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Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the Southern Regional Model United Nations XV 111 and to the Economic Commission for Africa My
nameis Gilbert Abraham and | am eager to meet and work with each of you over the next few months. Thisis my
sixth year participating at SRMUN and my third on staff. | am originally from Nigeriaand the son of a former-
Nigerian diplomatic official. | graduated in May 2004 from St. Andrews Presbyterian College in North Carolina
with aBachelor of Artsin Politicsand a Minor in Creative Writing. | currently livein Laurinburg, North Carolina
where | am a World History Teacher and graduate student at the University of North Carolina at Pembroke. Serving
asthe Assistant Director for the UNECA isMorgan Gibson. Though thisisMorgan’sfirst year on staff, she brings
many years of Model UN experience to the committee.

Both Morgan and | are excited about the topics chosen for debate in our committee, and we hope you share the same
enthusasm. Thetopicsfor the UNECA are

l. Enhancing Partnerships through Economic Policies
. Food Security and Sustainable Devel opment
[I. Gender Inequality

All of these topics are focused around the central idea of fostering a culture of peace for international devel opment
in support of the theme for SRMUN XVII1. In order to deal with the great urgency that is upon the international
community, it isimperative to aid the under-devel oped world. Therefore, there must first be a peaceful environment
in which devel opment can occur.

Morgan and | have invested much time and energy writing these topics, which we believe are both interesting and
informative. These guides should serve as a starting point for your research, providing structure for debate and
sources for further reading. While you should consider the topic guides a thorough foundation and introduction to
the topics, they are not intended to provide all the necessary information for productive debate. It iscritical to the
success of the committee that each del egation’ s research extends far beyond the scope of the background guides.

Theresearch you will conduct will help you to build a strong body of knowledge, and enhance your ability to
contribute in committee. Each delegation is expected to submit a position paper. The position paper should employ
and reflect knowledge of your state’ s foreign policy regarding the topics, and should be no more than two pagesin
length. All position papers must be submitted to UNECA@sr mun.org no later than MIDNIGHT EST on
Friday, October 26, 2007. Late and/or improperly formatted position papers will not be eligible for awards. For
further format specifications concerning position papers, please consult the SRMUN website, www.srmun.org.

We hope that SRMUN XVII1 provides you with a memorable and educationa experience in policy making and
diplomacy. If you have any questions or concerns about the conference or our committee, please contact myself,
Morgan or Sarah. Welook forward to meeting each of you and to seeing the wonderful work of the committee.

Gilbert Abraham Morgan Gibson Sarah Donnelly
Director Assistant Director Director-Genera
uneca@srmun.org uneca@srmun.org STmundg@srmun.org




History of the Economic Commission for Africa

The General Assembly noted in resolution 1155 that “regional economic commissions [have] been extremely useful
to the economies of under-devel oped countriesin Asiaand Latin America,” and that Africa should benefit from such
asystem.! Therefore, on April 29, 1958, at the 25th session of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC),
resolution 671A (XXV) was adopted, thus mandating the establishment of the Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA).2 The ECA isone of thefive regional commissions of the United Nations that were created to reinforce the
economic relations among the countries of the region and work in collaboration with outside organizations and
nation-states for the advancement of sub-continental regions.

The success of previous regional commissions, such as the United Nations Economic & Social Commission for Asia
and the South Pacific (ESCAP) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America & the Caribbean
(ECLAC), promulgated the creation of the ECA. During the formative years of the ECLAC, a pioneering method
was devel oped entitled “historical structuralism” that focused on the ways aregion’ sinstitutional legacy and
inherited production structure influences the economic dynamics of that country.* Subsequently, the analysis
continued and eval uations of the behaviors that are generated were measured against those of developed nations® It
was through the successes of the ECLAC in implementing innovative anaysis of devel opment, which led to the
ECOSOC' s creation of sub-regional commissionsthat serve the world.

The ECA reports directly to the ECOSOC and is authorized to support the economic and social devel opment of its
Member States, foster regional integration, and promote international cooperation for Africa’s devel opment.® These
goals are achieved through a pooling of resources and collaboration from several organizations. These organizations
include the African Development Forum (ADF), African Information Society Initiative (AIS]), African Water
Information Clearinghouse (AWICH), the Commission on HIVV/AIDS and Governance in Africa, ECA Science and
Technology Network (ESTNET), Information Technology Center for Africa (ICTA), African Knowledge Networks
Forum (AKNF) and the Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers-Learning Group (PRSP-LG).

The ECA was formed not only with the objective of being active in the economics of Africa, but to be active on
several social fronts. ECA programs such as the Gender and Development Program and the Sustainable
Development program, combined with a focus on enhancing partnerships, communication and knowledge sharing,
and supp70rting sub-regional activities, the ECA helpsfoster social devel opment in which economic policy can
flourish.

A recent application of enhancing partnerships occurred in February 2007 when the ECA and UNDP signed the
“Compact for Collaboration.” The Compact states that, “the two institutions agreed to exploit synergiesarisng
from their mandates and enhance collaboration in a more structured and systematic manner through functional
rationalization, strengthened programme coherence and complementarity; efficiency in programme delivery, and
effective mechanisms of coordination and consultation at national, sub-regional, and regional levels.”® Partnerships
such as these strengthen each organization through the sharing of resources and information, and thus benefiting
Member States directly.

The ECA is structured in six divisions: Economic and Social Policy; Gender and Devel opment; Information for
Devel opment; Sustainable Devel opment; Trade and Regional Integration.” Subsequently, utilizing the mode of the
six divisions, the ECA mohilizes five sub-regiona activitiesto serve their Member States: policy analysis and
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advocacy; enhancing partnerships; technical assistance; communication and knowledge sharing; and supporting sub-
regiond activities.!® With the commission’s headquarters located in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, there are five other sub-
regional offices located in the central, northern, eastern, western and southern regions of Africa.

