Dear Delegates,

Welcome to Southern Regional Model United Nations Conference XV1 and to the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). My name is Ana West, and it is my privilege to serve as the Director of UNDP this year. This
is my fourth year at SRMUN and my second on staff. | served as the Assistant Director for UNAIDS for SRMUN
XV. Currently | am attending graduate school, pursuing a master’s degree in International Relations/Diplomacy
with concentrations in International Organizations and Global Health at the John C. Whitehead School of
Diplomacy at Seton Hall University. The Assistant Director for the UNDP is Debra Orock. Debra is originally
from Cameroon in West Africa and is currently attending Queens University in Charlotte, North Carolina, pursuing
her bachelor’s degree with a major in International Relations and Political Science and a minor in International
Business. This is Debra’s first year with the SRMUN staff.

For SRMUN XVI, the UNDP will be discussing the following topics:

I. The Effect of HIV/AIDS on Development
Il. The Importance of the Participation of Women in Politics to Ensure Demaocratic Governance
I1l. Rural Poverty Knowledgebase

The UNDP is the UN’s global development network. Its purpose is to advocate for changes in developing nations
by connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. The UNDP is
present in 166 countries, working with states to ensure solutions to global and national development challenges.
Furthermore, the UNDP helps developing countries attract and use aid effectively. In all its activities, the UNDP
encourages the protection of human rights and the empowerment of women.

This background guide provides an introduction to the topics to be discussed. Please keep in mind, however, that
the background does not provide a comprehensive examination of the topic or of the work of the UNDP, but is
merely an introduction; further research is needed to fully comprehend the work of this committee. The background
guide is a tool to facilitate further research.

Each delegation is required to submit a position paper. It should be no longer than two pages in length (single
spaced, Times New Roman font—please see www.srmun.org for format specifics) and should convey your
country’s policies and recommendations for all three topics. A copy should be sent to Laura Merrell
(ddg@srmun.org) no later than 11:59 pm on October 29", 2005. Please refer often to the website
(www.srmun.org) for updates and announcements.

Debra and I look forward to working with all of you in your preparations for the conference and meeting you in
November. If you have any questions and/or concerns, please feel free to contact either Debra or me. We wish you
the best in your preparations for SRMUN XVI. Good luck and we will see you in November.

Ana West Debra Orock Laura Merrell
Director Assistant Director Deputy Director General

undp@srmun.org undp@srmun.org ddg@srmun.or



History of the United Nations Development Programme

"The new century is not going to be new at all if we offer only charity, that palliative to satisfy the conscience
and keep the same old system of haves and have-nots quietly contained."

Following the end of World War |1, there was a tremendous emphasis on assisting nations to fully develop. The
recently created United Nations responded to requests for assistance by developing nations by sending experts to
provide technological assistance. At the first session of the General Assembly in 1946, authorization was given to
continue the work of the League of Nations on non-political functions such as in economic and social areas.” The
General Assembly in 1948 created a special technical assistance program to serve in an advisory capacity for social
welfare services.® It was called the “regular technical assistance programme” to indicate the United Nations level of
commitment towards development.* The program’s effectiveness was limited due to its small budget. ® Developing
nations requested the creation of a program that would provide financial assistance towards development despite
opposition by developed nations to such a program.® Following United States President Harry Truman’s inaugural
address that supported a program of technical assistance to underdeveloped nations, there was a shift in support by
developed nations.’

Once the United States agreed to become a donor, other nations joined in providing financial support allowing the
creation of the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance (EPTA). Created by ECOSOC® and the General
Assembly,® EPTA became fully operational in July 1950. EPTA coordination was assigned to a Technical
Assistance Board (TAB). Even with its relatively small budget, EPTA was a significant step toward promoting
development world wide.’® Furthermore, it was the first multilateral development program completely financed by
voluntary assistance.”* The EPTA mandate covered a larger range of activities than the former Technical Assistance
Programme, including economic planning; public administration; education and training; agriculture including
fisheries, forestry and livestock; public health; transport and communications; and civil aviation.*?

To facilitate coordination between both agencies, a merger was proposed. Since both TAB/EPTA and the United
Nations Special Fund (which focused on investments) goals were very similar, a merger was unavoidable, especially
considering their close relationship and the fact that they shared common facilities.”® In January 1, 1966 following
the adoption of resolution 2029 by the General Assembly the United Development Programme (UNDP) was created
to continue with the goal of promoting development to allow people to improve their quality of life."*

The UNDP’s global development network is deployed in 166 countries, supporting each nation in their own
development challenges, providing expertise, experience and resources in a varied number of areas with the aid of
strategic partners. In 2000, UNDP formed the Bureau for Resources and Strategic Partnership to manage and foster
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the relationship with donors, civil societies, international financial organizations, regional development banks,
private sector, and the UN system.™

The UNDP is the United Nations largest provider of grants for sustainable human development throughout the world
and is actively involved in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). World leaders adopted the
Millennium Developments Goals at the Millennium Summit in September 2000. The objective of the MDGs are to
“eliminate extreme poverty and hunger; achieving universal primary education; promoting gender equality and
empowering women; reducing child mortality; improving maternal health; combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
diseases; and ensuring environmental sustainability,” utilizing a set of objectives that must be met by the year 2015.
Some of these objectives are to decrease by 50% the number of individuals that are paid less than a dollar a day,
implement basic primary education, eradicate education gender discrimination and considerably reduce child
mortality rates while increasing maternal health.'®

One of the most important and often mentioned works of the UNDP is the Human Development Reports (HDRS).
These reports which were initiated in 1990 include crucial data on development indicators on a nation by nation
basis. It ranks nations on issues such as literacy, life expectancy, women’s rights and per capita income. The HDRs
is an independent report that is commissioned by the UNDP and is created by a team of experts, the report is
translated into more than twelve languages and used in more than one hundred nations every year.”” HDRs are used
by every body of the UN to determine the needs, progress or regress of every nation in the defined areas of the
report.

