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Greetings Delegates,

Welcome to SRMUN Atlanta 2021 and the United Nations (UN) General Assembly (GA) Plenary. My name is
Kathleen Conow, and I am honored to serve as your Director for the GA Plenary. This will be my fourth conference
as a SRMUN staff member and my first time serving as Director. Previously, I have served as an Assistant Director
for both the Atlanta and Charlotte conferences in the Security Council, GA Plenary, and the Food and Agricultural
Organization. I recently earned a certificate in International Studies and continue to actively pursue my Bachelor of
Science (B.S.) in Political Science and International Studies. In addition to my studies, I have also worked as a legal
assistant at a local immigration law firm. Serving as your Assistant Directors in the GA Plenary will be Michael
Bovi and Xander Swain. Michael has previously served as an Assistant Director for the International Atomic Energy
Agency at SRMUN Atlanta 2019 and for the GA Fourth Committee at SRMUN Charlotte 2021. Prior to joining
staff, he participated in Model United Nations for three years with his Alma Mater and attended SRMUN Atlanta
every year as a delegate during that time. Michael graduated in December 2018 with a B.S in Computer Science
with a concentration in Software, Systems, and Networking from the University of North Carolina. Xander Swain
will also serve as our committee Assistant Director, and this is his inaugural year serving in the role at SRMUN
Atlanta. Xander has previously participated in two SRMUN conferences as a delegate in the GA Plenary and the
Peacebuilding Commission.

Founded in 1945, and headquartered in New York City, New York, the GA Plenary holds general debate that
addresses a range of issues with a focus on maintaining international peace and security, fostering diplomatic
relations, encouraging international cooperation, promoting human rights. By focusing on the mission of the UNGA
and the SRMUN Atlanta 2021 theme of “Fostering Global Youth Empowerment and Leadership," we have
developed the following topics for the delegates to discuss come conference:

I. The Role of Youth in Utilizing Media to Promote a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence
II. Establishing Internet as a Critical Infrastructure in Developing Member States

The background guide provides a strong introduction to the committee and topics that will be debated at SRMUN
Atlanta 2021. It should be utilized as a foundation for a delegate’s independent research. However, while we have
attempted to provide a holistic analysis of the issues, the background guide should not be used as the single mode of
analysis for the topics. Delegates are expected to go beyond the background guide and engage in intellectual inquiry
of their own. The position papers for the committee should reflect the complexity of these issues and their
externalities. Delegations are expected to submit a position paper and be prepared for a vigorous discussion at the
conference. Position papers should be no longer than two pages in length (single spaced) and demonstrate your
Member State’s position, policies, and recommendations on each of the two topics. For more detailed information
about formatting and how to write position papers, delegates can visit srmun.org. Al position papers MUST be
submitted no later than Friday, October 29, 2021, by 11:59pm EST via the SRMUN website in order to be eligible
for Qutstanding Position Paper Awards.

Xander, Michael, and I are delighted to be serving as your dais for the GA Plenary. We wish you all the best of luck
in your conference preparation and look forward to working with you soon. Please feel free to contact Rachael,
Michael, Xander or myself if you have any questions while preparing for the conference.

Kathleen Conow Michael Bovi & Xander Swain Rachael Wnuk
Director Assistant Directors Director-General
gaplen_atlanta@srmun.org gaplen_atlanta@srmun.org dg_atlanta@srmun.org



Committee History of the General Assembly Plenary

The United Nations (UN) was founded in 1945 after the end of World War II. The UN was created with a focus on
maintaining international peace and security, fostering diplomatic relations, encouraging international cooperation,
promoting human rights, and helping Member States meet these goals.! The General Assembly (GA) was
established in Article 7 of the UN Charter (1945) along with the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council,
the Trusteeship Council, the International Court of Justice, and the Secretariat.> The GA is the only portion of the
UN that has universal membership making it the most inclusive and open body within the UN.?

Non-Member States, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) can
participate in GA sessions with the status of Observer, and these groups do not have voting rights.* The GA aims to
pass most of its decisions by consensus but also allows for standard voting. Regular decisions during GA sessions
only require a simple majority vote. In the event of electing Member States to the Security Council or the expulsion
of a Member State, then a two-thirds majority is required.’

