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Honorable Delegates, 

 

Welcome to the Southern Regional Model United Nations (SRMUN) Atlanta 2014 Conference and the League of 

Arab States (LAS). I, along with my marvelous Assistant Director, Jared Cannon, will make up your dais for the 

LAS. I am very excited to spend my fourth, and Jared’s first, SRMUN conference on staff with this committee, 

hoping to make this a conference you will not only remember, but will walk away from with a greater appreciation 

and understanding of the issues facing the Arab world.  

 

The League of Arab States is a regional body designed to strengthen relationships between Arabic countries. 

Created in March of 1945, the LAS was fashioned “out of concern for the cementing and reinforcing of these 

bonds on the basis of respect for the independence and sovereignty of theme Stated, and in order to direct their 

efforts towards the goal of welfare of all the Arab States.” There are currently 22 Member States of the LAS, 

each of which participate in the various summits and councils within the LAS.   

 

Keeping in mind the theme of SRMUN Atlanta 2014, we have chosen the following topics to discuss at this 

year’s conference for the crucial role they each play in preventing conflict and helping create peace and 

stability: 

 

I:  Ensuring Access to Political Processes in Conflict Situations 

II:  Strengthening and Expanding Arab Economies: Encouragement of International 

Trade Relations 

 

This background guide will serve as the foundation for your research, yet it should not be the extent of the 

research. Preparation is given to each topic to help guide delegates in their initial research, and to serve as a 

starting place for more in depth studies. It is expected that delegates go beyond this background guide in 

preparation for their position paper and to better prepare themselves for contribution within the committee in 

November. Further, each delegation is required to submit a position paper for consideration.   

 

Position papers are to be no longer than two pages in length (single spaced) and should demonstrate your delegation’s 

position, policies and recommendations on both topics.  Further information regarding position papers can be found 

on the SRMUN website (http://www.srmun.org). All Position papers MUST be submitted by 11:59 p.m. on 

Friday, October 31, 2014, via the online submission system on the SRMUN website. 
 

Both Jared and I are excited for the opportunity to serve as your dais for the League of Arab States during the 

SRMUN’s 25
th

 anniversary in Atlanta. I wish you all the best of luck in your conference preparation and look 

forward to meeting and working with each of you. Should questions arise as you begin to prepare for this 

conference, contacting those on your dais is always encouraged. 

 

 

 
Lucie Bowman                  Jared Cannon   Stefanie Vaught 

Director      Assistant Director  Deputy Director-General 

las_atlanta@srmun.org   las_atlanta@srmun.org  ddg_atlanta@srmun.org 
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The Committee History of the League of Arab States 
 

A historic meeting took place in Cairo, Egypt in 1945. Dignitaries and diplomats from the Kingdom of Egypt, 

Transjordan, the Kingdom of Iraq, the Kingdom of Yemen, the Lebanese Republic, the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia and the Syrian Republic signed into effect the Pact of the League of Arab States (also called the Charter 

of the Arab League), outlining the duties and responsibilities of each Member State. The League of Arab States 

was effectively born on 22 March 1945 with the ratification of the Pact.
1
  

 

The idea of a regional Arab body came out of the Second World War in which the British supported a pan-Arab 

movement to address and support the concerns of the region.
2
 It would not be until 1944, however, that Arab 

states began to move towards a true regional structure with the Alexandria Protocol, a document that would 

become the basis for the creation and realization of the League of Arab States. The Alexandria Protocol states 

that the Council of the League of Arab States shall be charged to ”strengthen the relations between those states; 

to coordinate their political plans so as to insure their cooperation, and protect their independence and 

sovereignty against every aggression by suitable means.”
3
 This statement remains the League’s mission to this 

day. 

 

The LAS, since its inception, has played a critical role in backing Palestinian statehood, and as such the League 

regards Palestine as an independent state with full authority in Arab League matters.
4
 The issue of Palestine has 

been central to the League of Arab States since the Alexandria Protocol
5
 and has retained a unique status within 

the League discussions. Member States have been active in uniting, at times, for the common interest of the 

Palestinian Diaspora, anti-settlement projects in the Occupied Territories, Palestinian nation building, and 

security concerns in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. Notably, the LAS produced the Arab League Declaration on 

the Invasion of Palestine on 15 May 1948, outlining League and Member States efforts to halt the creation of a 

Jewish state in Palestine and initiated an economic boycott of Israel which lasted over 40 years.
6
 

 

The Arab League is a voluntary association consisting of Member States in the Arab world and observer states 

as those states with particular interests in Arab affairs. Today the Arab League has its permanent headquarters in 

Cairo, Egypt and consists of 22 Member States covering the Middle East and North Africa and 4 Observer 

States: India, Venezuela, Eritrea and Brazil. Without rigid geographic borders, the League of Arab States is 

open to Member States that share a sense of common ‘Arabness’ in terms of language, cultural unity, economic 

interdependence, historical and traditional ties, as well as ethnic and religious similarities. However, identifying 

the members of the League of Arab States as a single homogeneous society is to devalue the rich diversity that 

exists within the Arab World and among its people. The LAS encompasses approximately 5.25 million square 

miles and represents over 300 million people.
7
 

 

The principal institutions of the Arab League are the Council of the League, the Joint Defense Council, the 

Economic and Social Council, the Committees and the Secretariat General.  The Joint Defense and Economic 

Cooperation Treaty (JDECT) in 1950 established the Joint Defense Council. It is composed of the Ministers of 

Foreign Affairs and Defense from all Member States, and remains active in matters of League security and 

military affairs.
8
  The Council, composed of representatives of Member States, is the highest body of the Arab 

League. Each Member State has one vote within the Council, irrespective of its size in population or 

geographical land mass, similar to that of the United Nations General Assembly. The council meets formally 

twice a year, but convenes special sessions at the request of two Member States. Such cases that the body 

convenes to discuss include the stability and structural integrity of Member States and the international trade 

relations amongst the League of Arab States. The Council also has the task of directing all external activities of 
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the League, including the cooperation with relevant international bodies.
9
 It is this body that this committee will 

replicate. 

 

The Economic and Social Council of the Arab League is the current body charged to promote the means for the 

economic and social development of the Arab world and coordinate the activities of specialized agencies of the 

LAS. Among the most important of the agencies are the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, the 

Arab Fund for Assistance to Arab and African Countries, the Arab Monetary Fund, the Arab Organization for 

Agricultural Development, the Industrial Development Centre for Arab States, the Arab Bank for Economic 

Development in Africa, the Arab Council for Civil Aviation, the Arab Postal Union, the Arab 

Telecommunication Union, the Arab Labour Council, and the Council for Arab Unity.
10

  The Secretariat 

General is the institution of the League of Arab States responsible for implementing decisions, headed by the 

Secretary General. The current Secretary General is Nabil Elaraby, elected in May 2011, and was formerly 

Egypt’s foreign minister. Secretary General Elaraby’s role is key as it is he who represents the Arab world at the 

international level.
11

 

 

Important and seminal documents of the Arab League include the Cultural Treaty of the Arab League (1946), 

the Arab Charter on Human Rights (1994), and the Arab Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism (1998). 