The UNDP’s main goals are to facilitate global and national efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals,
especially the world aspiration to reduce current poverty levels by 2015. The UNDP helps nations on five focus
areas: Democratic Governance, Poverty Reduction, Crisis Prevention and Recovery, Energy and Environment and
HIV/AIDS.*®

Thirty-six member states form the UNDP Executive Board. These representatives from developed and developing
nations serve on a revolving basis, and five regional groups are represented through the Bureau. The objective of
the Executive Board is to ensure that the organization is receptive to the developing needs of programme countries.*®

The current member states of the UNDP Executive Board are: AUSTRALIA, BELARUS, BOTSWANA,
CAMEROON, CAPE VERDE, CHINA, REPUBLIC of the CONGO, CUBA, DENMARK, EL SALVADOR,
ERITREA, GAMBIA, GERMANY, GUATEMALA, GUYANA, INDIA, INDONESIA, IRAN (ISLAMIC
REPUBLIC OF), ITALY, JAPAN, KAZAKHSTAN, NETHERLANDS, NEPAL, NORWAY, POLAND,
PORTUGAL, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, TUNISIA, TURKEY, UGANDA,
UKRAINE, UNITED STATES and URUGUAY.?°
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I. The Effect of HIV/AIDS on Development

“The spread of HIV/AIDS can be partly attributed to the failure of development; and it will increasingly
contribute to that failure.”?

History

It has been more then twenty—five years since the first case of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) was
discovered. It is estimated that 39.4 million people are currently living with the virus.?? Since HIV/AIDS was first
recognized, more than 20 million people have died.?® On average 90% of these infections take place in less
developed countries, where the disease has contributed to a decrease in life expectancy.?* According to the Joint
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, life expectancy in some Sub-Saharan countries has been cut in half over
the last twenty-five years.”® Average life expectancy has declined by more than 20 years in some of the worst-
affected countries.® By the year 2010, it is expected that in some countries such as Swaziland and Zimbabwe life
expectancy will hover around 30 years old.?” According to the United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF), “AIDS is
the worst catastrophe to ever hit the world.”?® The disease damages the ability of Least Developed Countries
(LDCs) to prosper. Any advances that have been made in the past due to the work of Non Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and regional organizations are being reversed by a dangerous combination of HIVV/AIDS,
conflict and poverty. The economic growth rate of Sub-Saharan Africa has decreased approximately 4% due to
AIDS; antzjgthe productivity of its work force has decreased by 50% in countries with the highest levels of

infection.

The spread of HIV/AIDS itself is a sign of the inability of nations to promote a more equal and prosperous society
for everyone. The contribution of developed nations to this problem has often been attributed to low levels of aid,
unequal trade opportunities and high interests in loans; while less developed countries contribution to the failure is
often attributed to high levels of corruption and the inability of promoting and sustaining good governance.*
HIV/AIDS has a destructive impact on the lives and the livelihoods of millions of people worldwide. Most of the
initiatives to combat the disease have focused on finding a medical solution while failing to address the additional
social and political problems that exacerbate HIV/AIDS. The socio-economic and political consequences of the
disease are growing. It is safe to state that HI\VV/AIDS compounded with poverty and conflict is the driving forces
behind thgllack or destruction of basic services, creating a situation where development is impossible to achieve or
maintain.

HIV/AIDS affects social stability by undermining political leadership and depleting institutional memory which is
wisdom, expertise and intellectual knowledge passed from one generation to the next.*> HIV/AIDS has the potential
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to affect a person’s ability to pursue a stable life which in turn may lead to a lack of confidence in the state’s ability
to protect its citizens, causing an impact on state economy, discouraging social order and ultimately leading to
government instability. Governments have a mandate to promote economic stability and provide its citizens with
basic needs, which HIV/AIDS undermines, causing political instability. Once the government is unable to provide
its citizens with basic needs the effect is a complete disintegration of its infrastructure that ultimately may lead to the
collapse of the government; such was the case in Russia in 1917.%

The United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) primary goal is to create and promote solutions to address
global and national developmental issues. They have identified AIDS as the most serious developmental barrier in
the world.>* To address the issue UNDP advocates developing nations to identify and place HIV/AIDS at the center
of national policies and fiscal planning.*® Further, HIV/AIDS is a global problem; national efforts alone are not
sufficient to address the issue.*® UNDP promotes cooperation at the global level to offer resources, technical
knowledge and practices that have been successful in other nations.*’

The UNDP is represented in each county by a Resident Representative that serves as the coordinator of development
activities for the United Nations system to ensure the effective use of all the UN resources in the region. These
regional representatives have the task of promoting programs necessary to their region and also to ensure the
adequate delivery of aid and technology. The regional representative is an expert of the needs and infrastructure of
their region assisting in the formulation of programs that are adequate and sustainable.*®

Impact on the Labor Market and Economies

The impact of HIVV/AIDS on the labor market and economics is far reaching. The HIV/AIDS pandemic interacts
with sustainable human development in three ways: it negates the gains from development; patterns of development
can contribute to the spread of HIV/AIDS and aggravate its consequences; and lessons from what works in
sustainable human development can facilitate the creation of responses to the pandemic.*

HIV/AIDS has a negative impact on household income and levels of expenditure, production and savings. In Asia
and Africa, in some estimates, 75% of family income may be lost due to AIDS.*® According to estimates when the
prevalence of HIV/AIDS reaches 8 percent, where it is today for 13 African countries, the cost in terms of economic
growth is estimated at about 1 percent per year.** This loss affects the ability and motivation to keep children in
school, care for the elderly and severely threatens food security.” Therefore, an AIDS bottleneck effect on labor
supply affects productivity and optimization of capital engagement. Production is then reduced absolutely due to the
fall in the amount of workers and relatively due to diminishing returns to capital.

The impact of HIVV/AIDS is predominant in developing nations that were already experiencing a shortage of skilled
labor; furthermore it has reduced productivity at the national level. The high death rate in some nations has created
a delay in the pace at which new skilled labors can be trained to replace those who have died. The consequence in
the short term is that the loss of skilled and non-skilled labor is devastating training programs, morale on the job,
relationship between management and workers and has raised questions relating to the rights of workers to be
treated fairly regardless of their health status.