The GA’s mandate, outlined in Chapter IV (Articles 10-22) of the UN Charter, is to discuss “any questions or any
matters within the scope of the [Charter] or relating to the powers and functions of any organs provided for in the
[Charter].”® The GA also has the ability to make recommendations to the Security Council and all Member States.”
The GA recommends peaceful measures and must seek to protect the general welfare of Member States and promote
friendly relations among Member States. Article 13 allows the GA to conduct studies and make recommendations
based off the findings to promote “international co-operation in the political field and encouraging the progressive
development of international law and its codification” in addition to “promoting international co-operation in the
economic, social, cultural, educational, and health fields, and assisting in the realization of human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.”®

The GA is a collection of six Main Committees that are based on the primary fields of responsibility: the
Disarmament and International Security Committee (First Committee); the Economic and Financial Committee
(Second Committee); the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Committee); the Special Political and
Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee); the Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee);
the Legal Committee (Sixth Committee).’ Each of these committees are assigned to different agendas to work to
create and adopt resolutions to then be submitted to the GA Plenary.!® The GA Plenary can also choose to address
issues without referring them to one of the other committees.!! The GA Plenary takes the reports provided by the
committees to debate, deliberate, and vote on them.'? In the GA, all 193 Member States each receive one vote.'?
Each of the six committees elect a chair, three vice-chairs and a rapporteur.; all Member States are eligible to hold
these positions.'* The Department for General Assembly and Conference Management (DGACM) advises the GA
on the organization of conferences within the UN. The department work closely with the Secretary-General to
schedule conferences and meetings. The DGACM also works to balance the calendars of all GA bodies and “ensure
the optimum utilization of conference-servicing resources.”!’
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The GA’s regular session is scheduled each year on the Tuesday of the third week of September.!® General debate is
normally the beginning of the session and lasts seven to nine days.!” Debate is centered around a theme chosen by
the President-elect of the GA and the Secretary-General.!® The theme of the 75th session of the GA is “The future
we want, the United Nations we need: reaffirming our collective commitment to multilateralism - confronting
COVID-19 through effective multilateral action.”!® Other than the yearly session, the GA can also call for special or
emergency special sessions.?° Special sessions are called upon by the Secretary-General at the request of either the
Security Council or a majority of the members of the UN.2! The last special session that convened was in December
2020, and it was requested by a majority of Member States to address COVID-19.22 An emergency special session
can be convened within 24 hours and called on by any seven members of the Security Council, or by a majority of
the members of the UN when the Security Council “fails to exercise its primary responsibility for the maintenance
of international peace and security...”?? The last emergency special session to convene was June 13, 2018, to
address the draft resolution, “Protection of the Palestinian Civilian Population.”** The session ultimately adopted the
draft resolution to “[deplore] the use of excessive, disproportionate and indiscriminate force by Israeli forces against
Palestinian civilians in the Occupied Palestinian Territory...”?

Maintaining the priorities outlined in the Decade of Action, while also keeping in mind the impact that the COVID-
19 pandemic has had on the UN’s goals, the Declaration for the Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the UN
was passed.?® In this document, the GA addressed diverse issues from the effects of climate change on developing
Member States, ongoing armed conflicts, to increasing youth participation and development, and fully addressing
the current COVID-19 pandemic, among others.?” Other actions taken by the GA include the first Summit on
Biodiversity.?® At the summit, 150 Member States participated in the dialogue on biodiversity.2’ More than 150
Member States also participated in the 25th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women.?® Through this
event, Member States discussed actions to empower women and girls.>!
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Looking to the future, the President of the GA, Volkan Bozkir, launched an initiative, #Vaccines4All, “to support
multilateral efforts to achieve fair and equitable access to [COVID-19] vaccines.”*? The President of the UNGA
shared his current vision, stating, “The world is facing pressing problems...COVID-19 has shown us more clearly
than ever that countries cannot address these challenges on their own. Global problems require global solutions, and
that is why we need to recommit to multilateralism...”* Most recently, the GA has requested for a special session
beginning June 2, 2021.3* The session will address the “Challenges and measures to prevent and combat corruption
and strengthen international cooperation.”® The 2021 Parliamentary Hearing of the UNGA will support the special
session by focusing on corruption and international cooperation.*®
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I: The Role of Youth in Utilizing Media to Promote a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence

“Since war begins in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defense of peace must be constructed.”
— The Preamble to the Constitution of UNESCO. "’

Introduction

The definition of “youth” carries a wide range of interpretations by the different bodies of the United Nations (UN)
and can vary between Member States.*® The most general definition of youth is, “persons between the age of 15 and
24,” as defined by the UN Secretary-General in his report to the General Assembly (GA) on International Youth
Year.3® As of 2020, there are an estimated 1.2 billion youth globally, aged from 15 to 24-years-old, according to the
UN World Population Prospects.*°

Currently, the UN has no clear definition of what “media” entails. However, the most general sense of the term
includes any form of technology or medium used to transfer information.*! The most common forms of media, and
the forms used by the UN Department of Global Communications (DGC), include but are not limited to:
photography, video, radio broadcast, television, the Internet, and print and press.*> Moreover, according to the
World Programme of Action for Youth, “young people are often the leading innovators in the use and spread of
information and communication technologies.”** It is important to note that when communicating about the
importance of media and information, the discussion should include all forms of media, not exclusively the
Internet.**