The current members of the Economic Commission of Africaare: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Republic of Congo, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Céte d'lvoire, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan, Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritius,
Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome-et-Principe, Senegal, Seychelles,
Sierra Leone, Somdlia, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambiaand Zimbabwe.™*

10 .
Ibid.
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|: Enhancing Partner shipsthrough Economic Policies

“Millennium Devel opment Goal Eight: Develop further an open tradition and financial systemthat is rule-based,
predictable and non-discriminatory, includes a commitment to good governance, devel opment and poverty
reduction - nationally and internationally.” *2

I ntroduction

In order for Africato meet the UN Millennium Devel opment Goals by 2015, al countries must make legitimate
steps towards eliminating corruption through increasing transparency and economic partnerships® The Economic
Commission for Africawill address the role that economic partnerships play in reducing corruption and facilitating
tradein Africaand in the process, serve as avehicle for development. A lack of transparency and underdevel oped
partnerships between local and regional economic bodies must improve for the countries of Africato achieve
sustainable devel opment. Core weaknesses of African development remain economic instability and corruption.™

For example, African nations have the potential to excel economically through harnessing their natural resources.
The continent is arguably the wealthiest in the world in natural resources, yet thereis squalor due to underutilization,
poor management and weak infrastructure™® Despite being wealthy in highly desirable raw materials, the lack of
infrastr%cture or the existence of a weak infragtructure in African states will continually fail to produce resultsfor its
people.

Taking a proactive approach to eradicate corruption will yield an opportunity to initiate change for the continent.
Forming aregiona trading block is seen by many as Africa's best chance for promoting sustainable devel opment
and becoming a viable trading partner in the global economy.’” If successful, this change will be evident within all
of the mgjor areas that are plagued by stagnation.

Taking into consideration these principles, Robert Okello noted in his 2005 speech to the ECA that: “stable
monetary and financial systems are fundamental ...if African states are to achieve sustained economic growth.”*® He
went on to say: “Revitalized regional integration offers the most credible strategy for tackling Africa's devel opment
challenges.”™ A better organized and cohesive Africawill allow the continent to rely on its neighbors rather than
the global community. Although the continent faces many challenges, “ collective efforts, with dynamic political
commitment to integration, can help overcome the daunting challenges.”?

Africa’s problems are multifaceted and complicated, however they cannot be addressed unless the i ssues facing
financial and regiona cooperation are addressed first. This guide discusses the enhancing of partnerships through
economic policy by outlining the higtory of the African Economy, Corruption in Africa, Economics & Tradein
Africa, and Regional/ International Partnerships. The historical African economy is centered upon the traditional
market place, and the trandtion out of that market place that took place with the influence of col onization will be
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examined in the context of today’ s problems. With regard to corruption in Africa, a clear scope will be drawn of the
more egregious cases of tyranny and embezzlement that have impacted Africa collectively. The ECA will takea
closelook at Africa’s current Economic and Trade system as well asthe regiona and international partnerships that
have been established. Through out the process, the members of the ECA should begin to identify positive steps
toward sustainabl e devel opment.

History of African Economy

Many African scholars have noted that “for all of human history, the source of success has been the control of
natural resources - land, gold, oil. And Africaisno exception.”* However, with the dawn of the Information Age,
it has become equally critical to have access to communications technol ogies to shareinformation. Thisis
especially important to participate in the global marketplace of today. Understanding the continent’ s former trading
networks can help in devel oping successful economic partnerships of today.

The pre-colonial African trade network stretched throughout central Africa, the Mediterranean region, and into
China?* The Atlantic Save Trade (Middle Passage) declined in the 1820s and prompted an economical shift in
Africa®® New items of trade were devel oped to compensate for the end of the slave trade. Some of the different
items of trade included palm oil, cocoa, sugar cane, rice, timber and gold.?* These items were exported in great
volumes and still are major components of Africa’s modern export trade® At thistimethe, “markets served aslocal
exchange points or nodes, and trade was the vascular system unifying all of Africa.”?® Market places were a chief
form of communication and allowed for the intermingling of many cultures.

Commerce was successful and Africawas prosperous and mostly independent, until the “ Scramble for Africa’ in the
late 19" Century. The“Scramble for Africa’ was the European empires’ aggressive struggle for domination of the
continent. Colonization can be defined as an extension of political and economic control over an area by a state
whose national s have occupied the area and usually possess organizationa or technological superiority over the
native population.?” Thisiswhat occurred throughout the African continent during from the late 19" to early 20™
centuries.

The outside presence of the colonialists introduced more efficient tools to be used with already existing ingtitutions -
both good and bad.® For example, in pre-colonia Africanatives gathered under atree or at the village market
square and debated an issue until they reached a consensus?® Subsequently, when colonialists arrived they made
significant changesto the native way of life — particularly government. They built “parliament,” which meansa
“place to talk” and called it democracy.® Prior to the colonist’s arrival each tribe and regional group had their own
method of governance and then they were imposed with western style of government. These western styles of
governance and economics replaced the continents former trading networks. The early accomplishments of Africa’s
tribal groups are important to note, because rectifying much of Africa’s problems will involve resurrecting its
legacy. Thislegacy that is grounded in democratic principles and free trade but not necessarily the western version
of these terms which may not have been conducive for the nations within the Africa.

Under colonial rule, African nations had little opportunity for development, asthe primary focus for the colonists
was to create the maximum financial gain for their home nations. Therefore, as the colonists exited Africa through
out the mid-20™ century there was little infrastructure to support the economic systems that had been active for the
past fifty years. For example, Ghanain 1951 was the largest exporter of cocoa in the world but did not have asingle
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cocoa-processing factory in the country.® This economic relationship allowed Europe to maintain economic control
over the continent and prohibited the opportunity for long-term economic devel opment.

In the 1950s African nations began fighting back against their colonia oppressors and many won their freedom. At
thistime many freedom fighters and revolutionaries emerged. These individuals were gifted in fighting and leading
revolts but were not equipped to deal with the aftermath of independence. With Africafree of its colonizers,
intellects, economists, administrators, lawyers, and the like were needed to rebuild Africa. However, these types of
people were not present. Africa’ s economic status could be substantially different had qualified professionals
played arolein post-colonization. The lack of trained experts from the 1950s to the present in Africa’s economic
sustainability has had adverse effects on the future of several African nations.

Corruption in Africa

According to the World Bank, more than onetrillion dollars have been paid in bribes each year across the globe. *
For Africa, corruption costs the region more than $148 hillion dollars each year, increasing the cost of goods by as
much as 20 percent. This also prevents governments from using these funds for investments toward meeting the
Millennium Development Goal's and thus, contributes to the lack of development throughout the continent.®

Several cases of corruption have occurred in Africain recent decades. Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire (now the
Democratic Republic of Congo) accumulated over $12 billion in debt on behaf of his country and diverted the
public funds to his personal accounts during the mid-1980s* Subsequently his personal assets reached $4 billion.®
In the same era, the apartheid regime of South Africa borrowed funds from several private banks and used the
moni%s6 to finance the military and police in executing the regime’ s opponents, with no intention of repaying the
funds.