* Terence Bell and Richard Bellamy. Cambridge history of twentieth-century political thought. London; New York: Cambridge
University Press. 2003.
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Unlike other diseases, HIV/AIDS affects people in their most productive years (15 to 49 years of age) disrupting key
sectors of the economy such as mining, transportation, agriculture and education.** According to the Heidelberg
World Bank report “The real economic threat of Aids is its potential to kill young adults, by doing that, it prevents
the transfer of human capital from one generation to another.”* Unless the young workers who are becoming
infected receive treatment, they are expected to become ill and die within 10 years.”® The HIV/AIDS pandemic also
has labor and production implications not only in terms of sheer numbers but also in terms of the structure of the
working population. The age pyramid will narrow causing a smaller pool of experienced and skilled workers.*
Higher mortality will also cause more attrition rates, imposing additional costs on producers through higher medical
and death-related benefits and higher training costs associated with the replacement of staff.*’

The most visible fiscal consequences of HIV/AIDS include increased spending on prevention, care and treatment.*®
Further, as economic growth declines, the domestic tax base weakens and domestic revenues fall.** HIV/AIDS also
erodes public services as mortality rates for civil servants rise, and it drives up government spending even in areas
not directly related to combating HIV/AIDS.*®

Impact on Communities

The growing number of HIV/AIDS orphans that are unsupervised, poorly clothed, underfed, uneducated and are
traumatized by the loss of their parents and uncertain about their futures have a tremendously destabilizing effect on
local communities and will continue to do so in the future. These orphans demand resources and money to properly
clothe and feed, even in the best of circumstances. In the worst, as is reality in many cities, they are left completely
abandoned, relying on acts of charity by others or violence to survive. In addition, the psychological repercussions
on the individual and community, caused by grief, hopelessness, fear and lack of control have a damaging effect on
the individual’s ability to respond to the pandemic.>

Due to these factors, many communities around the globe are working together with NGOs to support HIVV/AIDS
victims and their families. Several of these NGOs and community based organizations have created and
implemented innovative grass roots programs that are addressing all the factors that have made HIV/AIDS so
detrimental not only in the health level but in the socio-economic level as well.

Grass roots campaigns have found that human rights issues, poverty and women’s issues are closely associated with
the HIVV/AIDS pandemic. These campaigns are therefore advocating changes in inheritance laws so that widows can
inherit their hushands’ property to support their families and are implementing programs to generate income
opportunities for women who were forced into prostitution due to the lack of employment. In addition, they
implement programs to provide basic needs such as health care and education, since all these issues when combined
helped reduce the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS.>

Actions taken by the UN

In the early years of the HIV/AIDS Pandemic the World Health Organization (WHQ) was assigned as the main UN
agency responsible for addressing the AIDS problem and was essential in assisting countries in the creation of
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national AIDS programs.®® However, with the continued spread of the disease and its catastrophic affect worldwide
it become clear that a greater UN effort was necessary.”

The unique problem of HIV/AIDS lead to the groundbreaking approach for the UN of combining the efforts of six
UN agencies, UNICEF, UNDP, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), WHO and the World Bank to create the Joint United Nations Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) in 1996.% In 1999 the United Nations International Drug Programme (UNDCP) also joined
the consortium of UN agencies.® UNAIDS emphasized the need for a concentrated and focused effort on the fight
against AIDS.>” UNAIDS serves as the leading advocate for global action against HIV/AIDS with a mandate to
guide, strengthen and support worldwide efforts against HIVV/AIDS. The focus is on preventing the spread of HIV;
providing care and support for those infected and affected by the disease; reducing the vulnerability of individuals
and communities to HIV/AIDS; and easing the socioeconomic and human impact of the epidemic.”®

Much of UNAIDS work is done at the country level in developing countries functioning through the locally based
staff of the seven agencies that were joined to form UNAIDS. Meeting as the host country’s United Nations Theme
Group on HIV/AIDS, representatives of the cosponsoring organizations share information and plan and monitor
coordinated action among themselves and with other partners. They also decide on joint financing of major AIDS
activities that can support the country’s government and other national partners.*®

In July, 2000, the United Nations Security Council passed landmark Resolution 1308, recognizing the potential
threat of AIDS on stability and security. In this important resolution, the Security Council recognized that
HIV/AIDS is exacerbated by conditions of violence and instability which increases the risk of exposure to the
disease through large movements of people, widespread uncertainty over conditions, and reduced access to medical
care.* In 2001, the first UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS was held in which it further
recognized that AIDS was a force so devastating that it threatened global security.

Actions taken by the UNDP

On September 8", 2000, the member states of the United Nations signed the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), among which they pledged to combat HIV//AIDS, malaria and other diseases by the year 2015.> UNDP is
the leading advocate in helping nations integrate to MDGs into their national developmental policies. The objective
is to create policies in a nation by nation approach that will fit the realities of each nation, strengthening the national
development strategies and policies, to further facilitate the incorporation of these policies into the national budget
and policy makers’ agendas.®

Part of the UNDP’s efforts to fulfill the MDGs is the implementation of the “Africa 2015 plan which was created in
January of 2004. The program’s objective is to promote the participation of celebrities, media, writers, intellectuals
and religious and political leaders to curtail HIV/AIDS in Africa.® Similar programs are planned in other regions,
such as the Arab States 2015, Asia and the Pacific 2015, Europe and the CIS 2015, and Latin America and the
Caribbean 2015.%

The UNDP has also created an Early Warning Rapid Response System (EWRRS) program to address the HIV/AIDS
situation since experience has shown the importance of responding to HIV/AIDS as soon as it is identified before
becoming uncontrollable. In the area of HIV/AIDS, early warnings are mostly conceived within a health model.
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The UNDP system explains the identification and analysis of such early warning signals, which can offer much
earlier alerts than those found within a health model. Development signals for HIVV/AIDS requires crosscutting
interpretation, thus EWRRS needs to be set-up with close collaboration between the AIDS authorities and other
relevant sectors at a country level *®

Conclusion

The UNDP focuses on integrating programs at the country and regional level to assist developing nations in creating
programs that will address not only the issue of HIV/AIDS but also the developmental issues that are caused or
exacerbated by the disease. The only way to tackle the developmental problems of nations is by attending to all the
factors that are contributing to the HIVV/AIDS pandemic. Without this attention, the developmental and economic
damage caused by a full-blown HIV/AIDS epidemic can assume catastrophic proportions over the long run, and
threaten the social fabric itself.

Good governance puts citizens first and is indispensable for building peaceful, prosperous, sustainable, and
democratic societies. Ultimately, by pursuing innovative systems approaches will put have the affect of putting
citizens at the center of policy. Sustainable development combined with HIV/AIDS strategies at international,
regional, national and local levels must be fully integrated in the decision making of all involved entities.

Committee Directive

Member states must work together to create programs that will fully address the pressing factors that are having an
impact on the spread of HIV/AIDS and development, especially the relationship between the HIV/AIDS pandemic
and sustainable human development. In addition, delegates must remember that HIV/AIDS is not only an issue in
developing nations and that programs that have been used in developed nations will not always work in developing
nations, but also a partnership should be applied to strengthen the global fight against HIV/AIDS and developmental
problems. Delegates should focus their energies on the impacts on economies and labor markets. It is essential for
delegates to create innovative and original solutions to the issue of HIV/AIDS and development. Solutions can be
divided into both short-term and long-term terms.