The Cultural Treaty promotes the cooperation of Arab States in various cultural aspects such as arts, sports, 

sciences, and academia. The treaty also encouraged the advancement of literacy rates, cultural preservation, 

joint sporting events, keeping pace with global intellectual movements, and cultural development.
12

 The Arab 

Charter on Human Rights ratified in 1994, is the foundational building block for human rights within Arab 

States recognizing “the close link between human rights and world peace” as well as the “principles established 

by the Islamic Shari‘a and other religions…” by promoting brotherhood and equality amongst human beings.
13

 

The Arab Charter follows similar preexisting models in identifying the innate right to life, liberty, and security 

of person and the ability to freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural development under protection of 

law.
14

 The Arab Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism dedicated Member States to the eradication and 

global fight against terrorism in all forms. The document also outlined the LAS’s political and judicial 

commitment to combat international terrorism.
15

    

 

Today the LAS is active in matters that range from security issues to cultural activities, economic development 

to educational access and beyond. Yet the League's effectiveness has been severely tested by divisions among 

Member States both politically and socially.
16

 In particular, the LAS has been successful in promoting the 

Common Market (1965) and moving towards a Greater Arab Free Trade Zone (GAFTA) in which nearly all of 

the Arab World would be able to trade without barriers. GAFTA is extremely important in evaluating the LAS’s 

effectiveness in economic matters, as the agreement relies on political institutions to reshape Arab trade policies. 

The agreement focuses on the issues of trade liberalization; reduction of agricultural subsidies; removal of tariff, 

monetary, administrative quotas; and intellectual property rights as central points in the Arab effort to move 

forward into the global economy.
17

 

 

A series of events, beginning in 2011, placated the role of Syria within the LAS.  The LAS had taken a more 

cautious approach to the events in Syria; however, the LAS called for the United Nations and “the international 

community” at large to exercise their responsibilities under international law “to take the necessary measures” 

against the Syrian government. But aside from calling for trials of the perpetrators of chemical weapons attacks, 

the resolution — adopted at a meeting in Cairo — did not specify what kind of international measures might be 
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needed or justified.  The LAS determined this necessary in September 2013 after a contentious stand-off 

between the United States of America and Syria.
18

 

 

 

The current members of the League of Arab States: 

 

ALGERIA, BAHRAIN, COMOROS, DJIBUTI, EGYPT, IRAQ, JORDAN, KUWAIT, LEBANON, LIBYA, 

MAURITANIA, MOROCCO, OMAN, PALESTINE, QATAR, SAUDI ARABIA, SOMALIA, SUDAN, 

SYRIA***, TUNISIA, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, and YEMEN.  

 

 

 

***Syria is currently suspended from the League of Arab States following a vote on 12 November 2011 with 18 

of the League’s Member States affirming the suspension, Yemen and Lebanon opposing, Iraq abstaining and 

Syria not voting at all. 

 

 

I. Ensuring Access to Political Processes in Conflict Situations 

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in 

periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret 

vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. 

- Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 21.3
19

 

 

Introduction 

In the last several decades, members of the League of Arab States (LAS) have seen countless changes in their 

political structures.  The Spring of 2011 was a tipping point for the region. Civil unrest in Tunisia sparked a 

series of demonstrations and protests, and in some case revolutions, that called for change across the region.  

What would come to be colloquially known as the Arab Spring was the beginning of numerous changes in the 

governments, and the structure of those governments, within the LAS.  But the LAS is no stranger to revolutions 

and political upheaval, or the struggle for political stability.   

Civil unrest and revolutions help to create a turbulent atmosphere, especially when they are set against the 

backdrop of an already prevalent conflict situation. The crisis in Syria is a notable example of how demand for 

reform can quickly escalate into chaos and conflict, and halt political processes.  In turn, three years of turmoil, 

countless refugees fleeing the area and destruction has intensified and cemented the ideas held by opposing 

sides.
20

  Whether conflict breeds political upheaval or civil unrest breeds conflict is not definite in different 

situations it may be one or the other.  Regardless of which causes the other, turbulence during the electoral 

process and political transitions, possibly changing the direction of a government and Member State, sometimes 

exacerbate conflict situations. Disfranchisement, under representation of various groups within Member States, 

rigged elections and falsified election results, and governmental transitions can often make conflict situations 

even more chaotic. 

The protection of political processes is a necessity for progress, and to aid in peace and security in the region.  

Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) states that “everyone has the right to take part 

in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives.”
21

  For those Member States 

that practice democracy, and have signed on to the UDHR, upholding this basic human right is not only 

important for the individuals for whom this right should be granted, but also for providing a representative 

government for Member States. Having this right granted for every individual in Member States may deter civil 

unrest by those who are not currently represented in the governing process.  When individuals, and their 
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interests, are being represented on a national level by elected representatives, they have played a role in the 

political process and the decision making in their country. Therefore, it becomes prudent to ensure individuals’ 

rights to voting are being protected. Included in these processes are voting, the determination of winners in 

elections, and governmental transitions. Each of these has problematic areas, which will be explored throughout 

this guide. Sometimes, these areas overlap, making it all the more crucial to address each problem that can arise 

to assure a smooth political process from start to finish.  

As conflicts arise and spill across borders, and relationships within and between the LAS and others in the 

international community change, this committee and its respective Member States face ever-changing and 

evolving changes in government and policy. Political processes in Member States are crucial, both domestically 

and abroad. Protecting access to these processes is, and will be, increasingly more crucial to the stability and 

security of the LAS, its, and the region as a whole. 

Voting 

Disfranchisement 

The voting process is a delicate process that can easily either lead to uprising and unrest, or feed into an already 

existing conflict. Referring back to Article 21 of the UDHR, every global citizen “has the right to take part in 

the government of his country,” meaning the right to a vote.
22

 This is arguably the most important part of the 

political process to protect because it is the cornerstone of the democratic political process.  Without voting, 

democracy fails to exist. And for those Member States who hold democratic governments, the right to vote for 

citizens within those Member States is crucial to be upheld. Protecting the right to vote for all citizens, women 

and minorities included, is of the upmost importance in both ensuring the political process, and helping to 

ensure peace and security. Disfranchisement and deterring voters are two example scenarios that hinder this 

aspect of the political process. 