Despite the fact that many African countries have made great strides against corruption and better governance, these
notable examples have created a lasting impression on donors and foreign direct investors.®” Understandably, these
potential investors are primarily interested in transparent and stable economies. Investors and businesses find it
difficult to perform business in an economically volatile environment and often loose money doing so. Foreign
Direct Investment drastically hel ps devel oping nations by fueling the local economy with more jobs and
opportunities. Thistype of investment helpsto jump start the devel opment process and often leads to a quicker
building of critical infrastructure such as paved roads and telephone lines. Therefore, if a country provesto have
corrupt practices, or is perceived that way by the international community, it is missing out on potential investment
opportunities.

Countries that have an array of resources many times find it difficult to find the most productive meansto cultivate
their economy, and thus can prove difficult to foster economic responsibility and transparency. Several African
nations serve as an example, such as Nigeria, Sierra Leone and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Their very
wealth in resources seems almost to work against them because mineral wealth provides opportunities for paliticians
and government officials to take bribes, kickbacks, and generally enrich themselves with funds that could be
developing the countries. Many African states find themsel ves susceptible to bribery and monetary gifts due to the
collective extreme poverty seen throughout much of the continent. Those seeking to keep resources cheap or
monopolize a product often devote finances to promulgate conflict. In SierraLeone, a country that isvastly rich in
natural resources like diamonds and lush agriculture, civil war has gripped the country over those very resources.

As an example, an investor may pay Sierra Leone rebd fighters or liberation fightersto battle the government and
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protect the diamonds that earn them money abroad, and pay the government also to do the same. Thisin-turn keeps
the resources cheap and forces those that own resources (the inhabitants of the sate) from profiting from the
resources.® This also damages the devel opment process because the financial profiteers of these deals acquire
personal wealth although some of them may be employees of the state, the monies do not profit the nation.

The head of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Antonio Maria Costa said investors should
stop exploiting Africa'srich resources, polluting its environment, undermining therule of law and fuelling conflict
through corrupt practices.® Historically, resourcesin Africa have benefited the former colonial powers, or investors
that originate from the colonizers. Costais pointing out that although Africaisrich in resources, those resources
have not been a benefit to the people of Africa. For examplein Nigeria, large amounts of monies have been
recovered from corruption thanks to the UNODC.*® The UNODC partnered with the Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission of Nigeria - in a$30 million project - to work against effects of corruption.*

Transparency and Strategic Planning

Transparency is theidea that the moreinformation that is disclosed about an economic activity the better.*? Itis
common belief amongst economists that transparency is one of the most effective methods of regulation.”* Many
economists assert that the Asian economic crisis of the late 1990s would not have been as severe, or even occurred,
had Asian economic organizations made more available their data about their financial condition.** Africahasa
severe lack of transparency, with several states missing billionsof U.S. dollars. There have been several attemptsto
make Africa more accountable for its mismanagement of monies. Organizations as well as states do not want to
have economic partnerships where there is no accountability, because of the possibility of losing monetarily.

For example, in 2002, then current British Prime Minister Tony Blair launched the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (EITI).* Under theregulations of thisinitiative, countriesrich in mineralsand oil, as well
as the companies extracting the resources, would have to publicly publish payments received and made.*® Currently,
14 of 23 oil-producing countries in Africa are members of the EITI.*” According to Mary M'mukindia, an
independent Kenyan analyst for the oil industry, there are three steps of compliancein order for EITI to function:

“First: governments should *‘want to have' atransparency model. Second: extractive companies
should be keen. In thisregard, governments can implement laws which force companies to
comply. Third: Civil society organizations (CSO) should be involved. They represent the people
who arethereal owners of the resources.”*®

M'mukindiainsigts that for CSOsto be effective ‘*they need to be brought up to speed with international standards
and ... understand ... what happens on the markets in Europe and America.”*® The success of these programsiis
complex in regards to Africa because of therole of corruption and the approach of the methodology. While Western
ideology may be applied in African states, but the economic policy and intent of organizations must be tailored to fit
each state and their people.

With regard to natural resources, other countries and regions have had success, although there may be fewer
resources for the state or region to benefit from. In 2006, oil and gas revenues accounted for three percent of
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Dubai's gross domestic product (GDP), which is 46 hillion US dollars® It isanticipated that Dubai’s oil reserves
will be depleted within 20 years, however the economy is booming thanks to the promotion of tourism and the
positioning of the country as a shoppers paradise.® African natural resources are generally perceived to be a
blessing, however, instead of being exploited for the benefit of the people.®® Africa’s mineral resources have been
so mismanaged and plundered that they are now the source of its misery.>® For example, although Hong Kong is
described as a“barren rock,” the people have made a success of it financially.>* Hong Kong has legitimized itself as
atechnologically savvy state, despite its deteriorating environment and lack of resources, the nation thrives.”® States
and regionslike Dubai have redlized that oil isafiniteresource, and have diversified their economies® Thisis
important to note, and hasinitiated some criticsto assert that Africa would be better off with out its wealth of natural
resources, because collectively the states have not been in a position to capitalize on their wealth. African nations
have not been able to make such economically savvy decisions, due to colonization, corruption and overall poor
economic planning. Generally nations within Africa have not made economic decisions or progressive planning in
the 20" and 21% century which isamajor point of concern in the continent’s current state and future.

Economic Sovereignty

A combination of factors has made the ability of devel oping countries to make decisions about their own
development plan and economic future difficult. These factors compel devel oping countries to adopt specific
development drategies rather than giving them the freedom to try a different approach that may suit their unique
characteristics or make decisions based on empirical evidence that has been proven to be effective.

One of the major pieces of interest that directly affect economic devel opment and regional support is economic
sovereignty. Economic sovereignty may be interpreted in two ways: supporters assert that economic and financial
disciplineisnecessary, and that constraints should be tied to monetary aids or loans. The argument also holds that
many devel oping countries lack the bureaucratic capacity or are corrupt, and without outside requirementsin place,
the money may be siphoned off for personal use or be used inefficiently due to mismanagement. According to the
ideology, it is perceived that the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and international bodies such asthe
World Trade Organization (WTO) and the G8, have encroached on devel oping countries economic sovereignty and
hold dominant influence over the economic affairs of the countries to which they lend money. Thisviewpoint
remains heavily debated within theinternational community. Despite their flaws, the International Financial
Ingtitutions (1FIs) have alowed devel oping countries oportunties that would not have been possible without this type
of monetary, policy and programmatic support.

