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Security Council Update No. 1:  Situation in Venezuela 

It has been over a year since civilian protests broke out in the eastern district of Caracas, the Venezuelan capital. As 

the country struggled with major food shortages, political corruption, and a crippling economy, deadly clashes 

between police and opposition protestors resulted in widespread looting and rioting, leaving at least 125 dead.
1
  “The 

tipping point came in March when the pro-Nicolas Maduro Supreme Court essentially took over functions of the 

opposition-led National Assembly…it was a trigger and rallying cry for the opposition, which began a campaign of 

street protests that ran from April to July”
2
 in 2017. Since the protests, the economic condition of Venezuela 

continues to worsen. According to a UN report published in September of 2018, “more than 3.7 million 

Venezuelans, or 12 percent of the population, are undernourished.”
3
 Further, according to the United Nations 

Migration Agency (IOM), the mass exodus of Venezuelans into neighboring Member States has become equivalent 

to that experienced in the Mediterranean and is being deemed as a “crisis moment.”
4
With a virtually useless 

currency and massive civic unrest in its wake,
5
 the world has taken notice of the deteriorating conditions in the Latin 

American Member State, and the international community now looks to strategies for alleviation. 

Background on Recent Events 

On March 31, 2017  the Venezuelan Supreme Court stripped the National Assembly of all powers, and vested them 

within itself, effectively gutting Venezuela’s legislative branch of government..
6
 The National Assembly was mostly 

comprised of opposition leaders, while the Supreme Court contained many Maduro loyalists.
7
 The citizens of 

Venezuela saw this pro-Maduro move as a cheap attempt at grabbing governmental power and the reaction was 

largely negative. There was immediate condemnation abroad, especially within the Americas who perceived the 

move to be an erosion of any remaining democratic principles.
8
 Even the President of the United States, Donald J. 

Trump, toyed with the idea of a U.S. led intervention in the form of an invasion.
9
 Within the region, various Member 

States also denounced Maduro’s bold move. Peru, for example, severed all diplomatic ties with Venezuela 

immediately.
10

  Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, and Paraguay also 
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denounced the move by issuing statements that varied in degree of condemnation;
11

 some going as far as Peru by 

imposing both diplomatic and economic sanctions in order to persuade Venezuelan officials to reverse their 

actions.
12

 

Within Venezuela, the outrage was channeled into violent street protests for weeks following the decision, leading to 

an aggressive military response meant to quell the demonstrations. Despite a reversal from the Supreme Court on 1 

April 2017, demonstrations continued, with more lives lost in the process.
13

 On July 24
th

, Maduro celebrated 

heavily-criticized election results and as a direct outcome, the government formed a new National Assembly, 

referred to as the constituent assembly.
14

   Identical to a controversial move made in 1999 by former President of 

Venezuela and socialist leader, Hugo Chavez, Maduro knew that replacing the opposition-led National Assembly 

with the constituent assembly would grant his supporters the authority to discharge current officials and allow them 

to rewrite the constitution.
15

. Since President Maduro convened the constituent assembly, opposition leaders that 

were once a part of the former National Assembly have been put on trial for treason due to previously favoring U.S. 

sanctions.
16

  

Following a very hostile year in 2017, the economic and political position of the Venezuelan people has continued to 

worsen, with hyperinflation continuing to rise.
17

 In June of 2018, the inflation rate hit an unprecedented 24,571 

percent, with many blaming the shortcomings of Maduro’s Socialist government.
18

 This hyperinflation has led to a 

current state of economic ruin. The population suffers from mass unemployment, 27.1 percent in 2018, with 

projections to hit over 33 percent by December 2018.
19

  

“Government critics say nationalizations of businesses and more than a decade of price and currency controls have 

crippled private enterprise, but President Nicolas Maduro says Venezuela is a victim of an ‘economic war’ led by 

business leaders with US help
20

.” 2018 will mark three consecutive years where Venezuela’s gross domestic product 

(GDP) has declined substantially.
21

 

The people of Venezuela also suffer from malnutrition due to the inability of citizens to purchase sufficient 

quantities of food for themselves and their families. According to the United Nations Children’s Agency (UNICEF) 

malnutrition of children is a rapidly growing issue for Venezuela moving through 2018. For instance, a study in 

2009 conducted by the Venezuelan government set the malnutrition rate for children at a moderate 3.2 percent. As 
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of 2018, UNICEF reports that number has ballooned to a 15.5 percent, and sadly that number is not expected to 

improve for the foreseeable future.
22

 With at least 87 percent of Venezuelans living in poverty, many  jokingly refer 

to the food shortages as the “Maduro diet.”
23

 As food and medicinal shortages become the new norm, the World 

Health Organization (WHO) reports that 75 percent of Venezuelans were estimated to have lost ten kilos or 22 

pounds in 2016 due to starvation.
24

  