After careful and detailed research delegates should have full knowledge of their nation’s positions, involvement,
programs concerning the issue and its regional alliances, trade partners and aid donors. Additionally, delegates
should be able to answer the following questions — What has been the impact, if any, of HIVV/AIDS on development
in their nation and/or region? Has your nation implemented any programs to combat HIV/AIDS and its impact on
development? Which programs have been successful or not? Could these programs be implemented in other
nations? What is the long term outcome expected of such programs? Who is responsible for supporting these
programs? Do developed nations have a moral responsibility to provide assistance to developing nations? What is
the global cost of such a pandemic?

1. The Importance of the Participation of Women in Politics to Ensure Democratic
Governance

History

Since the end of World War I, the United Nations mission has been to spread the ideals of democracy and human
rights throughout the world. Democratic governance advances the protection of human rights. Democracy involves
three essential rights: The right to take part in government; the right to vote and to be elected; and the right to equal
access to public service.®® The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that the will of the people shall be the
basis of the authority of government.®” At the Millennium Summit in September of 2000, the world’s leaders
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resolved to “spare no effort to promote democracy and strengthen the rule of law, as well as respect for all
internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms.”® The challenge of promoting democratic
governance has been to develop institutions and processes that are more responsive to the needs of ordinary citizens,
including women.®® This has clearly been the center of all women’s struggles. Women are widely underrepresented
in governments worldwide, and their voting rights were acquired well after men and the electoral process for of
women is still a taboo subject for some cultures. The UNDP helps countries strengthen their electoral and
legislative systems, improve access to justice and public administration and develop a greater capacity to deliver
basic services to those most in need.”

Since ancient time, women in general have had very little participation within political arenas. There are a few
notable exceptions, however. In ancient Greece, the birthplace of democracy, some women were openly active in
politics.”* This participation continued in various countries at various times during history. During the age of
enlightenment, the discussion of women’s equality coincided with the emergence of rational and idealist thought.
During this time Mary Wollstonecraft published Vindication of the Rights of Women in 1792, arguing in favor of a
social order based on reason and free of superstition and prejudice.”

During this period of intellectual enlightenment and the rebirth of democracy in the newly created United States of
America, France and Great Britain, there was also a rebirth in the disenfranchisement of women. Women continued
to be viewed as second-class citizens whose existence was limited to the interior life of the home and care of the
children. They were considered subordinates of either their fathers or their husbands, and after marriage, they did
not have the right to own property, maintain their wages, or sign a contract, much less vote.

Around Mid to late 1880s, women’s suffrage movements worldwide were set in motion. Suffrage means the civil
right to vote. In 1848, the first Women’s Rights Convention was organized in Seneca Falls, New York in the United
States. Using the United State’s Declaration of Independence as their guide, the Convention brought a great deal of
attention to the subordinate status of women and led to propositions and recommendations for change.” Women in
many countries during the 19" century were involved in highly organized suffrage movements. These movements
resulted in the Wyoming Territory of the United States becoming the first modern polity where suffrage was
extended to women in 1869.” This success was followed in 1893 by New Zealand which was the first country to
introduce universal suffrage, followed over the years by most of the world’s countries.”

A number of other international instruments reflect the principal concerns underlying democratic governance
including the right of people to freely determine their political status. The right of all elements of society to
participate in the promotion and protection of human rights are complete with guidelines that popular political
methodology for ensuring such freedom and their essence is clear. Also, the political process in a country must be
an atmosphere characterized by the absence of intimidation to encourage participation. Finally, there must be the
presence and respect of a wide range of fundamental human rights. This means that all men and women should have
a voice in decision-making whether directly or through legitimate intermediate institutions that represent their
interests. Equal participation of women in political life plays a very important role in the general process of the
advancement of women. Their input in the decision-making process is not only a simple demand for justice but can
also be seen as a necessary condition for women’s interests to be taken into account. Without the active
participation of women and the incorporation of women’s perspective at all levels of decision-making, the goals of
equality, development and peace cannot be achieved.”
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The Universal Declaration on Democracy urges governments and parliaments throughout the world to be guided by
its contents. The opening section of the Declaration entitled “The Principle of Democracy” that “the achievement of
democracy presupposes a genuine partnership between men and women in the conduct of the affairs of society in
which they work in equality and complementarities, drawing mutual enrichment from their differences.””” In 1992,
in Yaoundé, Cameroon, the International Parliamentary Union (IPU) Council stated: “The concept of democracy
will only assume true and dynamic significance when political policies and national legislation are decided upon
jointly by men and women with equitable regard for the interests and aptitude of both halves of the population.”™

[UNCG1]
Challenges

Although gender equality is a legally recognized right in the constitution of many countries, women are largely
underrepresented at most levels of government worldwide. They are particularly underrepresented in ministerial
and other executive bodies and have made little progress in attaining political power in the legislative branch.
Parents in most societies are willing to invest more in a male than a female child. Other numerous factors such as
the heavy burden of household chores for girls, early marriages and early pregnancies conspire to reduce the number
of girls who will attain a higher education. \WWomen are underrepresented in the judiciary, corporate boards and state
boards. The situation is to a large extent a reflection of the intensity of conflict embodying change between the
aspirations of women who take their countries institutions seriously and resistance by men who imagine despite
legislation that power is necessarily masculine.”

Despite some success, some backlash has emerged as a result of the fight for women’s rights. Female empowerment
has been strongly associated with secularism and Western values, which has brought about widespread resistance in
certain societies.** Typically women are portrayed as subjects in need of protection from abuse, or as objects to be
consumed.®! Very few, if any, women are presented as able and efficient decision-makers or leaders. Improving the
involvement of women in the democratic process will depend on taking measures through constitutional and
legislative provisions that guarantee women equal participation and citizenship.®> Most constitutions guarantee the
right to vote and the right to be elected to all citizens regardless of gender. The problem lies at in the
implementation of provision level; such guarantees do not result in outcomes that produce significant women’s
participation in the electoral process.*® Women find that they run into major obstacles when they try to exercise
constitutional rights to vote and to be elected. At the government levels the problems include the lack of resources
and a lack of gender awareness or political will.®

Other major problems are to be found at the social level, where the new discourse of gender equality may run
counter to existing social norms regarding gender roles.®® In some cases, local authorities and male members of the
society may discourage or prohibit women from participating in political activities.®** Examples of this are evident
in the Arab world where most women’s roles are generally are still confined to the home as subordinates to their
male counterparts and remain total subordinates to men. Efforts to empower Arab women have created a great
cultural gap between the Muslim and the Western worldsfUNCG?2].
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The Importance of Women in Governance

The main question usually posed in regarding this issue is why then should women be involved in politics, and how
can their presence ensure democratic governance? Though there are countless possible responses to this question,
the most obvious is that politics will never reflect women’s interests unless women take action or interest in the
political process.®” Without women taking action or interest in the political arena, they will be continually
marginalized. Women bring their experience of reality to the political stage. When this is combined with the
experience of men, it brings about a broader, more practical and more realistic viewpoint and outcomes. \WWomen are
better equipped to participate in the transformative politics because of the nature of their daily activities both in the
home and outside their home.®® Women can help to review policies and bring about laws to restructure the system
they find oppressive and/or unsupported.®® Corrupt practices should be less likely to happen if more women are in
power. Women help ensure the interests of marginalized groups.*® The involvement of women in public positions as
part of decision-making process is not just for the protection of their rights, but also for other vulnerable populations
such as children and minorities.”