The Culture of Peace is an essential and continuous framework for the promotion and educational transition from a
culture of war.** Within the UN, “A Culture of Peace,” by definition, according to the A/RES/52/13, “consists of
values, attitudes and behaviors that reflect and inspire social interaction and sharing based on the principles of
freedom, justice and democracy, all human rights, tolerance and solidarity, that reject violence and endeavor to
prevent conflicts by tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and negotiation and that guarantee
the full exercise of all rights and the means to participate fully in the development process of their society.”*¢
Today's youth consistently represent the majority of populations in Member States with ongoing conflict.*’ Despite
the existing obstacles youth face, such as being excluded from political conversation and policy writing, the global
youth population through various peace approaches (Twitter, TikTok, other social media, peaceful protests,
petitions, rallies, etc.) have significantly impacted today's political and social disputes. As Member States look to
promote a Culture of Peace, they must look towards the impact that young people have on their use of media.
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The Culture of Peace was first officially introduced in Resolution 5.3 in the 28" session of the General Conference
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).*® The project, titled, Towards
a Culture of Peace, planned to establish support for “education for peace, human rights, democracy, international
understanding and tolerance.”*® Towards a Culture of Peace set the foundation for future resolutions and documents
that created and promoted a Culture of Peace. A Culture of Peace was not fully implemented until the Declaration
on a Culture of Peace was adopted on September 13, 1999, by the UNGA.>° The declaration, in whole, promotes a
cultural shift towards peace and sets the foundation for the Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace.>* The
Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace adopted a series of defined actions aimed to promote international
peace and security through complete democratic and participatory education and understanding.>? The Culture of
Peace was further promoted through Resolution 53/25, International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-
Violence for the Children of the World, 2001-2010, which was adopted November 10, 1998.53

The role of the media in promoting a Culture of Peace has been notably crucial since Article 15 of the original
Programme of Action, which brought attention to and supported actions “to support participatory communication
and the free flow of information and knowledge.”** Media and information has also been cited to be essential in the
promotion of peace in the Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media
to Strengthening Peace and International Understanding.>> Adopted in 1978, the declaration establishes the crucial
role of media and information to strengthen peace and the “countering of racialism, apartheid, and incitement to
war,”®

Youth participation has been another crucial facet in the promotion of peace.’’ Despite this, young people across the
globe are hindered in their efforts for peace due to an active feeling of negligence by their own systems of
government and the international community.>® The missing peace: independent progress on youth and peace and
security, which was mandated by the Security Council in resolution 2250 (2015), tracked and studied the progress of
youth involvement in peace, and addresses the multiple negative stereotypes regarding young people such as the
perception of young men as “violent predators and potential spoilers of peace,” or young women as “passive
victims.”*% ¢ The study focused on “face-to-face consultations...with a total of 4,230 young people.”®! It also used
research from “27 country-focused studies, 19 thematic submissions from partners, [five] online thematic
consultations, a global survey of youth-led civil society peacebuilding organizations and ....interventions by
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Member States and United Nations entities focused on young people in relation to peace and security.”®? In all, the
study coins young people as the “missing peace.”®® The end of the report made recommendations to initiate a
significant shift to recognizing the vital role of youth in the promotion of peace, and establishes a framework in
which Member States and other international entities can achieve meaningful change.®*

Actions Taken by the United Nations

The Mano River Women’s Peace Network (MARWOPNET), created in 2001, supports peace and development in
the Mano River region, which comprises of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone.®® The organization aims to educate
young women in the Mano River region in peace education and conflict prevention.®® Through radio broadcast, the
testimonies of young girls, literacy programs, and training journalists, MARWOPNET continues to make progress in
the area of peace.5” MARWOPNET has helped develop the operation of radio stations in Sierra Leone;
MARWOPNET has also partnered with the Women in Peace Building Network (WANEP) to “address low
skills...of rural young women in [five] communities, and enables them to share their entrepreneurial experiences on
community radios,” in Liberia; and in Cote d’Ivoire, they helped 600 girls “benefit from peace and restoration of
social cohesion trainings.”®®