Disfranchisement of various groups in Member States for political gain has, at times, helped to fuel civil unrest, 

especially when it comes to minorities and other under-represented groups.  “Minorities in all regions of the 

world… are frequently excluded from taking part fully in the economic, political, social, and cultural life 

available to the majorities in the countries or societies where they live,” explained Navanethem Pillay, the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in 2009.
23

 This sentiment is upheld in the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Article 25 was written in hopes that “every citizen shall have the right 

and the opportunity… and without reasonable restrictions to take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or 

through freely chosen representative” and “to vote and be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by 

universal and equal suffrage.”
24

 Minorities, in this case, of course includes women and ethnic and cultural 

minorities within various Member States. But in the context of the political process, it also means individuals 

not belonging to certain political parties or movements. Women, youth, and racial minorities are often those 

who are disfranchised, and as the Arab Spring proved, among these (especially youth) is enough fire to spark 

revolution. These underrepresented groups are subject to legislation passed by bodies entirely elected by a 

majority constituency, which can directly affect those groups.   

The United Nations suggests that “democracy requires that citizens’ interests be heard, deliberated, and 

legislated on.”
25

  As of 2015, women in Saudi Arabia will be granted the right to vote in local elections, per a 

decree by King Abdullah in 2011. 
26

   In Lebanon, the right to vote for women is conditional upon the 

completion of elementary education, a prerequisite not required of men.
27

 While in Lebanon, the “school life” 

expectancy of both men and women is a complete thirteen years, the literacy rate of women, as of 2007, was 
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86%, as compared to almost 94% of men.
28

 Women are, officially, able to vote in all Member States, though 

there are limitations, such as the aforementioned conditions in Saudi Arabia and Lebanon.
29

  

In 2011, the UN General Assembly passed Resolution A/RES/66/130 on women’s political participation, 

reiterating “that active participation of women, on equal terms with men, at all levels of decision-making is 

essential to the achievement of equality, sustainable development, peace and democracy.”
30

 The resolution 

heralded women’s right to vote and political participation as a human right, and “call[ed] upon all States to 

eliminate laws, regulations, and practices that, in a discriminatory manner, prevent or restrict women’s 

participation in the political process.”
31

It went on to describe specific ways of allowing women better access to 

the political process such as promoting programmes for women that emphasize the importance of political 

involvement, monitoring progress of women’s representation, and appointing women to all levels of 

government.
32

 Even the Security Council, whose mandate is to ensure peace and security internationally, has 

passed resolutions calling for more representation of women in local and national levels of government. In 

Resolution 1325, the Security Council heralded that women play an important role “in the prevention and 

resolution of conflicts and in peace-building.”
33

 The political process and political institutions are even less 

accessible to women following conflict situations, and most countries already have less than thirty percent 

representation in national governments.
34

  

Unrest regarding unemployment brought youth to the streets across the region. Headlines across news stations, 

especially Al Jazeera, converse about the influence that the youth vote has on governments.  The “youth vote 

could be a game changer,” explained Djamila Ould Khettab, journalist for the international news outlet.
35

 In 

Algeria earlier this year, the youth vote was targeted. Youth make up a vast majority of the country’s population 

in a country where voter turn-out has been historically poor.
36

 Some politicians employed social media and other 

digital forms of campaigning, in hopes of gathering youth attention, recognizing the importance of having youth 

support.   

In Yemen, youth often feel voiceless, and in the early months of 2014, some began calling for an independent 

southern state.
37

 Since the winter of 2011, citizens in Yemen have been in almost a constant state of civil unrest. 

The revolution that began with the Arab Spring “is only half done,” explained a university student in Yemen.
38

 

Yemeni youth had initially felt in control of the future of their country after 2011. But as time wore on, it 

became apparent youth were still going to be underrepresented in their government. Of the 565 seats in Yemen’s 

legislative body, only twenty percent of those seats are allocated for youth, which is defined in Yemen as people 

between the ages of eighteen and forty. Youth make up twenty percent of the government, but like Algeria, a 

majority of Yemenis fall within the ages to be considered youth.  The most marginalised of these are the rural 

youth, who lack access to electricity much less internet, get “largely left out of the [political] process.”
39

 A 

separatist movement has emerged in southern Yemen, led by young Yemenis. Much of the youth sees no 

peaceful future with Yemen as a unified state. The youth claim they are being treated unfairly by those in the 

north. They also complain about a lack of education and a lack of employment, but often feel like “all they can 
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do is to vent their frustration by tossing rocks at the army.”
40

 Many of these youth see no way for improvement 

unless Yemen divides into two states. The youth in the north, southern Yemenis claim, became empowered on 

some level after the Arab Spring, something that did not occur for those in the rest of the country.
41

 

The Arab Spring proved what youth throughout the LAS can do when motivated. But in places like Yemen, 

when those frustrations continue to build, those youth also are willing to move in ways that divide Member 

States, going so far as calling for civil war. It becomes apparent that the youth throughout Member States are 

motivated, with clear goals (employment and education), and are a force to be reckoned with, and with the use 

of social media are easier to organize. Civil unrest has frequently begun with youth. It becomes crucial for youth 

to be involved and engaged in the political process, represented in legislative bodies, to avoid conflict situations. 

Youth and women are just two examples of those within the LAS who are frequently left out of the political 

process. Other marginalised groups, such as racial minorities, the disabled, moderates and dissenting voices, are 

also left out of these processes. When groups are left out of the political process, yet directly affected by it, it 

can breed resentment and unrest. These groups have helped to lead demonstrations, that have turned into much 

bigger issues, such as one single protest in Tunisia against unemployment, that have brought complete regime 

changes.  For stability, and safety, and security, there should be a framework in place, something much more 

recent and with a wider scope of demographics than the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action that the 

UN General Assembly passed regarding women in 1995.
42

 

Deterrents 

While disfranchisement is an issue facing many of the members of the LAS, it is not necessarily inclusive of 

those who have the right to vote, yet are discouraged from doing so. Opposing voices are often silenced, 

deterred from voting in elections, in order to maintain the polarized political atmosphere that has been created, 

often by revolutions. One of the most well-known international examples of this is the aftermath of Ayatollah 

Khoemeini’s rise to power in 1979. Those who were critical of the new regime, those moderates and leftist 

movements, were quickly silenced.  They were frequently imprisoned, completely excluded from the political 

process.
43

  

Leela Jacinto, a journalist for Foreign Policy, suggests that “high levels of insecurity typically deter voters from 

going to the polls.”
44

 While Jacinto was writing about voter turnout in Afghani elections in 2014, there is a 

lesson to be drawn from this statement.  Violence, whether directly at the polling station or in the area in 

general, can be contributed to low voter turnout in elections, severely hindering individuals from partaking in 

the political process.  The aforementioned election in Afghanistan was targeted by insurgents, hoping to derail 

the parliamentary election and closing many locations where voting was to take place. The insurgents were 

successful in deterring voter turnout. Roughly 4.2 million Afghanis participated in the election, the lowest 

turnout since 2001.
45

  

While in the case of Afghanistan, violence was used to specifically target elections and deter voting, widespread 

violence within a country can also have negative effects on the election process.  The violence in Syria was used 

to the advantage of Bashar Assad in 2014 as the administration insisted on carrying on with the scheduled 

election.  The logic of the administration is that this election could be “a solution to the crisis: if the people 

choose Assad in the election, the fought should end; if Assad loses, then he will leave.”
46

 But not only would 
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violence deter individual voters from going to vote, it would severely limit the number of polling stations.
47

 This 

“national” election was not a nationwide process.  Only the sections of the country the official government of 

Syria controls will be polled, excluding northern and eastern Syria.
48

 Further, even those who could vote in 

government controlled areas of Syria, “many would not dare vote for anyone but Assad for fear of secret police 

who have kept a close eye on past elections.”
49

 Not only does this speak to situational deterrents, making it 

difficult to get to the polling locations, but it also speaks to personal deterrents, in which voters are watched as 

they vote and intimidated into voting a certain way or not voting at all if voting a certain way meant facing 

retribution.  