It isimportant to note, that the purpose of the IMF and World Bank remain different. The IMF ischarged with the
promote international monetary cooperation and cooperative monetary policy.®” Thisisan outgrowth of the
currency crises of the 1930s and part the monetary era known as Bretton Woods. In addition, as an outgrowth of
war-torn Europe after World War 11, the mission of the World Bank remainsto fight poverty with passion and
professi onalism for lasting results.®®

Development Successesin Economic Partnerships

The Grameen Bank
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Economic Reconciliation

In order for economic partnerships to take hold there also must be a reconciliation process. There have been many
efforts by way of organizations and ingtitutions devel oped, however atrue healing process has not taken place
amongst African states and trading partners. The forgiveness of debt, especially odious debt, would be the main
issue in economic reconciliation. If thiswere to occur nations could spend their resources for the benefit of their
people and utilize fundsinstead of pay them away.

Debt that is considered odious occurs when atyrannical power that isin power of a nation gains a debt againg the
interest of the state it serves.®® Once the debt is acquired and the regime that acquired the debt is gone, the new
regimeis not responsible for repaying it, and the populations of the state are not responsible for the debt. ® The debt
is considered the personal obligation of the power that has incurred it." Presently, the debt not under the protection
of thisideology is the burden of the populace and is considered odious or evil. However, as one side argues for
repayment and accountability, the opposition isfor total debt forgiveness. Many ethical questions have been raised,
whether debt that is considered odious be forgiven. What various groups or persons should be held accountable?
Who would govern this? Moreover supporters argue that if anation and its people are ignorant of the debt and do
not benefit from it than they should not be held accountable for it. Debt remains a barrier to strengthening economic
partnerships and devel opment.

Regional Integration and Partnerships

Regional integration of trade and resourcesis vital for the stability of stateswithin Africa. There are several
examples of regiona cooperation and partnerships. A few examples include the Southern and Eastern Africa
Mineral Centre (SEAMIC), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), and the New Partnership
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). All of thelisted organizationswork in collaboration with the UNECA, and
work collectively for the betterment of the continent.

The Southern and Eastern Africa Mineral Centre (SEAMIC) is an independent regional centre of knowledge and
information for southern and eastern Africa® It was established in 1977, under the umbrella of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA).®® SEAMIC offersits services through its two departments namely:
Geo-information Services and Laboratory Services.** SEAMIC provides the following services which include:
Training, Analytical Services, Mineral Applications, Grading and Certification, Research and Devel opment, and
Geo-information.®®

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) replaced the former Preferential Trade Area (PTA),
which existed since 1981.°° COMESA was established as an organization of free independent sovereign states that
have agreed to co-operatein devel oping their natural and human resources for the good of all their people® Its
main focus is on the formation of alarge economic and trading unit that is capable of overcoming some of the
barriers that are faced by individual states.®®

New Partnership for Africa s Development (NEPAD) is designed to address the current challenges facing the
African continent.%® Issues such as the escalating poverty levels, underdevel opment and the continued
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marginalization of Africa, needed anew radical intervention, spearheaded by African leaders, to develop a new
vision that would guarantee Africa’ s Renewal. NEPAD’s primary objectives are to eradicate poverty; to place
African countries, both individually and collectively, on a path of sustainable growth and devel opment; to halt the
marginalization of Africain the globalization process and enhanceitsfull and beneficial integration into the global
economy; and to accel erate the empowerment of women ”°

These are just three of the many organizations working towards sustainability amongst the nations in Africawhose
memberships are comprised of multiple states. Economic integration from aregional standpoint and through
partnerships will involve organizations like these. Therefore, a pooling of resources of these organizations, as well
as proper coordination and communication between these groups is necessary to better aid the African people. The
UNECA currently serves as the conduit for communication and collaboration amongst the other UN organizations.
Although collaborative efforts as well as communication is used how can the system be improved and where do
non-governmental organizations fit in?

Conclusion

At the midway point between their adoption in 2000 and the 2015 target date for achieving the Millennium
Development Goals, sub-Saharan Africaisnot on track to achieve any of the Goals. Although there have been
major gainsin several areas, and the Goals remain achievabl e in most African nations, even the best governed
countries on the continent have not been able to make sufficient progressin reducing extreme poverty in its many
forms.”* Therefore the continent’s future looks bleak. Without harnessing debt and corruption, and addressing the
legacy of colonization, African nationswill continueto struggle to develop. Success has been seen in promoting
transparency through regional and international economic partnerships. In order for most African statesto truly
become financially successful it is going to take change not only in the affected nations, but aso from the
international community to promote successful and lasting economic policies.

Committee Directive

In your research it isimportant to note the Pan-African movement, and the potential economic implications of
viewing Africaas one nation. Also, what would the economic implications be if there was limited Western
involvement in Africa? How could the states rebuild themseves and facilitate their own infrastructure, utilizing
there own resources and using own method of governance: “Unless we put our act together... and start pooling our
resources together, we will never, ever prosper from any aid from any source outside Africa.” ? What changes will
need to be made internally and externally? Regionally and from a continental approach what are the ramifications
of aunified and economically progressive Africa? Also, within the UNECA how effective are theregional offices?
Do they meet the needs of their congtituents? Overall, in what ways can new economic partnerships be devel oped to
end conflict, harness resources and create sound economic policies?

II: Food Security and Sustainable Development

I ntroduction

The necessity of solving the problems of food security and sustainability is perhaps best expressed through
Millennium Development Goal one, which seeks to reduce by half hunger and extreme poverty by 2015.”
Callectively the eight Millennium Devel opment Goal s seek to reduce poverty by attacking the chief causes and
factors. Theinternational community has a keen understanding that these issues directly impact one another.
Furthermore, efforts to address these issues must be jointly crafted and implemented, or progress will stagnate.
Understanding these important principles, the global leadersthat crafted the Millennium Devel opment Goals placed
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issues of hunger and food security at thetop of their list of goals by design. They understood that until the basic
needs of an individual are met, al other wants become secondary.

In order to fully understand the steps needed to reach a sustainable supply of food, it is necessary to define food
security. Although the history of the phrase “food security” has shifted over time, the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations currently presents the following as a comprehensive definition of food
security: “Food security exists when all people, at al times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient,
safe and nutritious food which meetstheir dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life.” ™

Conversaly, “food insecurity exists when people do not have adequate physical, social or economic access to food as
defined above.”” According to a 2006 report from the FAO, 33 percent of peoplein sub-Saharan Africaare
undernourished.” That number represents nearly 500 million individuals who lack the access to basic nutrition. In
the short-term, this may affect an individua’s ability to focus or ¥he may feel week. However in thelong-term,

lack of access to on€' s basic nutritional needs can affect mental and physical devel opment, cause various forms of
disease, such as scurvy and permanently impact the body’ s immune system, thus making theindividual more
susceptible to infectious disease.