When Member States adopt a Culture of Peace, they are combating the culture of war.®® One organization actively
doing this is the Culture of Peace News Network (CPNN), which was originally launched by UNESCO in 1998.7
The organization is owned and managed by the Culture of Peace Corporation.”! The CPNN supports the Global
Movement for a Culture of Peace through the publication and spread of information.”? Despite being limited to the
Internet, the CPNN continues to spread peace related information almost daily.” The CPNN relies on the important
role that mass media plays in the promotion of peace, and the freedom of information.”* Many of the CPNN’s
reporters and writers are youth who have worked with the Youth Solidarity Fund of the United Nations Alliance of
Civilizations (UNAOC), an organization created in 2005 with the goal of addressing and reducing the increased
polarization between different cultures and groups.”’¢ Since 2008, the Youth Solidarity Fund (YSF) has financially
supported organizations focused on and led by young people.”” There have been a total of 68 projects funded, and
continues to be critical in young people’s mission for peace.”® Combining Culture of Peace education and media, the
CPNN looks to redefine the idea of peace not just being the absence of conflict, but to be an entire culture dedicated
to education, tolerance, democracy, the free flow of information, disarmament, sustainable development, and human
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rights.” The CPNN uses numerous types of media including online bulletins and news articles posted on their
website.

PLURALH+ is a youth video festival that encourages young people to create and promote their productions to combat
and “explore the pressing social issues of migration, diversity, social inclusion, and the prevention of xenophobia.”®°
The United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM)
launched the program in 2009.3! According to PLURAL+, the annual festival aims to foster the “creative vision” of
young people and media created by young people.®?

In 2020, the GA adopted the Follow-up to the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace.®’ In the
resolution, the GA outlines the current and future implementation of the Declaration and Programme of Action on a
Culture of Peace. Part of the implementation includes the encouraged use of media and public information “in
promoting a culture of peace and non-violence, with particular regard to children and young people.”*

Current Situation

Various Member States across the globe conduct municipal elections. These elections occur to elect office officials
in local governments (such as: mayors, police chiefs, councilors, city attorney, city councils, etc.). In Livity, South
Africa, the community firmly believes the youth of today's generation plays a vital role in encouraging change
throughout their society.®> The younger generation has utilized innovative media to encourage and educate their
peers regarding political issues.3® During the elections in Livity, the community's objective was to produce a
vigorous multimedia campaign with the intention of encouraging progressive conversations among South Africa's
youth.?’

The Africa's Voices foundation (AVF) organized this initiative through analyzing various social media data
provided by numerous platforms such as TikTok, Twitter, and Facebook®® In addition, the AVF developed online
surveys in order to produce credible information regarding the impact their campaign has on youths voting
behavior.® The foundation also designed a diverse collection of graphic formats (advertisements, statistics, etc.) that
capture the youths attention by incorporating them in their daily social media - this increases their engagement
within political matters.

The data received after the election demonstrated the escalating conversations the youth had on social media and
their discontent with their local government regarding discrimination, prejudice, and injustice.”® The data collected
provided the AVF with increased insight on the youths’ frustration on how the aforementioned challenges affected
their daily lives. Through the power of social media, the AFV concluded that rather than having a “top-down
agenda” — rules introduced at the top of the chain, creating policies aligned with those rules — future campaigns
may require considering the interest and concerns of the community's youth.*!
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During 2010, the Thai family business of the Wongsapakdee’s burned down, thus bankrupting the family.”> While
battling bankruptcy, Keskanok, a recent political science graduate from the Chulalonkorn University experienced the
injustice and neglect of Thailand's governmental system.”® Due to these events, Keskanok became a social media
activist and established Free Youth, a pro-democracy youth advocacy group. Free Youth was initially created with
the sole objective of providing a “free-thinking” online platform for Thailand's youth to exchange and discuss
various ideas regarding Thailand's imminent future.**

Over the last decade, the Free Youth platform has flourished.” Currently, with over two million followers on
Twitter and Facebook, in addition to being responsible for over 500 protests throughout Thailand in 2020, this youth
advocacy group led several of the most significant and largest youth-led anti-government protests in Thailand’s
modern history.”® During the 2020 Thailand LGBTQ protests, two male youth activists, Tattep Ruangprapaikitseree
and Panumas Singprom brought significant media attention to the Free Youth group following their kiss in front of
the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand.®” This controversial event led to the development of the Free
Youth Movement (FYM). This movement sought after social and political change.”®

In August 2020 at a demonstration at Thammasat University, protestors led demonstrations calling for governmental
reforms.®” Students gave a list of ten demands, known as Declaration No. 1, calling for numerous reforms to the
laws governing the monarchy and its budget.!® In light of the success the Free Youth Movement has achieved, pro-
democracy protestors have recognized the influential impact social media has acquired in advocating for progressive
change.!’!