The above case in Syria makes it apparent why political processes should be protected, especially from these 

types of deterrents.  The logic, in normal situations, is sound: an administrative change, at the will of the people, 

could make all the difference in a conflict situation.  However, when a Member State is in a conflict situation, 

making elections available to the entire country can be difficult. The violence can deter many voters, or keep 

polling locations limited.  

Post-Voting Protections 

Election Results 

In 2010, following the Egyptian election, protests broke out and many grew restless, claiming that the election 

had been rigged.  Despite the government’s promise that the election would be fair, many complained that a 

request to have election monitors, who both monitor the voting and the counting of votes, was denied.  The few 

permitted to vote were heavily restricted and forbidden to question both voters and officiates.
50

 The civil unrest 

in 2010 turned to revolution in the spring of 2011. Rigging elections often play into disfranchisement, when 

minority votes are “lost,” or pressured to vote against their interests. Though they have the right to vote, it is 

compromised by ensuring candidates supporting their interests do not win by rigging election against their 

favour. 

Things such as rigged elections, false election results, or voter fraud compromise the integrity of the election 

system, and therefore the political process.  Ensuring access to voting is important, but it is also crucial that 

elections be honest and fair in order to properly represent the interests and desires of the population of each 

Member State.  The right to vote means little if the votes are not reflected in election results. 

Governmental Transitions 

Arguably the most delicate of these processes are governmental transitions. It is crucial to protect the election 

process as a whole, but when it comes to transitioning governments, the situation is just as volatile.  The 

transition alone can cause conflict.  Both Egypt and Libya, for example, have experienced difficulty with 

governmental transitions.  In a fair election, a government transition can be the will of the people.  But from 

1969 to 2012, Libya struggled to have peaceful transitions.  Muammar al-Gaddafi was ousted from the 

government in October 2011, and the transition to democracy has been a difficult one.  Armed militias 

continued to cause conflict in Libya over a year after the leader was removed from power. Continued access to 

elections, representation in government, and security under the National Transitional Council have all been 

concerns for the current government in Libya. It has been difficult to get the citizens of Libya to trust their 

government and its institutions, as many still question its legitimacy.
51

   

It is imperative that governmental transitions be smooth, to both ensure the political process is protected in days 

ahead, but also to help ensure peace and security. Many Member States have seen what comes of those 
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transitions that are less than smooth, and how a poor transition can help take a conflict situation from bad to 

worse. Ensuring smooth governmental transitions helps to ensure the political process is protected from 

beginning to end. 

Conclusion 

Voting, elections, and governmental transitions are delicate procedures with influence on the entire populations 

of a Member State, and in times of conflict, can be all the more important to protect.  The Arab Spring in 2011 

is a prime example of how disfranchised, and underrepresented, individuals organize, can shake stability within 

Member States. Disfranchisement and deterring voting have potential to cause further issues, especially when 

added to issues with the elections themselves, such as rigged and falsified election results.  

In order to ensure access to the political process, these are issues that need to be addressed for each Member 

State. For those who have chosen democracy, policy that allows for the citizens of those Member States to fully 

participate in their governments in a way that creates a representative and cohesive government may be a wise 

decision. In doing so, individuals will see themselves represented in the political process, and this may deter 

further civil unrest, protests, and revolutions that cause complete upheaval and instability in Member States. 

There are frameworks in place that give suggestions as to how to further combat these issues, such as the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, though only seven Member States have been signatories.  

These are frameworks that can be examined, and though Member States choose not to ratify those covenants, 

provide examples of how to better protect political processes. To protect these political processes is to help 

ensure peace and security and stability within the LAS. 

Committee Directive 

It will be the directive of this committee to find solutions to protect the political process within the League of 

Arab States, specifically in times of conflict.  Ensuring the political process goes unhindered will aid in the 

assurance of peace and security across Member States. The protection of the political process during times of 

conflict may help to calm civil unrest that can quickly turn into riots and revolution.  How can the League of 

Arab States create more cohesive and representative governments within individual Member States? Is there a 

way to prevent the disfranchisement in women and other minorities while still maintaining the cultural and 

religious representation that exists within Member States? How will security for elections be guaranteed? Can it 

be guaranteed? How can Member States better ensure fair and honest elections? How should elections be 

monitored to ensure both fairness and sovereignty? How can governments better transition between 

administrations? How will Member States help to ensure the legitimacy of their administrations? How will the 

political process be further protected when transitions become difficult and take years to complete? Delegates 

should not only look at situations within their own Member State, but both the LAS and the international 

community as a whole, for answers to these solutions.  Political processes also affect foreign policy, and 

instability and insecurity also has potential to spill across borders, making ensuring this process crucial to the 

region as a whole, so solutions to these questions should be considered on both a domestic and foreign level. 

 

II: Strengthening and Expanding Arab Economies: Encouragement of International 

Trade Relations 

“No one should ever underestimate the resilience and determination of the Arab people or the great 

opportunities that exist in the region. The Arab region possesses important human and material resources. If 

this wealth is mobilized now, both the region and the global economy would benefit." 

- UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon
52

 

Introduction 

From the signing of the Alexandria Protocol on October 7, 1944, establishing and maintaining international and 

intra-regional trade has been a primary focus of the League of Arab States (LAS).
53

 Though Arab free trade 
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agreements have existed and provided preferential tariff duties to participating nations, intra-regional trade has 

remained flat and a trade deficit outside of energy source exports has existed in many Member States.
54

 In 

accordance, instability within the region continues to hinder the economic and social development needed to 

meet worldwide standards for international trade and investment for many Member States, thereby limiting their 

ability to establish or participate in international free trade agreements (FTA).
55

 This has revealed the 

importance of international trade relations in the economic development and stability of the Middle East and 

North African (MENA) region, as the world has become more economically connected over the last half 

century.
56

 Even when faced with the dawn of globalization, intra-regional trade and investment remain as a 

primary focus to encouraging successful financial markets throughout the developing and least developed 

Member States of the LAS.
57

 With the continuous efforts made by the LAS to improve economic ties 

throughout the globe, the exact hindrances to development and economic stability plaguing the MENA region 

have reaffirmed the ultimate goal of Arab economic integration, and provided inspiration for new solutions in 

encouraging international trade relations.
58

 