The presence of women in the decision-making process over time has proven that women are critical to economic
development, active civil society and good governance especially evident in developing countries.”? Nobel Prize
winning economist Amartya Sen stated that nothing is more important for development today than the economic,
political, and social participation of women.*® Increasingly, women who were long treated as passive recipients of
aid are now regarded as active promoters of change who can aid society at large.”* Women’s participation in the
political arena has greatly benefited democracy because of its advancement of the ideals of equality and civil rights.
The importance of women to economic and political development leaves no doubt that they are most essential to the
modernization process around the world.

Elections can provide the best possible opportunity to ensure women’s voices are heard, their concerns are
addressed, and their potential contribution to peace and democracy are maximized. According to the Inter-
parliamentary Union (IPU) a 130-country survey conducted in 2004 indicates that women hold an average of only
15.4 per cent of the elected seats.”> However, in 1995, reports issued by the UNDP, concluded that 30 percent
would be the minimum representation required for women as a group to exercise a meaningful influence in
legislative assemblies.®® The irony in this is that only 15 countries involved in the IPU survey have achieved this
level and interestingly 3 of the 15, Rwanda (48.8%), South Africa (32.8%) and Mozambique (30%), are all post-
conflict societies, which proves that electoral measures instituted as part of peace processes can improve women’s
representation.”” This proves the possibility of advancing the role of women in politics in post-conflict situations,
indicating that increasing women’s roles in government is a question of political will and adequate resources.”

UNDP and NGO Actions

The UN and NGOs have worked diligently for decades to support women in all aspects of the electoral process and
to develop an agenda for action on how to strengthen support for the full participation of women in the electoral
process. The UNDP has provided plenty of prior as well as ongoing assistance in the field of gender and
development. The UNDP defines governance as a manner in which power is exercised in the management of a
country’s economic and social resources for development.”® Governance is concerned with how the institutions that
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collect and use power work together within a country. Governance is a complex entity of mechanisms, processes,
relationships and institutions through which men and women as a group articulate their interests, exercise their rights
and obligations and mediate their differences.’® Good governance guarantees that political, social and economic
priorities are based on a broad consensus of all men and women. This process finds ways to hear the voices of the
poorest, marginalized and the most vulnerable when decisions are made on the allocation of country’s resources.'

Resolution 1325 of the Security Council urges all actors to increase the participation of women and incorporate
gender perspectives in all United Nations peace and security efforts. It also calls on all parties in conflict to take
special measures to protect women and girls from gender-based violence, particularly rape and other forms of sexual
abuse.’® Those involved in the United Nations have recognized that achieving sustainable and durable peace
requires the full involvement and equal participation of women in conflict resolution and subsequent peace building.
In Resolution 1325, the Security Council advocates the importance of integrating a gender perspective in the
formulation and application of agreements aimed at establishing the foundation for a stable peace.'®

UNDP plays a key role together with The United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), in ensuring
gender issues are being reflected across the United Nation’s strategic plans worldwide.’® The UN and NGOs have
worked diligently for decades to support women in all aspects of the electoral process and to develop an agenda for
action on how to strengthen support for the full participation of women in the electoral process.

The UN has numerous international instruments that address women’s rights in particular. Through numerous
international conferences on women, the UN has called for greater support for the participation of women in all
aspects of the electoral process and in the power and decision-making position.’®® The Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995, expresses the conviction that
peace is inextricably linked with the equality of women and men.'® In accordance with the Beijing Platform, the
UN has appealed to nations worldwide to ensure that women have the equal right to participate in governance. The
UN also notes that the empowerment, autonomy and full citizenship of women are essential for their advancement in
other spheres of life and for the most transparent and accountable governance.'”’

The UN and NGOs have supported the participation of women in electoral processes from voter registration to
running for office in post conflict countries. The UNDP in its Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People
(UNDP/PAPP) has consulted with an external gender expert review rules and regulations from gender perspectives
to develop new administrative rules and regulations. The UNDP encourages training specifically in the field of
humanlggsources to ensure that future laws, public administration and administrative procedures will address gender
issues.

In the international conference on Governance for Sustainable Growth and Equity the UNDP promoted women’s
public participation, in particular, pointing out main contemporary concerns and directions to take. The main
concern was that women are affected by many if not all of the political decisions taken by the governments,
particularly those regarding the family, and yet still remain excluded. One of the speakers stated that despite the fact
that women are the ones managing the daily life of the family, they are still considered incapable of taking on the
same responsibilities for their nations.’® Recommendations of the conference included equalizing women’s
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representation to 50% at all levels of decision-making institutions as well as removing all obstacles that might
possibly prevent women from public participation.*®

The Millennium Declaration identified gender equality and women empowerment both as a goal in of itself and as
essential to achieving all other Millennium Development Goals (MDG). Today, it is widely accepted that the full
participation of all citizens, both men and women, is the best way to build and sustain democracies, reduce conflict
and achieve human development.*** Comprising over half of the world’s population, women are essential to
addressing the pressing challenges we face today and for achieving the MDGs, of creating more accountable
institutions of governance, ensuring equitable resource allocation, combating HIVV/AIDS and guaranteeing peace and
security.™? The issues affecting women are not only women’s issues; they have profound implications for all
humanity, yet, everywhere women continue to be underrepresented as leaders, problem solvers, decision makers or
elected officials."** Many discriminatory laws and practices still prevent women from playing a role in shaping the
policies that affect their lives. In addition, many women still do not have full understanding of their rights,
knowledge of how to participate in complex economic and political process or how to hold their leaders
accountable. Despite their potential to offer innovative solutions, especially in a time of crisis, they are rarely
consulted and are usually left out of any real political process.™™* It is clear that enhancing women’s participation in
post—i:gnflict countries is essential to building peace and democracy and advancing the equality of women and

men.