Conclusion

The Culture of Peace is an ever-evolving framework that is vital to the pursuit of peace. It is essential that Member
States foster a culture of peace, rather than a culture of war through the leadership and participation of young people.
The role of social media and the many other forms of media information is significant in the Culture of Peace.
Programs like #FreeYouth, PLURAL+, CPNN, and others all utilize media to promote peace. Moreover, these
programs prioritize young people to lead and participate in this culture of peace. CPNN is a prime example of using
the media to promote peace. By publishing and spreading peace-related news, young people can efficiently combat
the culture of war that may be spread through other news outlets. In the face of COVID-19, promoting a Culture of
Peace is as important as ever. With increased rates of poverty, climate change, and severe effects on humanitarian
issues across the board, the pandemic requires Member States to leave their culture of war behind.

Committee Directive

The Culture of Peace is an essential part of the United Nations. With the increased presence of media in daily life, it
is important to note how it may play a role in the promotion of peace, and how young people may be able to use
media to promote peace in their own communities. While conducting their research, delegates should consider the
following: How does media vary between different Member States, and how may this affect the use in the promotion

92 “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis,
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14672715.2021.1882866 (Accessed April 25, 2021)

93 “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis.

%4 “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis.

95 “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis.

% “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis.

97 “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis.

98 “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis.

% Jarernpanit, Thannapat,”The Free People Movements and Political Awakening in Thailand” Asia Global Online, October 22,
2020 https://www.asiaglobalonline.hku.hk/free-people-movements-and-political-awakening-thailand (accssed August
26,2021)

100 rarernpanit, Thannapat,”The Free People Movements and Political Awakening in Thailand”

101 “Hashtag activism: social media and the #FreeYouth protests in Thailand, Critical Asian Studies,” Taylor & Francis.




of a Culture of Peace? What existing programs can be improved upon or developed to further spread a Culture of
Peace? How can young people, specifically, play a role in the use of media to promote peace? What are the different
forms of media that may be available in the differing Member States, and are some more effective than others? What
are potential issues or problems to promote a Culture of Peace? How can delegates address these issues while also
ensuring young people have a voice?
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II: Establishing Internet as a Critical Infrastructure in Developing Member States
“It is now our collective responsibility to use digital technologies and solutions as an implementation tool
for the realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and a means to improving public
service delivery; increasing people’s engagement,; enhancing transparency, accountability and inclusion,
and making life better for all.”
- LIU Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs'®

Introduction

The Internet has become a commonplace tool in modern communication and one of the leading platforms for
facilitating international trade.!®® The United Nations (UN) recognizes users of the platform as “those who use the
Internet from any location.”!% The Internet plays a vital role in modern life, as observed by a study from the UN.
According to the study, 44 Member States’ access to smartphones and other Internet-capable devices is limited or, in
some regions, entirely unavailable to citizens and refugees alike.!%

Since its creation in January 1983, the Internet has been expanding in scope and connectivity.!% Tim Berners-Lee
created the first modern iteration of the public Internet in 1990, known as the World Wide Web.!% As the Internet
evolved, governments and private entities started to explore the economic benefits of this new communication
technology.!% In the 1990s, the projected benefits of the Internet as an economic force included greatly reducing the
cost of transactions.!? Production and distribution of goods would see an increase in efficiency provided by
knowledge that is accessible.!'? The Internet would also offer a wider selection of consumer products to customers
and allow for expanded outreach by companies to new markets that were previously inaccessible.!!! The ability for
consumers to shop digitally allowed companies to reach new customers without the overhead cost of establishing a
physical store in a new location.!!?

The Australian government noted that critical infrastructure is “services that are essential for everyday life such as
energy, communications, water, transport, health, food and grocery, banking and finance...”!!3 As technology
advances, the Internet is becoming more integral to the facilitation and creation of additional infrastructure.!'*
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) help connect Member States in the Global North, serving to
drive innovation that improves the living conditions of citizens in the Member States.!!> Member States in the
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Global South suffer from a lack of ICT resources causing the economic gap between Developed Member States and
developing ones to expand.!'!® One of the most beneficial communication tools to emerge from the rapid growth of
the Internet has been the accessibility of social media networks, which allows for increased interaction between
citizens and their governments. Developing Member States have utilized social media in times of political strife to
increase international awareness involving problems affecting the general population.!!’

The creation and maintenance of critical infrastructure depend on Internet access and reliable connections. The
Internet itself has become a critical infrastructure that supports developed Member States.!!® Even with a significant
difference in accessibility, developing Member States try to utilize the Internet in a similar manner to developed
Member States.!!” The UN notes that less than one in five people have reliable access and can viably use the Internet
in developing Member States.!2’ The expansion of access is a critical factor in helping to uplift developing Member
States and strengthen their economies.!?! Lack of legislation that provides for Internet regulation and expansion
leaves developing Member States struggling to keep pace.'?

