web.pdf  
 
The Nuclear Security Systems and Measures for the Detection of Nuclear and Other Radioactive Material 
out of Regulatory Control provides an in-depth analysis of the basis for establishing a national nuclear 
security detection architecture as well as its design and development.  This source also explains and 
analyzes detection by instruments and information alerts, and how to assess them.  Lastly, it presents a 
solution for how to implement framework to solve this issue.  This source is important for delegates to 
utilize in their research because it can provide a strong foundation of understanding the topic more in depth 
and how to solve it while in committee. 
 

Regulations for the Safe Transport of Radioactive Material.  International Atomic Energy Agency.  Vienna, Austria:  
IAEA.  2012.  http://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/publications/PDF/Pub1570_web.pdf 
 
Since radioactive material is at its highest risk of being stolen and manipulated into a dirty bomb when it is 
transported from one location to another, this publication is crucial for delegates to understand the IAEA’s 
regulations for the safe transport of radioactive material.  The source begins by listing ten pages of 
definitions that relate to radioactive material and its transport, which can be invaluable to delegates when 
they begin their research and are trying to understand these broad concepts.  Following this, the source 
elaborates on general provisions such as radiation protection, emergency response, and a management 
system for all activities in the scope of the regulations.  The IAEA further expands upon the classification 
of the material as well as the requirements and controls for its transport.  Seeing as the IAEA is the 
principle manager of nuclear and radioactive material, it is beneficial for delegates to read their regulations 
from a primary source to increase their understanding of this topic. 
 

“Illicit trafficking, theft of nuclear materials ‘a persistent problem,’ UN agency reports,” United Nations News 
Centre, September 12, 2007.  http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=23774#.Wf-c_RNSwb0 
 
This article from the United Nations News Centre reports that illicit trafficking and theft of nuclear 
materials, including radioactive materials, remain a persistent problem.  Even though this article is from 
2007, it still provides useful statistics regarding incidents of unauthorized possession, criminal activities, 
theft, or loss and unauthorized disposal of nuclear or other radioactive materials.  Beyond this, the article 
breaks down their broad statistic of 250 incidents of related crimes to classify them into smaller statistics 
that address different instances such as the rate of recovery for the lost or stolen materials.  This source is 
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useful for delegates while they prepare for their research because it can provide them with numerical 
quantities of these crimes rather than explaining or analyzing the situation. 
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