The Economic Council of the LAS was formed in 1950, with the signing of the Treaty of Joint Defense and 

Economic Cooperation.
59

 Eventually being renamed the Economic and Social Council (ESC) in 1980, it has 

observed, promoted the funding for, and administered efforts in achieving economic and social development 

throughout the LAS.
60

 The ESC additionally supervises the efforts of specialized agencies which have been 

created under the LAS banner; for example, the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD), 

Arab Fund for Assistance to Arab and African Countries, Arab Monetary Fund, the Arab Bank for Economic 

Development in Africa, and a myriad of labor unions and social development councils.
61

 

In 1957, the ESC approved the Agreement on Economic Unity among Member States, creating the Council of 

Arab Economic Unity (CAEU).
 62

 With the signing of the Arab Common Market (ACM), in 1964, the CAEU 

took its first significant step in establishing unified trade liberalization.
63

 It is important to note that Article one 

of the ACM calls for the implementation of fundamental equal human rights necessary for economic 

development, including freedom of movement, exchange, residence, and the right to private ownership.
64

 Even 
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with the implementation of the ACM, the creation of a unified customs union was not yet possible.
65

 Then on 

February 19, 1997, with the adoption of resolution No. 1317, a Greater Arab Free Trade Agreement (GAFTA) 

was created.
66

 This agreement deviated from previous initiatives by providing a framework for progressive 

inclusions of Member States to stress the necessity of the private sector in stimulating economic development 

and integration in the region.
67

 Full exemptions for customs duties have been in effect for Member States 

belonging to GAFTA, as of 2005.
68

 

Current Situation 

Globalization has inspired a degree of controversy due to the social, political, and economic changes which have 

been associated with its onset.
69

 Within the MENA region this has given rise to the misconception that 

globalization represents a western hegemony that seeks to undermine the cultural significance of the Arab 

world.
70

 Global economic integration therefore, has mistakenly been associated with development inequality 

and migration within the region.
71

 These fallacies have done little to silence public outcry for the improved 

standards of living that sustainable development can provide, and the significance of international trade relations 

in achieving this goal.
72

 An abundant supply of natural resources and human capital continues to provide 

Member States with international trade opportunities outside of the LAS, and the means to establishing lasting 

intra-regional trade liberalization.
73

 

European Union (EU) and European Free Trade Association (EFTA) 

The Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) between MENA and the EU represent a crucial economic, 

geographic, and historic link between the two regions.
74

 Beginning in the 1960s, European nations endeavored 

to establish new cooperative economic agreements throughout MENA.
75

 This has continued in the form of trade 

liberalization efforts by the EU and EFTA in establishing bilateral trade agreements with LAS Member States.
76

 

As a part of the Barcelona Process, initiated by the EU in 1995, the establishment of a European Mediterranean 

Free Trade Area was conceived in the pursuit of a unified FTA between MENA and the EU.
 77

 In achieving this 

objective a proposal to encourage intra-regional trade and economic integration between the EU's primary trade 

partners in the Mediterranean was established, specifically Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco.
78

 This 

arrangement was promoted by the European Investment Bank, and expedited under its auspices by the Facility 
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for Euro-Mediterranean Investment and Partnership (FEMIP).
79

 In 2001, the Agreement for Establishing a 

Mediterranean Free Trade Area (Agadir) was written, and in 2007 it was implemented.
80

 In addition, Algeria 

and Lebanon have signed interim bilateral agreements under the framework of Agadir, forming a Euro-

Mediterranean agreement (Euromed).
81

 The EFTA has also established bilateral trade agreements with all 

members of Euromed, excluding Algeria.
82

 In 2009, the EFTA and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) signed 

the EFTA-GCC Free Trade Agreement promoting international trade relations between the EU and MENA 

regions.
83

 This agreement will establish a free trade area between the EFTA and GCC states, and enters into 

force on July 1, 2014.
84

  

United States of America (U.S.) 

The history of international trade between MENA and the U.S. has been largely driven by the oil and natural gas 

wealth within the region, currently representing more than 66% of the world’s reserves.
85

  With the importance 

of diversifying international and intra-regional trade becoming more vital for economic success in the region, 

the U.S. has played a facilitating role in assisting Member States in joining the WTO by promoting the internal 

social and economic reforms necessary for full accession into the body.
86

 Trade and Investment Framework 

Agreements (TIFAs) and Qualifying Industrial Zone agreements (QIZs) between MENA and the U.S. have 

provided a basis to which lasting economic relationships can be cultivated in the form of bilateral FTAs.
87

 One 

such agreement has set precedence and proved to be instrumental as a catalyst for further FTAs between the 

U.S. and MENA, creating immediate and lasting growth in bilateral trade, the Jordan-U.S. Free Trade 

Agreement of 2001 (JUSFTA).
88

 Pursuant to further economic cooperation, in 2003, an initiative was proposed 

by President George W. Bush to create a FTA between the U.S. and Middle East (US-MEFTA).
89

 This initiative 

provided for progressive inclusion of other Member States throughout the MENA region, with a target deadline 

of 2013 for a multi-lateral FTA (US-MENA) with the creation of TIFAs and bilateral FTAs between the U.S. 

and individual nations as a stepping stone.
90

 Though a multi-lateral agreement has not been reached, currently 

the U.S. has FTAs with Bahrain, Jordan, Morocco, and Oman.
91

 These agreements draw an important distinction 

from previous agreements in the region, requiring extensive liberalization of trade and FDI policy reforms.
92

 

The efforts to complete a US-MENA FTA have continued throughout President Barack Obama’s administration 

with the announcement of the MENA Trade and Investment Partnership Initiative (MENA-TIP) in 2011, to 
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promote U.S. trade and investment in Member States.
93

 Presently, trade with MENA represents less than 5% of 

total U.S. trade and 1% of global U.S. FDI, with the Member States belonging to the GCC accounting for a 

majority of U.S. Imports from MENA.
94

 The U.S. continues to maintain its commitment to providing support to 

Member States seeking WTO accession including Lebanon, Algeria, Yemen, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia.
95

 

Russia, India, and China – Future Projected Growth 

Russia, India, and China are poised to become the fastest growing trade partners with MENA over the next three 

decades.
96

 The MENA region has traditionally been dominated by trade with the EU, but projections show that 

the fast emerging economies of these three BRICS nations will experience continued international trade growth 

with Member States in the foreseeable future.
97

  

The Russian Federation has become one of the most significant suppliers of agricultural staples to the MENA 

countries, signaling a trend in which food security in the region will continue to be directly tied to wheat 

production in the Black Sea nations.
98

 Russia’s geopolitical goals within the MENA region also continue to 

strengthen with the formation of joint business councils negotiating future industrial, agricultural, and 

developmental agreements.
99

 This has manifested in recent history with the formation of the Eurasian Customs 

Union (ECU) and its implementation of a Common External Tariff (CET), in 2010.
100