Current Situation

The UN has included Internet access and infrastructure in Sustainable Development Goal 9 to “Build resilient
infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation,” stressing the benefits of
connectivity while trying to establish other critical infrastructure.!?®* The most direct body related to the discussion
and outlining of guidelines for development is the IGF, with contributions from the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA).'?* In response to the COVID-19 crisis, the UN DESA released a
compendium of initiatives for Member States to address the pandemic using their existing Internet infrastructure
effectively.'?> UN DESA endorses the use of the Internet as a vital communication tool in times of crisis to quickly
convey crucial information to citizens due to its ease of access in areas with established infrastructure.'26

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the need for reliable Internet access for citizens to better communicate
with their governments during times of crisis. The Internet helps governing bodies in, “providing information,
monitoring and setting up dedicated COVID-19 portal[s].”!?” As of April 2020, about 1.6 billion students globally
were at risk of falling behind in their educational careers due to not having the necessary Internet access to continue
their education virtually.!?® While a lack of Internet access already posed a threat to students’ educational careers,
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the COVID-19 pandemic only heightened this issue.!?’ This can be seen in the shift of in-person activities including
work and education to virtual mediums that require an Internet connection to participate.!*° In this shift, individuals
have not been able to continue their education or work in their respective Member States due to the lack of proper
Internet infrastructure and necessary technology, such as computers.!3! The shift of normally in-person activities to
online formats has remained a salient issue in Member States lacking the proper Internet infrastructure to support
this shift.!3? Capable Internet infrastructure that would benefit such Member States includes physical material such
as computers, cables, media, and software that is used to connect technology and people to the Internet.!** This
infrastructure also works together to process, store, and serve information that creates online content for users.!**

The Internet Governance Forum (IGF) was created in 2006 to help facilitate conversations surrounding Internet
access and infrastructure between Member States and private entities to discuss best practices as well as risk
minimization.!*> The IGF’s 16" annual meeting will take place in Katowice starting on December 6, 2021.13¢ The
conference's main focuses will be "Economic and social inclusion and human rights" and "Universal access and
meaningful connectivity" related to maintaining Internet infrastructure.'®’

Actions Taken by the United Nations

In 2014, the Strengthening of Capacities of Developing Countries to Provide Access to Information for Sustainable
Development through Open Government Data (OGD) was established and implemented through the UN DESA..!38
OGD is an initiative sponsored by the IGF to increase the ability for citizens to “be aware of important issues and to
be part of the decision-making process to address policy issues,” using the Internet.!* The use of OGD can be
beneficial for developing Member States in regards to “development programmes and track progress, prevent
corruption and improve aid effectiveness.”'*? The initiative aims to develop policy frameworks for developing
Member States and outline the required infrastructure to utilize OGD initiatives.'4!

In 2017, the UN General Assembly (GA) highlighted the need for a multilateral response to creating
sustainable Internet infrastructure in developing Member States in A/RES/71/212.!4? Continuing to update
Internet infrastructure as technology evolves is crucial to help developing Member States keep pace with
developed Member States.!** The UN also recognizes the need for assistance and investment from the
private sector to help fund the creation and maintenance of these frameworks.!#4

Since 2017, the GA has recognized the ability for the Internet and related communication technologies to be utilized
as tools to help combat development challenges such as access to education materials while also increasing the
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globalization of Member States.!* The expanded access to information afforded to Member States with access to the
Internet can help tackle challenges such as poverty and social isolation through the creation of new jobs and a
greater sense of connection as a society.!*® The expansion of access and reliability stands to help integrate
developing Member States into the global economy by equipping them with the same tools used by developed
Member States. !4’

In January 2020, the GA stressed the importance of both the public and private sectors helping to establish Internet
infrastructure within Member States.!*® The GA encourages voluntary donations from both developed Member
States and private entities to help fund the expansion of Internet infrastructure in developing Member States.!*® One
private entity, SpaceX, is working to develop a global network of satellites to provide Internet anywhere in the
world.!>® The service, Starlink, aims to offer Internet access to underserved communities quicker than traditional
cable Internet through a reduced need for physical infrastructure and construction within physical communities.!%!