Additionaly, it isimportant to remember that temporary food security does little for the devel opment of African
economies. As stated by K. Y. Amoako, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,
“sustainahility is a direct function of ingtitutional development, human and physical capital accumulation aswell as
productivity.””’ Essentially, Mr. Amoako is remarking on the necessity of developing sustainable means of
producing and distributing food to meet the nourishment needs of the African populous. If food security is a fleeting
accomplishment in Africa, economic success will be just asfleeting. It isnecessary to provide meansfor
sustainability through building partnerships, communication and technology sharing, and supporting sub-regional
activities within Africa.”® These sustainable devel opments must not come at the expense of the environment.
Because of growing population rates in sub-Saharan Africa and shifting climate patterns, it isimperative to conserve
abundant natural resources and protect those resources that are scarce.

With the help of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and its subsidiary bodies, Africa can reach the
ultimate state of economic sovereignty by first meeting and sustaining the food needs of its people. However,
complicated and far-reaching obstacles lay in the way of obtaining sustainable food security.

The Agriculture Sector

Agriculture “ contributes to the livelihoods of the majority of the population [of Africa]” - between 40 and 90 percent
according to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in 2004.” Even considering theimpact of agriculture at
the lowest percentage, that till means 40 percent of Africans depend on agriculture. For our purposes, the
agriculture sectors of Africa can be viewed in two main groups: subsistence farming and export crops. Subsistence
farmsaretypically located in rural, impoverished areas. The crops from subsistence farms arerarely grown to sell
but, if taken to market, are not often profitable. The key distinction of subsistence farmsisthat their crops are used
to provide the basic food needs for the people who farm the land and for the people of that community. Conversaly,
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the export crop farmer’s main goal isto raise crops to sell on awide market.*® Whether exporting nationally or
internationally, the export cropper faces a different set of challenges than the subsistence farmer.

While both subsistence and export crop farmers are plagued by a lack of government subsidies, underdevel oped or
total lack of infrastructure, and antiquated technology, export croppers must also deal with external issues. On the
global market, already established agricultural powerhouses makeit very difficult for new, smaller scale farmsto
break into the market.®" Because of this unintentional bias towards countries with very large agriculture sectors,
market accessis ahuge barrier for small-scale export croppers. High tariffs on commodities being shipped within
Africaand to foreign ports also inhibit market access to small export farms. Perhaps most importantly, the
economic divide between devel oped countries and | esser-devel oped countries continuesto widen. This divide can
potentially increase in such asway that the lesser devel oped nations of Africa, especially those in sub-Saharan
Africa, could sink deeper into economic depression as a result of market inaccessihility.

Obstaclesto Obtaining Sustainable Food Security

The nations of Africa suffer from serious problems, which directly correlate to each other. It isimpossible to isolate
specific problems because they are intertwined. Addressing the problems that lead to food security remain critical to
more deftly navigate the road to sustainable food security. The obstacles to reaching food security generate from a
wide range of natural, social and economic issues.®?

Firg, Africafaces anumber of natural inadequacies or naturally occurring circumstances that put nations at a
disadvantage. Natural inadequacies such aslack of arable land, decreased soil fertility, water scarcity, and natural
disasters such as drought and flood are present in Africaand at least one form of these natural issues occur in each
of the member state of the ECA.2* Because of these occurrences, countries face the particularly difficult task of
mastering a problem that is not man-made. Although these inequitabl e problems pose threats to the livelihoods of
farmers and the general health of Africans, many of these aready existing inadequaci es have been exacerbated by
mismanagement of vital resources such asland and water.®* This mismanagement is due in many cases to lack of
access to or mistrust of new technologies® Inadequately protecting or conserving scarce natural resources is
especially dangerous when considering the vast population growth expected in sub-Saharan Africa, the current high
fertility rates in women,® and gradual climate change’s “serious socia and economic impact.”®’

Many scientific and technological advances are expensive and ultimately inaccessible to many farmers, namely
those subsistence farmersliving in impoverished rural areas® Many subsistence farmers are uneducated and raise
their crops based on methods passed down through generations which are now outdated. When technol ogy does
reach these farmers, some arereluctant to change the way they raise their crops because of cultural beliefs.

Although the ECA does recognize the cultura rights of these farmers, it isimportant to emphasize the potential good
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new technologies can dlot to rural farmer. New technologies do not mean that these rural farmers are buying
computers and digitizing their crop output. Technologies disseminated to these farmersinclude new irrigation
systems which help conserve water and new crop rotation patterns which allow for maximum usage of scarce land
resources. However, it is sometimes difficult for these subsistence farmersto gain access to these new technol ogies
because of the lack of disposable income to purchase new materials and poor infrastructure in many African nations.
Lack of infrastructure manifestsitself in the form of poor or nonexistent roads, lack of or inconsistent electricity,
and poor or nonexistent alternate modes of transportation such asrailroads or air transportation. These conditions
also affect export farmers who benefit from more advanced technol ogies like machinery and other itemsthat often
entail expensiveinitia investment. Because these machine technol ogies are often imported from different countries,
poor infrastructure drives the cost of technology even higher.

Thetoall of civil strife and corrupt governance is particularly staggering as both breed and thrive off of instability and
confusion. These conditions fare worst for furthering sound infrastructure to promote sustainability of food security
aswdll as sustainable market trade. Market accessibility remainsthe largest problem for the growing agriculture
and aquaculture sectors of the African market.®® Significantly breaking into the international market proves difficult
for anumber of reasons including regional export subsidies, international tariffs and competition with the policies
and markets of developed countries.”®

Another aspect of the difficulties in gaining African food security is best worded by Josué Dioné of the ECA Food
and Sugtainable Development Division: “Actionsin the above areas will hardly yield tangible long-term impact on
poverty and food insecurity if the central issue of the very survival and the preservation of the human capital of the
poor...In thisregard, the HIV/AIDS pandemic probably constitutes the greatest threat to food security and poverty
aleviation in Africa”® Specifically in countries located in sub-Saharan Africa, thetoll on human capital doneis
astounding. According to a 2006 report by UNAIDS, “2.1 million AIDS deathsin sub-Saharan Africarepresent 72
percent of global AIDS deaths.”%

Clearly, the chalenges facing African are large and often abstract in nature. The path to securing and sustaining
food for the people of Africawill not prove easy, but by understanding the economic and international aspects of
food insecurity, the international community can understand how best to aid Africain itstime of need.