As Nyaradzi Gumbonzvanda, UNIFEM’s regional program director of East and Horn of Africa stated that “although
women often play a leadership role in their communities during and after conflict, they are too often left out of
formal peace negotiations and agreements.”*** \Women’s roles are often undervalued or ignored despite the fact that
it is their right to participate on equal terms with men in all governance and decision-making process. To insure this
right, women from all over the world have formed coalitions such as the NGO Save Somali Women and Children,
which was created in response to the fact that only males were serving as representatives during the Djibouti peace
talks in 2000."*" The women mobilized themselves to form a “sixth clan” which was eventually accepted as an
equal participant in the high-level peace talks.™*® Their presence at the negotiation led to the Federal Charter
requiring that a minimum of 12 percent of National Assembly seats go to women.*** This has led to the formation of
regional coalitions in Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan. These “Women for peace” coalitions back women’s efforts
to build a “culture of peace” in their communities in the absence of a formal peace process.*?® This has a led to the
growing role of civil society in the region and the creation of an “enabling environment for peace.”**!

Despite the continued activity of women in their various communities, statistics have shown that gender disparities
continue to exist at all levels of government, be it local, national, regional or global. In only 16 countries worldwide
is women’s representation in the national parliament above 25 percent.’?? On average, they accounted of only 11
percent of parliamentarians worldwide in 1999, compared with 9 percent in 1987.'%
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Committee Directive

Have nations with women central to the decision-making process been successful in building key institutions of
democratic governance?

Do nations with women included in the decision making process have expanded capabilities for girls and women
such as education, to enable them to play a more effective role in politics, hence, fostering the development of civil
society group and other informal institutions to help democratic institutions better represent the people?

Have more women been encouraged to become members of various political parties, trade unions and other
traditional vehicles for collective action?

Avre political institutions set in place to promote the protection of women’s rights to elements of social development
such as education used to safeguard their freedom and dignity?

Have states with women in the political sphere fully captured the essence of democratic governance? If so, has their
political freedom empowered them to push for policies that expand social and economic opportunities for women?

I11. Rural Poverty Knowledgebase

“Well-fed people have many problems, hungry people have only one.””***

History

The reality that the world produces enough food to feed everyone is astonishing when also presented with the fact
that nearly 850 million people are malnourished.’* There are several reasons for this disparity. However chief
among them is that many people from developing nations do not have the land to grow food or enough income to
purchase enough food.*?

In Least Developed Countries (LDCs) the agricultural sector still employs 75% of the work forces in rural areas and
is the primary source of employment for women.**” However, over the past four decades the prices of most of the
major agricultural goods have declined. The prices of agricultural raw materials and food and beverages in 2003
show a drop of 60% and 73% correspondingly from 1980 prices.’?® Coffee prices in 2003 were a mere 17% of its
1980 value, and cotton prices were 33.5% of the same year.®® Currently, 1.9 billion hectares of land worldwide are
affected by land degradation, which is the human induced or natural process which negatively affects the capacity of
land to function effectively within an ecosystem.’*® This year about 21 million hectares of land will become so
degraded they will be non-viable for agricultural production.™

At the same time developing countries populations have doubled to 5.1 billion.** Currently, 70% of the world’s
poor resides in rural areas and depend either directly or indirectly on agriculture.’®*®* Over the next thirty years the
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population will continue to grow, albeit at a slower rate.’* Due to urban migration and HIV/AIDS mortality rates in
certain parts of Africa and Asia, rural population is projected to decline after 2020.*° Therefore, it is imperative that
both individual countries and the international community be able to support rural areas in poverty alleviation while

promoting sustainable agricultural practices through the use of Rural Poverty Knowledgebase.

Rural Poverty Knowledgebase is a product of The Green Revolution, the process of technological development of
agricultural techniques that began in Mexico in 1944 as a cooperative effort between the Rockefeller Foundation and
the Mexican government to improve the agricultural output of the country's farms.*** The goal of the Green
Revolution was to increase the efficiency of agricultural processes so that the productivity of the crops was
increased to help developing countries face their growing populations' needs.”*” Green Revolutionists were
committed to achieving these goals through breeding new plant varieties and applying modern agricultural
techniques in new areas.™*® This led to surprising results, Mexico went from importing half of the wheat it
consumed to being completely self-sufficient by 1956.*° By 1964 Mexico was exporting half a million tons of
wheat.**® The program was expanded to India and Pakistan where it is credited with saving over one billion people
from starvation. Consequently, Rural Poverty Knowledgebase promotes programs that will enable the rural poor to
overcome poverty thru agricultural productivity.*** The overall goal is to create an adequate infrastructure that will
allow small farms to prosper and preserve rural areas, limiting urban migration.

Current Situation

The high numbers of rural households that are fully dependent on farming and the reality that poverty and food
insecurity are more prevalent in these households increase the odds that the international goal to decrease hunger
and poverty by 2015 will fail. Rural areas must be placed in the forefront of the fight against poverty. In order to do
so, programs that will maintain minimum nutritional and livelihood standards and that take a pro-poor economic
approach must be considered.'*?

There are five main areas of improvement that must be considered at the regional level to increase the odds of
meeting the goals of halving poverty and hunger by 2015. These areas for consideration are: the intensification of
existing patterns of farm production; diversification of production; development of market-oriented production;
increased value added post-harvest activities such as processing; and increased operated farm or herd size.*** Also
included is consolidation of existing holdings or the extension of farming onto new agricultural land, increased off-
farm income to supplement farming activities; and exit from agriculture, often involving migration to urban areas.**

At the global level, three priorities have been identified to address the issue of rural hunger and poverty: the
necessity of creating sustainable systems for proceeding generations through the dissemination of agricultural
information; the introduction of broad, systems-oriented agricultural training; and the need to support vocational
training for off-farm and urban employment.* Because of the costs of information networks and the inability of
farmers to fund such networks, the involvement of the private sector to maintain the information flow between
farmers and agricultural specialists is fundamental to ensuring the dissemination of rural base knowledge.**®
Adequate training of those involved in farming will allow participants to identify their strengths and weaknesses in
order to generate and implement solutions to improve their futures. When providing educational and training
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programs in rural areas it is important to take into consideration that while the goal is to retain the younger
generation, many will choose to leave, therefore it is necessary to teach vocational skills that will allow them to
obtain skilled employment in both rural and urban areas.**’

To fully attain the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of reducing poverty it is necessary to address issues
affecting rural residents.**® There is strong evidence that broad based growth in agriculture leads to a reduction in
poverty level.**® However, overall international support to agriculture has been on the decline since the late
1980s."*° The disadvantages related to geographic nature, inability to achieve equivalent economies of scale and
specialized division of labor, individualized structural natures, migration from rural communities, help to explain the
underperformance of rural agriculture based economies relative to urban economies.