Case Study
Kenya

Globally, the COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted social and economic inequalities amongst Member States. Of
these inequalities, there has been an increased need for greater access in developing Member States.!>? Kenya is
currently experiencing problems resulting from the lack of equitable Internet access, affordability, and digital
literacy as a result of lack of Internet.!>* Currently, about 3.5 million Kenyans do not have any form of Internet
access. Seventy-one percent of Kenyans who do have access to mobile Internet face the possibility of losing their
Internet access due to its high cost.!>* Such obstacles to Internet access have prompted Kenyans to resort to other
methods of accessing and distributing their educational content, including using apps like WhatsApp and Facebook,
and tuning into radio stations.!*> For every one million people of the general population in Kenya, there are only an
estimated 248.2 secure Internet servers available for use as of 2019.1%¢ As for Kenyans working from home, they
have encountered difficulties when working from home, including power outages and Internet loss due to increases
in bandwidth demand, which have made it difficult to continue working from home. !>’

Prior to the pandemic, UNICEF and the International Telecommunication Union began working together on an
initiative known as the Giga Project.!>® This initiative began in 2019, and its goal was to increase Internet access in
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developing Member States, such as Colombia, Honduras, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Mauritania and Sierra Leone among
other Member States, with a particular focus on providing Internet to schools.!* As the COVID-19 pandemic began
to highlight inequities in Internet accessibility, the Giga Project became even more valuable in the areas it was being
implemented.'®® The Giga Project has been working to bring and improve Internet connection in Kenyan schools as
the country currently has 23,300 schools lacking consistent Internet access.'! The Giga Project’s main focus in
increasing Kenya’s Internet connectivity is in the Member State’s public primary schools.!®> By making it possible
for these schools to access the Internet, an estimated 12.8 million local individuals will benefit from connectivity
and, therefore, be able to continue their education.!®® The Giga Project hopes to reach 100 percent of Iternet
connectivity in schools by 2030.!64

While the Giga Project works closely with the Kenyan government to increase Internet connection growth, the
Kenyan government has also released and implemented its own currently in-progress goals regarding Internet
connection and bandwidth access.'®® The Kenyan government has obtained the necessary fiber cable that will
connect all 47 Kenyan counties once installed. This new connectivity will then facilitate communication across
counties and improve the delivery of government documents to citizens, as they will be able to access e-government
services. Other entities, including Mobile Network Operators (MNO’s) have also contributed to these technological
efforts by establishing 3™ generation (3G) and 4™ generation (4G) technology base stations throughout Kenya to
increase mobile connectivity.!%® Respectively, 3G and 4G base stations are a wide area cell-based network, and the
integration of wireless local area networks with the previous wide area cell-based infrastructure. Importantly,
coverage increases from residential to enterprise usage in the shift from 3G to 4G technology.!®” Both are
generations of mobile broadband Internet, with 3G providing at least 200 kilobits per second, and 4G providing at
least 100 megabits per second.!%®

Other Internet-related goals have been implemented in Kenya as well, including the Kenya National Broadband
Strategy 2018-2023.'%° This objective aims to significantly increase available Internet infrastructure to reach a 95
percent of broadband coverage in Kenya nationally.!”® To encourage longer-term Internet and technological
capabilities within Kenyan society, the Kenya Digital Literacy Programme aims to teach the necessary digital skills
to students to ensure that they will fully take advantage of the Internet.'”!

Conclusion
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The Internet has become an integral part of everyday life in the Global North and has slowly spread to the Global
South. As communication technologies including the Internet become more commonly relied upon, access to these
technologies for individual citizens continues to improve. As the Internet becomes more readily available, Member
States must recognize the critical role the Internet has in establishing and growing their economies. Expanding
access to individuals helps connect them with others around the world, which helps make globalization efforts easier
with direct input from citizens. The Giga project is expanding Internet access in schools in developing Member
States that lack Internet access. The Giga project’s work in increasing Internet access in developing Member States
coincides with Sustainable Development Goal nine, which focuses on industries, innovation, and infrastructure in its
efforts to connect schools to the Internet. Efforts like these will help develop proper Internet infrastructure that will
aid Member States in keeping pace with developed Member States that will close the detrimental economic gap
between them. 172 The IGF also work to advance Internet as a critical infrastructure through yearly conferences and
Member focused initiatives.!” The initiatives and resolutions of third party entities helps to bolster and advance the
UN’s goal of establishing Internet as crucial infrastructure globally.!™