Information and Technology Sharing in Agriculture and Food Sciences

In statements made to the ECA in 2003, “[PJriority should be placed on at least five domains. human resources
development; increased investments, establishment of appraopriate ingtitutions; formulation and adoption of
appropriate policies; and inter-country cooperation and partnerships within and outside Africa”% Asan aide to both
export and subsistence farms, addressing the preceding five issues could prove invaluable to Africa’ s ability to gain
food security and alleviate poverty rates while doing so. As stated by Dr. George Ayittey, “the key to economic
growth in Africaisinvestment, both domestic and foreign.”®* Finding investors within Africa and abroad to invest
in new technol ogies and the spread of those technol ogies would certainly accel erate the progress to African food
security. Especialy rural subsistence farmers who often provide food for whole villages could benefit greatly from
invested money or subsidies from the government to learn new technologies. However, because of the dire
situations involving AIDS, population growth, corrupt governance, and the instability bred by those situations,
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investors are unwilling to give their money because they lack confidence in private investors have been wary of
investing in public works projects in countries experiencing civil strife, corrupt governance, or mismanagement of
natural resources or funds.

Although distribution and funding efforts to bring new technologies is a challenge in some countries, there are many
benefits to implementing new strategies, especially in irrigation technology and water and land management.

Conclusion

Through the Economic Commission for Africa, the United Nations provides numerous resources to Member States
directly concerning food security and sustainable development. Directly under the ECA is a sub-programme which
was created specifically for addressing the issues of food security and sustainable devel opment - The Food Security
and Sustainable Development Division (FSSDD).*® Using the ECA’ s resources, combined with the greater network
of UN organization, African states have a better opportunity to address the challenges of food security and
promoting devel opment.

Committee Directive

Although solving food security is amultifaceted solution and requires serious thought and research, do not become
overwhelmed. Africa presentsa specia and intricate challenge which requirestime, thoughtful problem solving,
and preparedness. In order to prepare for discussion of food security and sustainable devel opment, it is necessary to
understand the preliminary concepts of food security, sustainable devel opment, the present food security situation in
the delegate’ s own country. Documents such as The African Green Revolution, documents from the Commission
for Sustainable Devel opment’ s 4™ meeting (CSD-4) in 2005, as well as documents found on the ECA’s website will
prove to be invaluable during your research.

[11: Gender Inequality

“ ...equality between women and men isjugt, fair and right - it isa worthy goal in and of itself, one that lies at the
heart of human devel opment and human rights.”
UNDP Agenda, Women's Empower ment™

I ntroduction

The disadvantageous status of women has serious implications for the well-being of society asawhole” Asone of
the causes of underdevel opment, gender inequality is closely linked to poverty, overpopulation, illiteracy,
malnutrition and disease.®® This makes gender of particular interest to African nations because sustainability
therefore hinges on gender equality.

Gender discrimination and inequality is tolerated asaresult of cultura practices and has been condoned by many
African governments. The UN’s goal isto help end this social disparity.” Although African states have made
several advancementsin the treatment of women, issues surrounding gender inequality still remain unresolved.
Many social and economic norms prohibit women from advancing in many African societies. Some normsin
African culture and religion have been practiced for centuries, thus making change difficult and in many case
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unwanted. Examples of thisinclude the issue of matriarchal v. patriarchal societies, Shariah Law, and female
genital mutilation.

Utilizing regional bodies, such asthe UNECA, to deal with the issue of gender equality brings hope for devel opment
and change. Gender mainstreaming is the United Nations Devel opment Programme’ s (UNDP) corporate strategy on
gender.’® The ECA'’s has devel oped a gender mainstreaming initiative as a strategy for making women’s as well as
men’ s concerns and experiences an integral dimension of the policies and programsin all political, economic and
societal spheres® Thehopeisthat both women and men benefit equally, and inequality is not perpetuated.’®

Some of the viewsin respect to gender equality are viewed through alens of Western ideology and culture. Itisthe
focus of this committee to examine gender issues objectively from an internationa perspective, and specifically asit
pertainsto Africa. The global interpretation of gender equality is very different from what may be perceived as the
Western world view. Therefore the perspective on gender equality needs to be viewed upon from an objective
vantage point and from the international perspective. To that end, this topic examines gender issues specific to the
member states of the ECA and work towards tail oring solutions specific to African nations.

Matriarchal and Patriarchal Societies

Africahas along-ganding tradition of both male and femaleleadership. Although, the societies within the continent
are currently predominantly patriarchal, they all share matriarchal roots. Theseroots are evident throughout the
continent in present day African societies: “We consequently find that maternity is viewed as sacred in the
traditions of all African societies. Andin al of them, the earth’ s fertility is traditionally linked to women’ s maternal
powers. Hence the centrality of women as producers, providers and the reverence in which they areheld. These are
factors of ancient African matriarchal systems, residues of which can till be traced, if sought, even in the most
patriarchal African societies today.”'%

The respect for women correlates directly to the woman’s position in African society as provider and producer.**
Additionaly, child birth is viewed as a maternal power, subsequently women are considered divine in many African
cultures.’® Women are revered in African culture because of therole that they serve in their societies as nurturer
and cresator, this respect also carries with it political power and sway. The consensus among most anthropol ogists
and sociologistsis that a strictly matriarchal society never existed.!® Although there were several Queens and
Chieftains, particularly in Egypt, Southern, and West Africa, thereisno conclusive evidence of a completely
matriarchal society in Africa, or the world for that matter.’”” Historically, either asa daughter or wife, women were
considered legally dependent on afather figure or husband, even in cultures where custom granted liberty of
behavior.'®® Regionally, Africahashad a unique history in itsmatriarchal and patriarchal leadership. North, East,
West, and South Africa have all had predominant mal e leadership.

5,500 years ago the patriarchy in Northern Africarose and women maintained positions of power with in the
community, athough therewas a cultural shift in gender dominance.’® Women were recognized in Ancient
Egyptian societies as embodying an identity and power originating from the female.*® It was a power
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acknowledged and respected by men, which resided in the female and could be claimed by all women.™* In Nubian,
aswell as Ancient Sudanese and Southern Egyptian Cultures, ceramic images honor the priestess-queens saving
their countries from foreign invaders.™? Northern Africa boasts several accounts of female |eadership with thereign
of the several Cleopatra's, Nefertiti, Nefertari, and Hatshepsut of Egypt and Makeda the Queen of Sheba
(Ethiopia).**®* In regardsto East Africaclans, age-sets and age grades formed the basis of government and women
were not prevalent in leadership roles. In West Africathere were accounts of queens succeeding queens, and female
religious leadersin present day Togo, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guineaand Senegal .***

Regionaly, Africahashad a variation of leaders both male and female. Currently, Africaisled by maleleadership
with the exception of Liberia, who isled by president, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf who won presidential electionsin
2005."° She serves as the only head of statein Africa, which otherwise is patriarch dominated continent.