Rural Challenges

The biggest challenges rural communities face is the loss of cooperation among its residents, erosion of the
community and its infrastructures as a result of migration to urban areas, lack of sustainable and long-term
employment, lack of knowledge of federal programs that may help farmers and their communities, lack of access to
technology and training and access to basic needs, such as health care.™>* Individuals are finding it harder and
harder to resist what urban centers have to offer in terms of employment and greater access to material possessions.
Rural areas dependent on farming and mining have been consistently losing younger working age persons and
experiencing declining populations. The urban share of the world’s population has grown from 30% in 1950 to 47%
in 2000."% By 2015, the number of individuals living in urban areas will account for an estimated 53% of the
world’s total population.®® Rapid urbanization can overwhelm environmental resources and spawn huge urban
slums plagued by a lack of infrastructure and social services and an increase in violence, crime and diseases such as
HIV/AIDS.™

Because of these trends, rural areas generally have a higher proportion of older persons in their total population than
urban areas. Furthermore, elderly in rural areas are more likely to be poor than are those in urban areas.**® This
remaining older population has put increasing demands for medical and social services and long-term care upon
states.’®® The urban area offers an elusive promise of jobs, and consequently the unemployed youth in the rural
areas go in search of jobs in government offices and in the promising manufacturing sector, leaving behind the older
generation that are unable to work the land. Consequently, it diminishes the transfer of knowledge and skills from
the older generation to the younger generation.

The Rural Poverty Report 2001 issued by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) emphasized
significant issues on the adequacy of current efforts by the international community on behalf of agricultural
development.*®” Although eradicating poverty and ending world hunger are often described as overarching priorities
in development cooperation, the fact that the majority of the poor are in rural areas is not reflected adequately in
either domestic policies or aid allocations.™® There is little correlation between aid distribution and the location of
the rural poor. Approximately 70% of the world's poor people live in rural areas, primarily depending on agriculture
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and related activities for their livelihoods.*® The proportion of official development assistance for agriculture has
fallen from 20% in the late 1980s to 12% currently.®® The share of aid going to low-income or least developed
countries, where over 85% of the worlds poor live, stayed around 63%.'*

Actions taken by the UN

Programs such as the UNDP, the World Food Programme (WFP), and specialized agencies such as Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQO) and the World Bank recognize the importance of addressing the issues of LDCs,
rural regions and agricultural development. The UN also implemented five specialized functional regional
commissions to address the unique needs of each region in respect to these issues while at the same time maintaining
coordination and cooperation among it various institutions.'®?

The WFP’s mission is to use its food, knowledge and personnel to meet emergency needs and support economic and
social development. It works to put hunger at the center of the international agenda, promoting policies, strategies
and operations that directly benefit the poor and hungry.'*® The WFP ration program for those afflicted by
HIV/AIDS allow individuals to sustain their families longer allowing time for the transfer of vital knowledge and
skills to the next generation of farmers.*®* The WFP’s Food for Work project supplies food aid to farmers giving
time and energy to construct irrigation, terracing and soil and water conservation.® This program allows
subsistence farmers who cannot afford to risk trying new agricultural methods the ability to do so. It also provides
ex-combatants an incentive to abandon their weapons and learn new sustainable skills needed by their
communities.’®® In addition, WFP supplies food aid to farmers who practice soil conservation. These farmers are
planting trees to prevent the desertification process which is caused by overusing the soil and grazing land. This is
an importa}gt service because leaving the desertification process unchecked would lead ultimately to increased food
shortages.

The World Bank Group has created many programs in order to enable agricultural development, financing over US
$400 million dollars in agricultural education and training in the last twenty years alone.®® Foremost among these
was the creation of the World Bank’s Agriculture and Rural Development Department (ARD) and its formulation of
the corporate rural strategy.’® Agriculture and rural strategy development is a vibrant process which responds to
changes and evolutions in the broader development arena. The current rural strategy of the ARD focuses on the
rural poor. It stresses that improvements in the well-being of the poor will only be possible through enhancement of
their productive, social and environmental assets, resulting in the increasing productivity and growth of both the
farm and non farm economies.'” One of the initiatives ARD initiated is the Access to Land for Young Farmers
Pilot Project in Mexico, which provides training and technical assistance to young farmers without land to enable
the purchase or rent of unused and more productive land and to implement sustainable practices that will
significantly increase their income and welfare over time.'"* At the same time, the project will provide older farmers
with increased access to social welfare systems so they can transfer their lands to younger farmers. The World Bank
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has approved a $100 million loan that will increase access to land and other productive assets within selected states
for young rural farmers through the establishment of a land transactions model.*"

The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) was established in 1958, as the regional arm of the
UN in Africa with a mandate to support the economic and social development of its 53 member states, by promoting
regional integration, and international cooperation for to support Africa's development.!”> UNECA held a Regional
Forum on Poverty Eradication in Southern Africa in 1997 which addressed poverty issues in the region and
established the tools to adopt national poverty reduction action plans at a country level.*”* The Forum adopted a
declaration which emphasized the role of governments in involving people, non-governmental organizations,
community based organizations, the private sector, the media and other agencies in formulating and implementing
programs designed to eradicate poverty in Southern Africa.”® The Forum urged members to place poverty issues at
the center of their development agenda and to facilitate capacity building workshops in the area of poverty
reduction.’® Poverty alleviation is currently a policy goal for all governments in the region. Poverty reduction
programs are targeted at women who are the most vulnerable either as heads of households or wives to unemployed
men or men in low-paying jobs.'”” The programs have generally been poor-friendly, focusing particularly on
employment and income generation, land ownership for agricultural purposes and the provision of social services.*

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) is the regional arm of the UN in the
Asian and Pacific region with a mandate to promote economic and social development through regional and sub-
regional cooperation and integration with aims to formulate and promote development assistance activities and
projects commensurate with the needs and priorities of the region while acting as an executing agency for relevant
operational projects.’” In 2003, UNESCAP created the Poverty and Development Division to promote greater
cooperation between research and operational activities in poverty reduction.®® Its goals are to strengthen the
capacity of UNESCAP members and associate members to identify and analyze opportunities and constraints for
poverty eradication and to design and implement policies and programs to reduce poverty in accordance with the
relevant millennium development goals.*** One of the focus areas is rural-urban association to gain a better
understanding of relationships between urban and rural areas to bring about greater coordination in planning and
delivery of services.*®?