 The willingness of the 

ECU to negotiate free trade agreements with nations emerging from the political aftermath of the Arab Spring 

has strengthened its ties within MENA.
101

 This has bolstered its efforts to forge new FTAs with nations 

belonging to the WTO such as Egypt, as well as nations seeking WTO accession.
102

  

The expanded industrialization of China and India over the last two decades has dramatically increased their 

demand for oil, gas, and natural resources.
103

 Strong economic ties have therefore been forged between the 

nations of the GCC and China and India, but the competition from these two countries in global non-fuel source 

export markets has granted an additional challenge for developing Member States.
104

 Chinese National Oil 

Companies (NOCs) currently have a vested interest in oil and gas projects in Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Syria, 

the UAE and Yemen.
105

 It is also in China’s interests to expand its exports to the MENA region, as their need to 
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establish lasting bilateral trade with Member States grows.
106

 To further this relationship, China has embarked to 

create FTAs with Member States not only in the GCC but throughout MENA to encourage trade and meet their 

demand for consumer goods and services with Chinese exports.
107

 The meteoric rise of India’s economy has 

made them the fifth largest oil consumer in the world, forging a strong link between India and the oil producing 

nations of the GCC, specifically Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
108

 Historically the GCC states and India have had 

preferential trade ties, and a FTA between the GCC and India (India-GCC FTA) is in the bilateral stages 

originating from the signing of its framework in 2004.
109

 Additionally India provides a significant amount of 

labor force to the nations of the GCC, as well as contributing heavily to the expansion of the services sectors 

within MENA in the form of science and technology.
110

 Although China and India present an economic 

challenge for labor abundant Member States, their interests also present the opportunities to forge economic 

connections which can further expand the international and intra-regional import and export markets throughout 

MENA and Asia.
111

 

Intra-Regional Trade and Investment 

The current status of intra-regional trade liberalization efforts encompasses various bilateral agreements, trading 

blocs, and FTAs seeking to realize a unified multi-lateral agreement, a GAFTA.
112

 The primary barriers to intra-

regional trade integration among Member States have evolved with the shifting political, economic, and social 

climates throughout MENA.
113

 Successful implementation of a multi-lateral agreement has been negatively 

affected by tariff and non-tariff barriers (NTBs), as well as a stagnating effort to diversify exports within the 

region which economically separates the developed oil and natural gas producers from the LDCs among 

Member States.
114

 The most significant hurdle for ensuring long term intra-regional is centered upon the varying 

trade and FDI laws within the region, represented by a historical interventionist-redistributive economic model 

which in some Member States has not adapted or changed significantly enough to adequately promote more 

privatization and FDI.
115

 

With intra-regional trade currently accounting for only one tenth of total trade, the preferential tariff duties 

levied to members of GAFTA have not fully realized the potential for intra-regional trade within MENA.
116

 

They have also failed to produce the formation of an all-encompassing free trade area, with tariff levels still 
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being below global medians in certain industries which bear political significance for individual nations.
117

 

Outside of tariff barriers, NTBs present a formidable opposition in the form of conflicting customs regulations 

and quality control standardizations which continue to hinder the economic progress of many nations in the 

region.
118

 This change continues to be centered on economic and governance reforms to promote lower costs 

and an evolving business environment among Member States.
119

 It is estimated that the removal of NTBs could 

create more than 2 million jobs and increase the total trade within MENA by 10 percent.
120

  

Export diversification is significant to any developing nation, but it has garnished a higher level of attention 

within MENA because of the historic and current level of export dependence on natural resources.
121

 The extent 

to which intra-regional trade success is measured has therefore been closely tied to the level of export 

diversification within the region.
122

 This has also drawn attention to the levels at which FTA and bilateral 

agreements between Member States creates new trade within MENA or adversely results in trade diversion, a 

decrease in imports from outside of MENA.
123

 Considering that the status of intra-regional trade is heavily 

concentrated in unskilled manufacturing, education and social reform programs must continue to be developed 

to add value to human capital within the least developed Member States and ensure a sustainable and diverse 

economic future for the entire MENA region.
124

 

The prevalence of state intervention in leading economic, social, and political reform has historically been an 

instrument for change in the MENA region from the dawn of Arab independence following World War II.
125

 

The degree to which this has been illustrated has varied among Member States, but an interventionist-

redistributive economic model has been used to facilitate the economic and infrastructural needs within the 

region.
126

 The emergence of globalization as a force for maximum resource allocation after the Cold War has 

necessitated trade and exchange rate policy reform within MENA to remain competitive in the global 

marketplace.
127

 A shift away from a protectionist economic mindset has accordingly surfaced to allow for FDI, 

entrepreneurship, and investment conditions with the advancement of more privatization among Member 

States.
128

 For the full potential of rising oil and natural gas revenues to affect neighboring resource poor Member 

States, a progressive gaze must be fixed collectively upon a standardization of a privatization model throughout 

MENA.
129

 This will allow for the cumulative wealth of the GCC nations to continue to be a powerful tool for 
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promoting FDI throughout MENA, allowing for vital job creation in developing Member States through the 

financing of small to medium businesses.
130

 

Actions Taken by the United Nations 

The United Nations and the LAS have been working closely together to achieve the Millennium Developmental 

Goals (MDGs) in all Member States.
131

 The need to eradicate extreme poverty, promote gender equality, 

provide universal primary education, and establish global partnerships for development represent a few 

examples of how MDGs are necessary to successfully establishing an environment where international trade 

relations can be cultivated.
132

 To this end, resolution no. 365 was implemented by the LAS at the 19
th

 Arab 

Summit held in March of 2007, calling for an Arab Economic and Social Development Summit to be held 

biannually.
133

 The first summit commenced in Kuwait on January 19, of 2009, signaling a new shift towards 

Arab social and economic integration for all Member States by allowing the private sector and civil society to 

play a crucial role in the development process.
134

 Initiatives were passed to provide the funding for the 

development of small & medium business enterprises, combat the poverty and unemployment which have 

plagued many resource poor Member States, and remove the barriers to private investment which have 

existed.
135

 The state of gender equality, youth empowerment, education, and food and water security were also 

discussed with the commitment of cooperation between governments and civil society organizations being 

promoted extensively.
136

 This collaboration continued into the second summit with the Third Arab Report on the 

achievement of MDGs composed by the LAS, the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

(UN-ESCWA), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) providing a basis to which 

developmental success could be measured.
137

 Projects like the inter-Arab railway and Arab Customs Union were 

revisited, and the Kuwaiti initiative for funding small and medium Arab enterprises was implemented.
138

 The 

third summit was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 2013, where the initial goals of the Economic and Social 

Development summits continued to fuel the proposed initiatives, including achieving the MDGs, promoting 

inter-Arab trade and investment, and creating an Arab Customs Union and Free trade Zone.
139

 With a new era of 

cooperation between Member States and CSOs being evident through the assisted works of the UNDP, UNEP, 