Female Genital Mutilation

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) or Female Genital Cutting (FGC), is openly practiced in East Africa when young
girlsreach puberty.™® Female genital mutilation (FGM) also known as female circumcision involves removal of the
external female genitalia™’ The historical reasons as to why this practice occurs vary amongst societies, as FGM is
administered for cultural, religious, and other non-therapeutic reasons**® There are four common forms of which
FGM occur:

Type | includes the excision of the prepuce, with or without excision of part or all of the clitoris;
Typell - excision of the clitoriswith partia or total excision of the labia minora;

Typelll - excision of part or al of the external genitalia and stitching/narrowing of the vaginal opening
(infibulation);

and Type IV - pricking, piercing or incising of the clitoris and/or labia; stretching of the clitoris and/or
labia; cauterization by burning of the clitoris and surrounding tissue. **°

It isimportant

Thereisno exact data on the prevalence of FGM in Africa, however it is clear that the majority of the cases take
place in North and East Africa specifically in Egypt and Sudan.**® The most prevalent form of female genital
mutilation is excision of the clitoris and the labiaminora, responsible for 80 percent of all cases.™® Long-term
consequences include cysts and abscesses, keloid scar formation, damage to the urethraresulting in urinary
incontinence, dyspareunia (painful sexual intercourse) and sexual dysfunction and difficulties with childbirth.'?

In cultures where FGM is an accepted norm, it is practiced by followers of all religious beliefs aswell as animists
and non believers. FGM isusually performed by atraditiona practitioner with crude instruments and without
anesthetic. Among the more affluent in society it may be performed in ahealth carefacility by qualified health
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personnel. FGM may be performed on infants from a few days old, to female children and adol escents, and mature

women.*?

Thereasons given by families for having FGM performed include psychosexual, sociological, hygiene and aesthetic,
religious, and myths*** The psychosexual reasons encompass elimination of the sensitive tissue of the outer
genitaiain order to attenuate sexual desire in the female and increase male sexua pleasure.™® Sociological reasons
include identification with the cultural heritage, initiation of girlsinto womanhood.*®® In regards to the hygiene and
aesthetic reasons the external female genitaliaare considered dirty and unsightly and are to be removed to promote
hygiene and provide aesthetic appeal .’ The myths and religious reasons are that thereis a believed enhancement of
fertility and promotion of child survival. Some Muslim communities believe that FGM is demanded by the ISlamic
faith, though the practice predates Isam.*®

Thereasons why FGM is practiced isimportant to note because this reveal s how the status of women is viewed in
cultures that practice FGM. FGM isa very dangerous problem and it should be addressed because it is a procedure
that creates a plethora of health problems, both mental and physical. The more severe physical ramifications of this
procedure are the formation of cysts and abscesses, damage to the urethraresulting in urinary incontinence, painful
sexual intercourse, complications during childbirth hemorrhage, urine retention, which all have the potential to cause
death.

The practice of FGM limits the ability of Africato have an equitable society for the genders. In addition to the
physical complicationsthat FGM inflicts upon women, the social implications of this practice are demeaning and
damaging. Sugainahility in the continent of Africais unswervingly linked to gender equality. One group of the
population cannot suffer a demeaning and painful procedure at the expense of another. The second class citizen
status of women in African allows for this brutal act to occur, raising not only issues surrounding gender but human
rightsaswell. Young girls and women are subjected to a painful procedure, against their will, that is not justifiable
for any reason whether they be cultural, religious or societal.

Islam and Sharia Law

Idlam isof particular interest to Africabecausein at least 13 states ISlam isthereligion of 90 percent of the nation’s
population.’”® Today, Islam ismost prevalent in northern and western Africa.*® In Nigeria, the most popul ous
nation ir}s,lb\fricawith 64 million people, 50 percent of the state shares the Idamic faith, many of which are

women.

The Islamic faith has a universal body of law entitled Sharia Law, one of the oldest forms of human law. The Quran
isthe sacred holy book of thereligion of ISam. Sharia Law is derived from the Quran and literally means "path," or
"path to water," and covers all aspects of life, ranging from relations of the sexes, ethics and every day life.*
Sharialaw has multiple interpretations, but generally gender inequality is apparent in the law.™*® There are cultural
and religious factors that are preventing women from gaining equal statusin different sects of the Idamic faith.
Muslims consider obedience to the Shariato be a crucial religious duty. Historically, however, there has been no
unanimity on what the Sharia consists of or on how to defineit.*** The term Sharia has meant different thingsto
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different peoplein different countries, and even within one country it has meant different things over the
centuries.™® Five separate schools of Sharia developed after the death of the Prophet Mohammed.** Four in the
Sunni tradition and one in the Shiite tradition, Mudimsin different geographical regionsfavored different Sharia
schools.™” The two major tribes are the Sunni and Shiite these two groups interpreted the treatment of women from
the Quran differently and derived their version of Sharia Law.*® Thisisimportant to note because the treatment of
women varies with the interpretation of the Quran.

North Africa, which is Shiite Mudlim, prefers the Maliki doctrine version of Sharia law, where the law of the Quran
is viewed not metaphorically but literally.™®® The Shiite groupsin Africainterpret female circumcision or Female
Genital Mutilation (FGM) to be acceptable.*® Commonly quoted from the Quran is verse 4:34, which asserts that
“men have authority over women because Allah has made the one superior to the other, and because they spend their
wealth to maintain them. Good women are obedient.” It is debatable to the extent women are discriminated against
inall Muslim societies but it ishowever an issue in Africawhere FGM is openly practiced and women are generally
in submissiveroles to men in most facets of society. Also important to note is the social demeaning of women and
the lack of female political figuresin African Muslim societies. Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan became the first women
to head amodern Mudlim gate, although this does not occur in Africait isessential to note because she was el ected
to an Islamic state and it exemplifies the possibilities of that occurring in Africa* Theintertwining of faith and the
traditiona role of women makesit difficult to promote gender equality while still remaining culturally sensitive.