The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) was established as an international financial institution
in 1977 as one of the major outcomes of the 1974 World Food Conference.'®® Since its creation, IFAD has focused
exclusively on rural poverty reduction, working with the poor rural population in developing countries. IFAD has
worked with some of the poorest and most deprived of society, recognizing that vulnerable groups can and do
contribute to economic growth.'®* Since its establishment, IFAD has invested in 676 projects and programs that
have reached more than 250 million poor rural people.'®

IFAD is dedicated to eradicating rural poverty in developing countries. Working with rural poor people,
governments, donors, non-governmental organizations and many other partners, IFAD focuses on country-specific
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solutions, which can involve increasing rural poor peoples’ access to financial services, markets, technology, land
and other natural resources.® The IFAD’s three key objectives are to strengthen the capacity of the rural poor and
their organizations, improve equitable access to productive natural resources and technologies and increase access
by the poor to financial services and markets. **’

Through low-interest loans and grants, IFAD works with governments to develop and finance programs and projects
that enable rural poor people to overcome poverty. Currently there are about 200 IFAD supported rural poverty
eradication programs and projects, totaling US$ 6.5 billion.** IFAD has invested almost US$ 3 billion in these
initiatives, with the remaining funds coming from its co-financing partners.'®® When fully developed these programs
will assist more than 100 million rural poor women and men to achieve better lives for themselves and their
families.

In 2001, the International Fund for Agricultural Development launched the Rural Poverty Report 2001: The
Challenge of Ending Rural Poverty. The report discusses the particular issues which the international community
needs to focus on to assist the rural poor and their different needs.*® The rural poor disadvantages are a result of
distance, lack of education and health care, insecure and unproductive jobs, high fertility and discrimination of
women and ethnic minorities. The Rural Poverty Report recommends a strategy to overcome these issues that
includes providing legally secure entitlements to assets; technology; access to markets; opportunities to participate
in decentralized resource management; and access to microfinance.'**

Actions taken by the UNDP

Since 1997, in partnership with the United Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), the UNDP created
MicroStart, a program geared towards developing nations. It facilitates small UNDP grants and technical support to
individual operations that are in an early stage of development but clearly moving toward becoming sustainable.'*
UNCDF provides funding in the form of grants and soft loans to help build and integrate sustainable microfinance
into the broader financial sector, by offering technical & policy guidance to the UNDP and government partners and
by sharing field-based knowledge of sound microfinance principles and practices to UNDP and other key
stakeholders through training and information services.'® One study found that only 4 percent of poor people in
Bangladesh who lack access to credit pulled themselves above the poverty line. With the assistance of
microfinance, more than 48% rose above the poverty line.** Studies of the impact of microfinance in more than 24
countries found dramatic improvements in household income levels.'® These improvements took place primarily
through growth in the borrower’s business, which translated into increased household income. The studies found
that access to microfinance allowed the borrower to increase the number of goods or services sold and reduce the
costs of supplies and raw materials.*®

Microfinance consists of making small loans, usually less than $200, to individuals, usually women, to establish or
expand a small, self-sustaining business. For example, a woman may borrow $50 to buy chickens so she can sell
eggs. As the chickens begin to produce eggs, the woman will have more products to sell, promoting self-
sustainability.”” Microfinance is often considered one of the most effective strategies in the fight against global
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poverty. It is sustainable and can be implemented on the massive scale necessary to respond to the urgent needs of
those living on less than $1 a day,

In 2004, UNDP and UNESCAP began phase Il of their joint project “Supporting the Achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific (2001-2003).” The program has the objective of promoting
the adoption of policy options that support the achievement of the MDGs, facilitating the understanding of key
strategies and options by providing a depository of regional experiences and lessons, which may be adopted by other
countries.’®® These depositories of regional experiences and lessons allow for greater transfer of knowledge among
regions, increasing the viability of agricultural programs and the cooperation among different sectors. In India,
agriculture has improved considerably since the 1960s; however, most farmers have remained poor mainly because
of reduced access to customized knowledge and current information about better farming practices.?®® With the
support of UNESCAP and its partner eChoupal, India has established a system where farmers can access crop
specific websites from Internet kiosks in villages allowing farmers to earn higher incomes through increased yields,
better quality, and lower transaction costs.?™

Conclusion

Agricultural production is affected in numerous ways by human-induced degradation of the environment. To negate
this, sustainable agricultural and rural growth is essential to promote income growth. The objective of rural poverty
knowledgebase programs is to enhance the quality of life in rural communities through agricultural development and
to provide rural communities with tools to compete in a global economy. Rural knowledge base programs must
form a partnership between government, civil society and the private sector so that the rural poor may be
empowered to take responsibility for their own development.

It is estimated that by the year 2030, the world population will reach 8.3 billion.?®> However, rural populations will
continue to decrease as a result of migration into urban areas. The population growth will increase the demand for
vegetables, fruits and animal products. To support such a demand, it will be necessary for small farmers to increase
their rural knowledgebase and capacity by developing information and knowledge networks, farmer capacity
building, support to entrepreneurship, and providing training to the younger population in vocational skills.?*®

Committee Directive

A multi-level approach that will deliver services to rural communities is needed. This should include agricultural
job training, education, and incentives to promote population retention for younger people by providing financial
assistance to those who do not wish to migrate to urban areas and wish to become farmers.

Governments can provide one of the most important public goods in rural areas — efficient primary and secondary
education. Education has the ability to empower rural inhabitants to become involved citizens in developing
programs and solutions to their problems. In addition, research indicates that the higher the level of education the
more likely farmers are to implement technology in the day to day operation and develop alternative sources of
incomes. If they chose to migrate to an urban area, they are also more likely to find adequate employment.?*
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After careful and detailed research delegates should have knowledge of their nation’s positions on agricultural
development and programs concerning rural issues. Delegates should also be knowledgeable of their current
regional alliances, trade partners and aid donors. The focus should be placed on long-term sustainable national
solutions. Additionally, delegates should be able to answer the following questions: What are the keys differences
between rural and urban areas issues and needs? How can these differences be addressed while providing solutions
to agricultural development? What are the biggest challenges that rural residents must overcome? How can
regional, national or NGOs programs and services better support the needs of agricultural producers? What role
does the private sector have in developing agriculture, training farmers and slowing the flow of youth from rural
areas to urban? What is the role of the citizen? What educational/training programs need to be implemented? How
can microfinance improve agricultural communities? What is the best way for NGOs to continue to work for the
interests of agricultural rural individuals?