UNESCO, and UNESCWA the economic and social reforms necessary to foster international trade are now 

taking place throughout MENA.
140
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Conclusion 

The LAS has continuously worked, from its inception, to strengthen and expand the economies of all Member 

States by integrating trade throughout MENA.
141

 Through the formation of several intra-regional agreements 

and trading blocs, international trade has been fostered through trade liberalization multilaterally, bilaterally, 

and regionally.
142

 Challenges have also been prevalent throughout the trade liberalization process; illustrated by 

non-transparent governance, high levels of unemployment, a weak private sector, and regional conflicts.
143

 With 

the establishment of a GAFTA, Member States have contributed significantly to achieving the ultimate goal of a 

truly free Arab trade area by promoting fair and standardized tariff duties and encouraging investment.
144

  

Outside of MENA, Member States are engaged in several preferential trade agreements around the globe.
145

 The 

EU currently represents the most significant trading partner with MENA, comprising more than 60% of total 

trade annually for some Member States.
146

 The US has FTA with four Member States, trades heavily with the 

members of the GCC, and supports Member States through the processes of WTO accession.
147

 Russia, India, 

and China are projected to become the fasting growing trading partners with MENA, representing new 

economic opportunities throughout the region.
148

 Additionally, Intra-regional trade has not reached its full 

potential, representing a primary focus for the LAS in strengthening international trade relations.
149

 Member 

States must continue to diversify their export base, improve the living standards of their citizens, provide the 

infrastructure necessary for future trade, and enact the economic and social policy changes necessary to ensure 

their competitiveness in the global marketplace. 

To accelerate the successful implementation of the MDGs throughout MENA, the LAS has taken a progressive 

step in providing a platform for the UN, Member States, and CSOs to work together in changing the economic 

and social landscapes within the region through Arab Economic and Social Development summits. Through this 

medium, the failures of the past have been brought to light, and new solutions to achieving the social and 

economic reforms necessary to encourage international trade have been devised. The goal of a unified Arab 

Customs Union is continuously nearing realization as inter-Arab trade and investment grows, human capital is 

cultivated, and living standards rise throughout MENA. 

Committee Directive 

The directive of this committee is to examine the current state of Arab economies and international trade 

relations, while considering how to further strengthen economic ties intra-regionally and globally. How can new 

trade relations be cultivated without the consequence of trade diversion? How can resource poor and resource 

rich Member States equally benefit from new trade agreements? How can nations with historic natural resource 

specializations, including Member States with an abundant unskilled labor force, diversify their export base? 

How can your Member State encourage economic participation for all citizens, specifically women and youth? 

Delegates should thoroughly examine the history of international trade relations and economic progression 

throughout MENA. This includes attaining a working knowledge of the multi-lateral and bilateral FTAs that are 
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currently in effect, as well as the FTAs that are being pursued. It is paramount for each delegate to remember the 

sovereign nature of their own governance while considering the unique political, social, and economic status of 

each Member State. How can your Member State maintain its cultural and religious heritage, while enacting 

positive economic and social changes? Considering the relevance of infrastructural and social development to 

encouraging international trade, delegates should also consider their Member States current status in achieving 

the MDGs. How can your Member State openly engage dialogue with their citizens, and CSOs, in enacting 

these economic and social changes? 

  



 

Technical Appendix Guide 

 

Topic I: Ensuring Political Processes in Conflict Situations 
 

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. General Assembly. 15 September 1995. 

http://www.un.org/en/events/pastevents/pdfs/Beijing_Declaration_and_Platform_for_Action.pdf 

Though this framework deals specifically with women, the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 

delegates may find this useful for coming up with solutions for involvement for all minorities within their 

Member States. Pages 181 through 209 deals with women in power and decision making, and institutional 

mechanisms for the advancement of women. Delegates may draw inspiration for means of ensuring the political 

process for women, and minorities.  

 

 “Electoral Assistance.” United Nations Department of Political Affairs. 

http://www.un.org/wcm/content/site/undpa/main/issues/elections 

Though Member States may not chose to use the electoral assistance that the United Nations can offer, delegates 

may look towards this body as an example of how to better monitor and protect elections. It also offers links to 

information in peacemaking, and peacebuilding, which can help to protect and ensure the political processes. As 

ensuring these processes is of the upmost importance, delegates will want to find examples of successful means 

of protecting the process from start to finish, and this may be at least a starting place for delegates to find 

examples of those successful protections. 

 

 “Global Issues: Women and Democracy.” United Nations.  

http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/democracy/women.shtml 

While quoted in the background guide for various explanations on democracy, this site gives suggestions for 

effective political participation of women, though the suggestions could also be used for any other group that 

often finds itself disfranchised, or not included from the political process.  For those Member States who seek to 

find better ways of creating a much more open election for its citizens, delegates may draw inspiration from the 

suggestions listed here. It also lists what various Member States, including a few within the LAS, are already 

doing to be more inclusive of women in the political process. 

 

Huntington, Samuel P.. Democracy’s Third Wave. University of Oklahoma Press. 1991. 

http://www.ou.edu/uschina/gries/articles/IntPol/Huntington.91.Demo.3rd.pdf 

Noted political scientist Samuel P. Huntington wrote this essay on the rapid democratization in the early 1990s 

as a result of the fall of the Soviet Union. Huntington writes on things such as the external forces that came 

together to create democracies in places that had previously been under totalitarian control, and why it spread so 

rapidly.  More importantly, delegates should focus on the section called “A Third Reverse Wave?” that talks 

about setbacks to democracy, and governmental transitions within Member States that vote.  If the committee 

can identify and combat the causes of why democracies fail, often things that cause conflict and civil unrest such 

as “severe economic setbacks” and “social and political polarization,” they are more able to protect the political 

processes mentioned within the background guide.  

 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. General Assembly. 23 March 1976. 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx 

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights exists as an international framework for political 

processes for global citizens.  Only seven Member States are signatories to these document, though all Member 

States extend at least women the right to vote. Delegates may want to examine what aspects of this document 

their Member State disagrees with, and perhaps the committee as a whole may come up with a region-wide 

framework for protection of civil and political rights, or use it to understand what is expected as a member of the 

international community.  

 

International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance. International IDEA. http://www.idea.int/ 

International IDEA is an organization that frequently works with the United Nations doing exactly as their name 

suggests, assisting with democracy and electoral assistance.  The IDEA has worked with Egypt and Morocco, 

and currently has initiatives in Tunisia and Jordan, though its efforts are international in scope. Delegates may 

look at what has been done within LAS Member States to create something a regional body similar to the IDEA, 

or to create frameworks that help to do the same kinds of things within the committee’s members. 
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“Middle East and North Africa.” International Foundation for Electoral Systems. 

http://www.ifes.org/Content/Projects/Middle-East-and-North-Africa.aspx 

The IFES is another organization that has done work in LAS Member States within the political process. As 

with other organizations, delegates may use this as examples of how various political processes have been aided 

by a third party. Projects by the International Foundation for Electoral Systems range from assistance with 

women’s leadership to elections support and violence risk assessments. Many examples of how to better protect 

the political process can be found here, and ideas may inspire delegates to better protect those processes within 

their home Member States. 