It is apparent the current situation within the Member State is not poised to alter its course without assistance or 

political change, and these issues are not simply domestic in nature. The conflict extends outside the borders of 

Venezuela and into the regional community whose economies are also impacted by the nearby unrest. International 

institutions, such as the South American trade bloc Mercosur, have suspended any business with Venezuela 

indefinitely for violating the bloc’s democratic principles.
25

   “Though members of the Mercosur customs union – 

Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay – suspended Venezuela two years ago, they pledged to limit the 

consequences for the Venezuelan people.”
26

 Despite suspension, due to their promotion of democracy throughout 

Mercosur Member States, the regional bloc vocally rejected foreign military intervention in Venezuela.
27

  

More recently, The United Nations High Commissioner of Refugees (UNHCR) released a report regarding the large 

amounts of asylum seekers, refugees, and migrants that have been leaving Venezuela throughout the year of 2017.
28

  

The report suggests numerous Member States, such as Brazil, Mexico, Panama, Costa Rica, and Colombia (which 

collectively harbors over 500,000 refugees from Venezuela) are suffering the brunt of the crisis.
29

 Overall, the 

number of identified refugees by the UNHCR is 1,500,000 people for the year 2017 in total, not taking into 

consideration   others who are not recognized  under the “refugee” status.
30

 “The exodus has placed public services 

in neighboring countries under strain, with governments in countries as far away as Chile having to adapt 

immigration regulations accordingly.”
31

 Nonetheless, recent developments throughout the region have reflected 

signs of progress; more than 440,000  migrant and refugee populations were granted residency and work permits as 

an act of good faith.
32

   

Apart from the Member State’s economic condition, and large immigration crisis, Venezuela continues to suffer 

social unrest. Most recently, on 5 August 2018 an alleged assassination attempt was made on  President Maduro 
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while at a rally in which he was speaking.
33

 That same day, six people were arrested and ultimately charged with 

flying two drones armed with explosives, which detonated near Maduro’s vehicle outside the event.
34

 Some 

international sources have went as far as claiming it was an act of terror, instead, while the government of Venezuela 

has remained adamant on the opposite.
35

 Theories as to who was responsible for the drone attacks vary in culprits, 

from Venezuelan opposition groups
36

 to government allegations that blame Maduro critics in Miami, Florida and 

Bogota, Colombia.
37

 

In January and February 2018, respectively, Maduro banned “dissident parties” from participating in the 2018 

presidential elections and announced he would be running in the race. Simultaneously, a poll revealed that 60 

percent of Venezuelans sampled believed all candidates running, including Maduro, were not viable candidates for 

President.
38

 Unsurprisingly, Maduro won the election by a landslide. However, independent sources (such as the 

European Council) decry massive electoral fraud and poor conditions surrounding the election, thus delegitimizing 

the election results for many.
39

 

Without an international response, the situation in Venezuela will likely not improve, leaving millions of 

Venezuelans at risk and the state of the region uncertain. Due to the delicate nature of the situation, the Security 

Council must be ready to intervene and ensure the safety of the Venezuelan people and security in the region. 

                                                           
33 "Venezuela 'drone Attack': Six Arrests Made," BBC, August 05, 2018, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-

45077057. (accessed August 1, 2018). 

34 BBC News, Venezuela Drone Attack. 
35 "The Latest: 6 Arrests in Venezuela Drone Plot; More Likely," The Washington Post, August 05, 2018, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/the-latest-venezuelan-firefighters-dispute-official-

version/2018/08/04/cb4f060e-9844-11e8-818b-e9b7348cd87d_story.html?utm_term=.b9c05ec33587. 

36 “Venezuela’s Maduro Survives Assassination Attempt, Officials Say” National Public Radio, 

https://www.npr.org/2018/08/06/635907935/venezuelas-maduro-survives-assassination-attempt-officials-say (Accessed 

September 19, 2018).  
37 “Venezuela Drone Attack: Here’s What Happened With Nicolas Maduro” USA Today, 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/08/06/venezuela-drone-attack-nicolas-maduro-assassination-

attempt-what-happened/913096002/ (Accessed September 19, 2018). 
38 “Venezuela in Crisis,” Council on Foreign Relations, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/venezuela-crisis, (accessed August 1, 

2018). 
39 Council of the European Union, Venezuela: Council adopts conclusions, May 28, 2018. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-45077057
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-45077057
https://www.npr.org/2018/08/06/635907935/venezuelas-maduro-survives-assassination-attempt-officials-say
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/08/06/venezuela-drone-attack-nicolas-maduro-assassination-attempt-what-happened/913096002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2018/08/06/venezuela-drone-attack-nicolas-maduro-assassination-attempt-what-happened/913096002/
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/venezuela-crisis