Committee Directive

Delegates should be prepared to answer the following: What is the largest challenge in setting up Internet
infrastructure? Who should fund the development of this infrastructure? Should developing Member States prioritize
Internet infrastructure over others? How would Internet infrastructure improve the lives of individual citizens in
their respective Member States? What are some incentives to developing communication technologies in Member
States? How do strong communication technologies affect Member States relations with one another? How can
Member States motivate one another to pursue advancement in communication technologies?
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journalism as a way to avoid dehumanizing war, demonizing enemies, biased reporting, and government
interference with media, practices that are common in conventional news coverage. It upholds the strengths
of peace journalism through the Mass Media Declaration of 1978, which reiterates that the media plays a
vital role in strengthening peace and eliminating ignorance and conflict-prone misunderstandings among
people.
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This work examines the Cyber Mediation Initiative (CMI), which studies social media’s impact on peace
mediation, and overall, highlights the important insights of this initiative. CMI ultimately suggests that
peace mediators take social media seriously and incorporate it as a way to communicate information to the
audiences they are trying to reach. They recommend that peace mediators encourage participation and
inclusivity, as well as provide reflection spaces to increase effectiveness of their work. Furthermore, they
should uphold and openly receive constructive criticism from organizations that continually work with
peacebuilding initiatives.
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Recognizing that social media has become a way for users to receive news and information on current
events prompts an urgency to highlight the spread of one-directional information and the ability for
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malevolent groups to garner support for their causes. Social media is a strong tool that can be used to amass
support for many kinds of movements, including dangerous ones sponsored by non-state actors like
terrorist groups. While there are some measures set in place to counteract information with malicious
intent, this article urges that there is still work that needs to be done to help promote peace and security
through the Internet.
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This research pushes for greater analysis of media and information communication technology (ICT) in the realm
of international relations because of its relationship with conflict, security, and cross border social movements.
With recognition of the growth in media use, this journal article highlights how the media contributes to peace
agendas and social movements. As a reference point, Savrum and Miller examine the Cyprus conflict and
specifically look to the media’s factor in interethnic relations, conflict, and peace-building within the conflict.
Ultimately, the objective seeks to determine how far the media supports state-centric approaches to the liberal
peace agenda and likewise, how the media disregards necessary factors to promote democratic peace.
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http://www.jstor.org/stable/23047100.

According to this work, information, and communications technologies (ICT) help increase labor productivity and
overall economic efficiency. Therefore, this journal article seeks to understand whether the further dispersion of
ICT contributes to a decrease of technical inefficiency in examination of the aggregate cross-country level. It
specifically examines the ICT technical efficiency relationship between developed and developing countries.
While developing countries remain economically efficient, this work supports the further inclusion of ICT in
developing countries as a way to increase efficiency and form a path of economic development in such countries.
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This site lists various United Nations Resolutions on information and communications technologies (ICT’s)
and their role in sustainable development. Such resolutions range from the year 2001 to 2019 and may be
useful in understanding the goals that the UN is hoping to reach by incorporating ICT’s in sustainable
development projects and updating their goals throughout the years. These resolutions range from the
committees in which they were produced (General Assembly, Economic and Social Council) as well as the
topic to which they pertain. All resolutions presented are in chronological order and documents with similar
names and different dates are resolutions that have been updated with consideration to previous goals or
elements stated in prior versions.
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Information and communications technology provides developing countries with the opportunity to continue
growing in their economic, educational, and overall socioeconomic and political goals. This work embellishes the
benefits of internet as a means to further connect information, business, and overall, productivity making it an
important factor for production. Despite these benefits, not all countries have been able to properly implement the
necessary internet infrastructure. Therefore, this work seeks to explain why some countries have yet to reach
implementation goals and what differences in factors have contributed to the unequal implementation of internet
infrastructure by studying socio-economic factors and internet adoption.
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While this overall publication looks at trends and aid in developing countries as they further interconnect
with the global economic realm. Chapter five specifically studies the internet divide in developing countries
and the potential benefits developing countries have not experienced because of the lack of growth in ICT
infrastructure, connectivity, and the quality of ICT service within mobile and fixed-broadband internet.
This work goes into detail on the progress developing countries have reached in regard to ICT
establishment, the socio-economic boundaries that are preventing further ICT development, and the
internet’s inability to address inequalities due to a lack of focus on infrastructure.
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This work commends the efforts that have been taking to implement up to date technologies in developing
countries and notes that although there are strong efforts to modernize technology in such areas, the
creation of state institutions to withstand and support issues that may arise with such technology has been
going at a slower rate, not keeping up with the technology being introduced. Schia suggests that the
institutional shortcomings can be overcome by projects aimed at educating people in developing countries
on how to properly use the technology given. Specifically, Schia notes that Cyber Security Capacity
Building, when connected to Sustainable Development Goals, can support development goals in
developing countries. This work furthermore highlights the importance of recognizing cybersecurity as an
important element and one that should be assessed to determine developing countries’ potential roadblocks
to adopting the necessary infrastructure to support their new technologies.
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Internet and technological growth in Sub-Saharan Africa are studied in this review, more specifically, the
unequal distribution of technology throughout the region. The inequality in internet access, that of which is
only 1 in 5 people, is exacerbated by the lack of necessary infrastructure for internet access. The overall
lack of unequal internet access is also what contributes to the growing divide between rich and poorer
classes. Overall, this review concludes that providing the infrastructure to increase internet access
throughout the Sub-Saharan region, urban and rural divides will be lessened.
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