The United Nations Democracy Fund. United Nations. http://www.un.org/democracyfund/ 

The United Nations Democracy Fund was established to help Member States attempting to democratize, both in 

transition and other phases of the process.  With nearly 500 projects across the international community, the 

UNDEF gives grants to projects aimed at democracy, especially those projects that deal with various aspects of 

the political process.  Included throughout the website is a database of projects in which the UNDF has assisted. 

Delegates in Member States struggling with a transition may use the UNDF as a source in working papers, or 

delegates may use the UNDF’s projects as starting points for ideas for how to better protect political processes 

for women and youth, or other various projects with which UNDF has worked. 

 

Topic II: Strengthening and Expanding Arab Economies: Encouragement of 

International Trade Relations 
 

Alonso-Gamo, Patricia, Annalisa Fedelino, and Sebastian Paris Horvitz, “Globalization and Growth Prospect in 

Arab Countries,” International Monetary Fund, September 1997. 

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/wp97125.pdf 

Although this report was prepared in 1997, its contents still reflect relevant issues to discussing economic 

prosperity and international trade relations in Arab nations. It provides a broad explanation on how globalization 

has progressed throughout history, as well as striking foresight into how the region has adapted to a more global 

economic system. Delegates may find pages 10 - 17 useful in understanding the integration progress made 

before the full enforcement of GAFTA. Pages 29 – 38 are significant because they outline the obstacles to 

integration which existed before the establishment of the MDGs, but more importantly, they still reflect the 

infrastructural and policy reform needs of many LDCs within the LAS.  

 

“Arab Human Development Report 2009: Challenges to Human Security in the Arab Countries.” United 

Nations Development Programme (2009) http://www.arab-hdr.org/publications/other/ahdr/ahdr2009e.pdf 

The Arab Human Development Report is presented by the UNDP, but it is not a direct reflection of the UNDP 

or the United Nations official viewpoint on any of the subjects addressed. It is created based upon two years of 

research by prominent Arab scholars, advisers, leadership figures, and citizens. Within this report, delegates will 

find an extensive discussion on nearly every aspect of human development. Although human security and 

development are a main concern in establishing a stable economic environment, delegates should review pages 

99-118 for specific information concerning economic security. This section may help delegates in better 

understanding some of the economic policies which could be discussed in relation to economic stability, income 

equality, poverty reduction, and the development of human capital. 

 

Behar, Alberto and Caroline Freund, “The Trade Performance of the Middle East and North Africa,” The World 

Bank, July 2011. http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTMENA/Resources/WP53.pdf 

This paper summarizes the trade performance of MENA over a 15 year period. Delegates may find this paper 

useful in visualizing the statistical data to which many of the sources in this guide relate through their synopsis 

of the current economic trends in MENA. There are many documents that provide aggregate trade volumes 

using descriptive analysis and gravity models, but this document represents a comprehensive and readily 

available source. It includes non-petroleum and petroleum exports and imports, including individual data for 16 

Member States. The descriptions explain potential growth in different industries, which will give a more 

detailed picture as to how MENA has not taken full advantage of its opportunities for economic advancement. 

 

Civil Society and Civic Engagement in the Arab States Region. United Nations Development Programme. 2013. 

http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/corporate/results/english/Results-CSO-ArabStates_E-

7Feb2013.pdf 

This report outlines the need for CSOs and civic engagement throughout the Arab States. It outlines the UNDPs 

approach in promoting civic engagement, as well as giving the positive result of its endeavors in the region thus 

far. Delegates will find this document useful in understanding how CSOs can positively affect unemployment 

and poverty in their Member State by supporting human development. 
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Eid, Florence and Fiona Paua. “Foreign Direct Investment in the Arab World: The Changing Investment 

Landscape.” World Economic Forum (2002) 

http://www.weforum.org/pdf/Global_Competitiveness_Reports/Reports/AWCR_2002_2003/FDI.pdf 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has historically represented only a small fraction of the economic growth for 

many Member States of the LAS. With that in mind, the need to encourage FDI has been a major topic of 

discussion. This report gives a brief history of FDI in the Arab World and then concentrates on the 

characteristics of FDI over a 15 year period, 1985-2000 respectively. Delegates may find this report helpful in 

understanding FDI, but more particularly in considering how to encourage FDI within their Member State. A 

large portion of the contents are devoted to promoting FDI and discussing the changing investment climate 

within MENA. 

 

Fuchs, Peter. “Moving Ahead from Doha to Cancun: The WTO Discussions in the Arab Countries”, Friedrich-

Ebert-Stiftung Berlin, September 2003. http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/iez/global/02034.pdf 

This briefing provides an insightful look into the process of WTO accession, and more specifically the obstacles 

facing Member States who seek inclusion. Delegates will find that some of the issues facing Member States in 

2003 are still true to this day, for example the so called “Singapore Issues”. Member States seeking WTO 

accession will find this document helpful. 

 

Gelil, Ibrahim Abdel. “The Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region: Third Progress Report.” 

League of Arab States (2011).  http://css.escwa.org.lb/sdpd/1545/3rd.pdf  

The Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region (SDIAR) emerged from the Ministerial Declaration 

on Sustainable Development in Cairo, 2001. It is considered as a structure for cooperation between developing 

nations, CSOs, and the private sector in achieving sustainable development. This report summarizes the progress 

that has been made by international organizations, committees and initiatives that collaborate to encourage 

sustainable development under SDIARs framework. The action plan for implementing SDIAR was created 

jointly by the United Nations Environment Programme, African Ministerial Conference on the Environment, 

Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment, League of Arab States, and Economic and Social 

Commission for West Africa. Delegates will find a wealth of knowledge pertaining to the progress made 

throughout MENA in achieving sustainable development. This information can be tied directly to their research 

into encouraging economic growth and international trade relations, as the international community is invested 

in the sustainable development of Arab nations. Pages 44-47 are of particular significance to delegates, 

containing information on WTO accession, trade, FDI, and globalization in the Arab region. 

 

“The Millennium Development Goals in the Arab Region 2007: A Youth Lens.” The United Nations and 

League of Arab States. 2007. http://www.escwa.un.org/information/publications/edit/upload/ead-07-3-e.pdf 

This report was prepared by the United Nations agencies operating within MENA, and the League of Arab 

States. It provides a midpoint review between the adoption of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and 

the target deadline of 2015. The eight MDGs are addressed regionally and sub-regionally with a special 

emphasis placed on the issues facing youth ages 15 to 24, which is a rapidly growing demographic in Arab 

nations. Delegates may find this report helpful in formulating ideas to promote job creation, education, intra-

regional cooperation, and the economic and social rights which are necessary for sustained economic growth 

within their Member State. 
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