Lack of Development

The effect of gender inequality asit pertainsto the lack of devel opment is substantial because as women improve
their positionsin African societies they are simultaneoudly strengthening African society as well as enhancing the
continent's broader devel opment prospects.*** Although |eadership abilities are prevalent in Africathereisagreat
lack of training for women.'** One of the pivotal stepsin African development involves advancing the position of
women in Africa. By strengthening the capacities and skills of women and girls, and expanding their opportunities,
women will fully develop their leadership roles*  SoukeynaBa of Senegal stated that “If you want to develop
Africa, you must devel op the leadership of African women.” Thisreality becomes clearly evident because 80
percent of women work in the agricultural 1abor force and serve as 47 percent of the total agricultural labor force. ™
Conversdly, labor for female farmers presents a dilemma as many men have left rural economies in search of better
monetary opportunities. Theresult isthat women have lost access to malehdp on farms. Additionally, the
socioeconomic and physical conditions in which most women live and work in many African states is deteriorating.
The deterioration persists because of economic and social decline, wars and conflict, and the spread of AIDS*
Women make up the majority of the poor and the illiterate in both urban and rural areasin Africa™*’ Subsequently,
many youl%g women between the ages of 15 and 25 have been pushed into sex work and face therisk of HIV/AIDS
infection.

The Spread of AIDS & Violence and discrimination against women and girls
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The spread of AIDS affects gender inequality very acutely because violence and discrimination against women and
girlsis fuding Africa’s AIDS crisis.*® Among the many misdeeds perpetrated against women is violence:
“Violence againg women and girls makes a hideous imprint on every continent, country and culture, it isathresat to
all women, and should be unacceptable to all humankind.”**® According to Humans Rights Watch, “African
governments must make gender equality a central part of national AIDS programsif they areto succeed in fighting
the epidemic.”*** AIDS and human ri ghts violations against women are linked because girls face sexual abuse and
violence, inside and outside of school.*? Thisisall exacerbated by the second class status that women have,
subsequently this makes them vulnerable to violence and unsafe sex.*** The human rights abuses against women
allow for them to contract diseases and viruses. Thisis explicably linked to the governments ahility to enforce the
rule of law, and not social norms which openly discriminate against women. While African governments' response
to HIV/AIDS among women and girls is slow, statesinability to protect women and girls from such abusesis
fueling the AIDS epidemicin Africa®™* Consequently, women and girls represent 58 percent of people living with
HIV in sub-Saharan Africa’* And in some countries, women and girls are seven times more likely to be HIV
positive than their male counterparts. **°

The UN and ECA'’s Role and Initiatives

Within the modality of gender and social devel opment liesthe African Center for Gender and Devel opment
(ACGD).™®" The ACGD is one of many groups working towards an equitable status of the genders within the ECA.
The objective of the ACGD isto inform and influence the content, as well as the direction of economic and social
development within Africa, with a view to making development more gender-responsive.”*® Asa sub-group within
the ECA, the ACGD seeksto attain gender equitability in Africain a plethora of ways. Outlined methods
implemented by the ACGD are to cooperate with African and non-African non-governmental organizations (NGOs),
which include atraining workshop on mainstreaming gender in programs of international cooperation for
development.™ Implementing a consultative workshop between the ECA, MOI University School of Medicine and
Baleares University based partnerships for capacity building in gender and health.**°

The expected accomplishments of the ACGD areto gain a greater awareness and commitment from decision-makers
and national expertsin regards to the recognition of the economic value of women's contributions.*®> ACGD aso
aims to strengthen national gender machineriesto promote gender policies, aswell as evaluate Member States based
on the various tools devel oped by ECA/ACGD to monitor the status of women in Africa and measure the impact of
gender mainstreaming.’®?

Africahas not solved its crisisasit pertainsto its trestment of women. However, there have been advancements that
cannot be overlooked. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), which was adopted in 1979 by the UN General Assemblyis an organization specifically created to fight
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discrimination against women.*®® The preamble and the 30 articles of CEDAW are described as an international bill
of rights for women, defining discrimination against women and outlining an agenda of national action to end
discrimination against women.***

Discrimination againg women according to CEDAW is defined as:

“...any digtinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which hasthe effect or
purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, irrespective
of their marital status, on abasis of equality of men and women, of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field.”*®®

States that join membership with the convention commit to end discrimination agains women in all
forms.*®® These nations bind themselves to incorporate the principle of equality of men and women in their
legal system, and abolish all discriminatory laws.**” They also agree to establish tribunals and other public
ingtitutions to ensure the effective protection of women against discrimination, and they must ensure the
elimination of all acts of discrimination against women by persons, organizations or enterprises.'®

Presently, there are 185 countries which are members of the CEDAW, which is over ninety percent of the members
of the United Nations™®® Besides being bound to keep the provisions of the CEDAW convention nations are bound
to submit national reports, at least every four years.*® In South Africa’sfirss CEDAW report then current-President
Nelson Mandela affirmed that “...freedom will not be fully attained unless women have been truly emancipated and
empowered in all spheres of life.”*™* The government of Zimbabwe became a member state to CEDAW in 1991, in
their report they outlined advancements | egid ative measures taken in the equitabl e distribution of matrimonial
property, the removal of sex discrimination in public political life, and employment.*”

Additionally the African Union (AU) collectively signed a Solemn Declaration on Gender Equality in Africa, which
isimportant because their decision on gender parity is a historic achievement that does not yet exist in any other
continent or regional organizations*”® The AU committed to continue the expansion and accelerate efforts to
promote gender equality at all levels, determined to build on already achieved progress in addressing issues of major
concern to the women of Africa'™

Conclusion

Regarding the issue of gender inequality, fiscal and employment opportunities are not yet avail able to many African
women. The state of gender inequality in many African nations hinders social solidarity. In Africathere are
multiple reasons for the lack of gender equality, many of which areregional, and cultural. Through partnerships and
specialized regional bodies that understand the cultures, much can be done to eradicate gender inequality. Itis
imperative that the ECA combat the quandary of gender inequality from aregionally and culuturally specific
vantage point to combat gender discrimination in all of itsforms.
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Committee Directive

Although violence againg women was briefly discussed in the guide it would behoove delegates to further research
and analyze the atrocities of all formsaimed at specific genders. The international community has spoken against
violence against woman, and Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stated that the impunity for violence againg women —
for too long tolerated under the cover of cultural practices and silently condoned by governments— must end, and
the United Nations must spearhead the effort to eliminate the pandemic.'™® Subsequently, the ECA’sroleisto
support governments effortsin designing and implementing gender-responsive policies and programs that will
combat atrocities aimed at women.”® So begin to examine how the ECA can come up with constructive policies
that support gender equality while addressing culturally sensitive issues such as safe sex, FGM, the Idlam faith, and
other “social norms.”
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